
 

 

Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect 
Thursday, August 21, 2025 – 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Held Virtually, via Zoom 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Members Present: Ursula R. Ahart, Kyleen Gee, Stacey Goodson, Claudnyse Holloman, Jackie 
Igafo-Teo, Alane Laws-Barker, Jametta Lilly, Ivana Maplanka, Lynda McGee, Joseph Merritt, 
Hon. Chris Ninomiya, James Perlaki, Hon. Yasmine Poles, Suzanna Shkreli, Demetrius Starling, 
Matt Way, Alex Brace, Annie Harrison. 
 
Members Absent: Nicole L. Smithson. 
 
Agency Representation: Mary Lou Mahoney, MDHHS; Joshua Bissell, CACMI; Steven King, 
CACMI. 

I. Call to order 

a. Attendance was taken by roll call.  

b. Chairperson Annie Harrison called the meeting to order at 11:02 a.m. 

II. Welcome  

a. Chairperson Harrison welcomed members, agency representatives, and 
attendees, previewed the agenda and noted a special presentation from 
the Guy Thompson Advisory Council would follow the business 
meeting. 

III. Consideration of minutes 

a. Hearing no corrections or objections, the minutes from May 29, 2025, were 
approved. (Director Starling was not present.). 

IV. Public comment 

a. Public Comment was received. 

V. Chairperson Report - Detective Annie Harrison 

a. Members shared agency updates, including: 

• Michigan Children’s Law Center webinars for older youth and a session 
on minimizing secondary trauma. 

• Detroit Parent Network’s six‑week Love and Logic course and prevention 
support. 

• Upcoming learning calendar shared by Michigan Alliance for Families.  

VI. Vice Chairperson Report - Alex Brace 

a. Reflected on the recent conference and highlighted Small Talk CAC staff 



 

 

presentations and participant feedback. 

VII. Department of Health and Human Services Report - Director Demetrius Starling 

a. Director Starling provided updates on mandated reporter training with MPHI, 
human trafficking protocol revisions, and expansion of prevention pathways. 

VIII. Coordinator Report - Veronica Flores 

a. In Ms. Flores' absence, the Chair noted that the spend plan materials were 
included in the packet and would be addressed later in the meeting. 

IX. Report from Agency representatives: 

a. State Court Administrative Office Child Welfare Services: Katy Todd 

• Ms. Katy Todd was unable to attend; a written report was provided. 

b. Children’s Advocacy Centers of Michigan: Joshua Bissell 

• Mr. Bissell shared updates on the Justice Conference, upcoming 
legislation, training updates, including Project FIND for MDTs on 
October 23–24 and the year’s final CFIT on October 27–28 in Flint, with 
future hybrid offerings. 

X. Committee Activity (Written Reports submitted) 

a. Executive Committee: Annie Harrison & Alex Brace 

• The Chair reviewed the proposed FY26 spend plan. 

• A MOTION was made by James Perlaki to approve the FY26 Spend Plan 
as presented, seconded by Jametta Lilly. Discussion was had. Motion 
carried. 

b. Conference Subcommittee: Annie Harrison 

• The Chair reported on conference outcomes and participation metrics; 
members expressed appreciation for planning and execution. 

c. c. Training/Protocol Subcommittee: Suzanna Shkreli 

• Written report provided. 

d. d. Consideration of the Legislative Updates - Alex Brace 

• No additional updates. 

e. e. Consideration of the CRP Recommendation - Dr. Alane Laws-Barker 

• No additional updates. 

XI. Public comment 

a. None 



 

 

XII. Adjournment of meeting 

a. Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:13 p.m. 

 

 

Next meeting is set for Thursday, November 13, 2025 

11:00 AM to 1:00 PM (Virtual) 


	Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect

