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Goal: The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is committed to
improving outcomes for individuals and families affected by sickle cell disease (SCD) across the
state. Over the past year, MDHHS has worked alongside SCD Warriors, caregivers, healthcare
providers, advocates, and policymakers to develop a renewed SCD Strategic Plan that addresses
the needs of this community across the lifespan. In recognition of Sickle Cell Awareness Month
this September, MDHHS plans to release the updated plan in the coming weeks.

The goal of this newsletter is to bring visibility to Michigan’s sickle cell community, encourage
folks to learn more about the disorder and its impact on individuals and families, and highlight
the state’s efforts to address the community needs and advance progress.

Content:
Sickle Cell Disease Awareness Month: MDHHS Announces Updated Strategic Plan

Since adding Sickle Cell Disease (SCD) to Michigan’s newborn screening panelin 1987, the
program has identified more than 2,300 babies with the disorder, and thousands more have been
diagnosed with sickle cell trait. Through close partnership with the Sickle Cell Disease
Association of America — Michigan Chapter (SCDAA-MI), MDHHS works to ensure timely follow-
up and coordinated care for every identified child.

SCD is a serious inherited blood disorder that can cause complications such as chronic pain,
stroke, acute chest syndrome, infection, and a shortened life span. Early diagnosis through
newborn screening allows for lifesaving interventions, including penicillin prophylaxis
(antibiotics) to prevent severe infections and regular transcranial doppler screenings to identify
children at increased risk for stroke. While pediatric care is critical, individuals and families also
need support beyond childhood and throughout their lifetime.

To address these needs across the lifespan, MDHHS plans to release the state’s updated
SCD Strategic Plan in the coming weeks. Grounded in the lived experiences of people with SCD
and guided by the latest science and standards of care, the plan aims to inform policy, increase
knowledge and strengthen systems that improve lifelong support.

You can learn more about the state’s efforts around SCD by visiting Michigan Hemoglobinopathy
Quality Improvement Program webpage.
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