PARENT CHECKLIST

Welcome to a new journey of raising a child who is deaf or hard of hearing.
A team of professionals and parents are here to support you.
Don't worry, but don't wait to take the next steps in your child's care:

€) Medical Team

Discuss the test results with your child's pediatrician. Request a referral to see
an Ear, Nose, and Throat (ENT) doctor and a Pediatric Audiologist to learn
more about your child's hearing level and evaluate your options.

@) Educational Team (Early On) S

A referral will be made to Early On and you will be contacted to set up a T
developmental evaluation. Early On provides early intervention services to EIL
support your child's development. 1800earlyon.org.

€) Guide By Your Side

Connect and receive support from a trained parent who also has a
child who is deaf or hard of hearing. Follow the QR code and watch
a brief video to learn more. mihandsandvoices.org/gbys

@ Insurance -.
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Consider if your child needs secondary insurance. Children's 53.’3;5,
Special Health Care Services (CSHCS) is an option. Contact your %‘;ﬁ‘ﬁ

—

local health department or visit michigan.gov/cshcs to learn more.

© Additional Considerations

Work with your medical and educational teams to explore additional
considerations: language and communication options, vision screening,
and/or genetic testing.



Don't Delay, Start NOW

You may have many questions and mixed feelings now that your child has been identified as
deaf or hard of hearing. The time to learn and find support for your next steps is NOW.

Don't Delay

Children who are born deaf or hard of hearing are at risk for developmental delay because
they may lack early exposure to an accessible language. There are many programs and
services to consider. Which one (or ones) you choose will guide how your family and child

communicate, and will empower you to help your child grow and develop.
Source. cdc.gov/ ncbddd/ hearingloss/ parentsguide/

Start NOW

Your Medical Team
o Will share information on amplification options such as hearing aids to support early
access to language
Your Early On Team
o Will share information about language and communication options
Guide By Your Side
o Will provide the emotional and community support for your family

Additional Resources:

e CDC - cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/parentsguide/

« Children's Special Health Care Services - michigan.gov/cshcs

» Deaf & Hard of Hearing Services - deafhhs.org

« Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program - michigan.gov/ehdi

e Early On -1800earlyon.org

« Michigan Dept. of Education Low Incidence Outreach - mdelio.org

» Michigan Hands & Voices - mihandsandvoices.org

« National Center for Hearing Assessment and Management - infanthearing.org

e Supporting Success for Children with Hearing Loss - successforkidswithhearingloss.com



