
 

 

Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect 
Thursday, May 29, 2025 – 11:00 AM 

Hall of Justice, 925 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Members Present: Ursula R. Ahart, Stacey Goodson, Claudnyse Holloman, Jackie Igafo-Teo, 
Ivana Maplanka, Hon. Chris Ninomiya, James Perlaki, Demetrius Starling, Matt Way, Alex 
Brace, Annie Harrison. 
 
Members Absent: Kyleen Gee, Alane Laws-Barker, Jametta Lilly, Lynda McGee, Joseph 
Merritt, Hon. Yasmine Poles, Suzanna Shkreli, Nicole L. Smithson. 

Agency Representation: Katy Todd, SCAO-CWJJS; Lynette Durnell, SCAO-CWJJS, Mary 
Lou Mahoney, MDHHS; Melissa Werkman, CACMI; Steven King, CACMI; Veronica Flores, 
MDHHS. 

I. Call to order 

a. Attendance was taken by roll call.  

b. Chairperson Annie Harrison called the meeting to order at 11:03 a.m. 

II. Welcome  

a. Chairperson Harrison welcomed all members and attendees to the 
meeting. 

III. Consideration of minutes 

a. Hearing no corrections or objections, the minutes from the February 20, 2025, 
meeting were approved without objection. 

IV. Public comment 

a. None. 

V. Chairperson report: Detective Annie Harrison 

a. Recognized Veronica Flores for her efforts in submitting the Children’s Justice 
Act annual grant and 3-year assessment.  

b. Members of the task force were invited to submit ideas for potential 
subcommittees and encouraged to state interest in chairing a subcommittee. 

c. Member introductions occurred. 

VI. Vice Chairperson report: Alex Brace 

a. Shared a personal anecdote to underscore the long-term impact of our work. 

VII. Department of Health and Human Services report: Director Demetrius Starling 

a. Provided updates on initiatives, including Keeping Kids Safe, addressing staff 



 

 

retention, activating private agencies, and updates on juvenile justice facility 
closure and opening of the Macomb Youth Center. 

b. Jackie Igafo-Te’o commended Director Starling for his leadership and positive 
impact in child welfare.  

VIII. Coordinator report: Veronica Flores 

a. Children’s Justice Act (CJA) application and three-year assessment are 
proceeding through final approvals and are on track for submission by the June 
20 deadline. 

b. Financials were reviewed as presented in the meeting packet.  

IX. Report from Agency representatives: 

a. State Court Administrative Office Child Welfare and Juvenile 
Justice Services: Katy Todd 

• The protocol/training subcommittee reviewed proposals and 
selected programs. 

• An in-person training was hosted yesterday at the Henry Center 
and initial reviews indicate it was well-received. 

• Will share upcoming training announcements with the task force 
over email 

• Shared excitement for the upcoming 8th annual reunification 
celebration 

b. Children’s Advocacy Centers of Michigan: Joshua Bissell 

• CACMI President/CEO Melissa Werkman provided updates on 
current initiatives and upcoming events, including: 

 Shared excitement for the upcoming Justice Conference, 
being hosted by CACMI in partnership with GTF 

 Updated on Considerations of Forensic Interview Training 
(CFIT) training successes 

 Shared upcoming training efforts, specifically a training for 
interviewing children with disabilities 

 Currently circulating a membership survey to assess needs 
and plan for future trainings  

c. Other agency reports 

• None. 

X. Committee Activity (Written reports submitted) 



a. Executive Committee: Annie Harrison

• Recommended the task force consider support for the former SB813 
in the new term.

• Finalize and support the CRP recommendation.

• Recommended the task force approve the Child Eyewitness 
Identification Guidelines These guidelines address the absence
of state-level guidance for conducting photo and in-person
lineups involving child witnesses. They were developed over the 
past year with input from national experts and law enforcement 
partners. CACMI will provide training and supporting resources, 
including a microlearning video and a pre-conference training 
session with instruction by Dr. Jason Dickinson. Members 
recommended the training include information on use of interpreters 
and cover bias by administrators.

 A MOTION was made by Claudnyse Holloman to approve 
the Child Eyewitness Identification Guidelines, with the 
addition of any final edits. The motion was seconded by 
Honorable Christopher Ninomiya. The motion carried.

• Announced the creation of subcommittee to develop a first responder 
to child sexual abuse guideline. Express any interest
via email.

b. Conference Subcommittee: Annie Harrison

• As of the meeting date, 466 individuals were registered, well ahead 
of last year’s pace.

• The attendance goal is 600.

• Members were encouraged to promote the event, share registration 
materials, and personally invite colleagues to
increase participation. Members were asked to post on social media, 
shareable images will be emailed.

• A new offering is being planned: short, one-on-one technical 
assistance sessions during the conference. These would allow 
attendees to sign up for 15-minute consultations with subject matter 
experts (e.g., on courtroom testimony, digital strategy, or case-
specific topics). Members were invited to volunteer as presenters for 
these sessions and discussion was had about the mock courtroom 
testimony concept.

c. Training/Protocol Subcommittee: Suzanna Shkreli

• None.

d. Citizen Review Panel: Dr. Alane Laws-Barker



 

 

• Annie Harrison presented in Dr. Laws-Barkers absence. A 
MOTION was made by Claudnyse Holloman to approve the 
CRP recommendation to MDHHS as included in the meeting 
materials. The motion was seconded by Jackie Igafo-Teo. The 
motion carried. 

 

 XII.  Public Comment 

d. None.  

XIII. Legislative Presentation  

• Alex Brace invited Melissa Werkman, President & CEO of 
CACMI to give a presentation to the Task Force on the video 
testimony bill, formerly Senate Bill 813, which seeks to amend 
the Revised Judicature Act of 1961 to allow a child’s recorded 
forensic interview to be admissible at preliminary hearings. The 
presentation was given and discussion was had. 

• A MOTION was made by Claudnyse Holloman to authorize the 
Executive Committee to issue a letter of support on behalf of the 
Task Force if timely legislative action occurs before the next full 
task force meeting. The motion was seconded by Alex Brace. 
The motion carried. 

 

XIV. Adjournment of meeting 

e. Chair Harrison opened the floor for any final business, hearing none the 
meeting was adjourned at 12:45 pm.  

 

Next meeting is set for Thursday, August 21, 2025 

11:00 am to 1:00 p.m. (Virtual) 
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