
 

SUMMER EBT (SUN BUCKS) 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

 

WHAT IS SUMMER EBT? 

Summer EBT, also known as Sun Bucks, is a federal program that helps families buy groceries during 

the summer when school is closed. Eligible children receive $40 per month for June, July, and August 

($120 total). 

 

ELIGIBILITY 
How do I know if my child qualifies? 

Your child may qualify if: 

• Your child is age 6 – 18 and household receives SNAP (FAP), TANF cash assistance, FDPIR, or 

Medicaid.* 

• Your child attends a school that participates in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) or 

School Breakfast Program (SBP) AND: 

• Is approved for free or reduced-price meals, OR 

• Is categorically eligible (homeless, migrant, runaway, etc.) 

*Children on Medicaid qualify only if household income is at or below 185% of the federal poverty 

level. 

Does my child’s school participate in NSLP/SBP? 

You can check the NSLP/SBP school participation list online. 

Do students at CEP schools qualify? 

Not automatically. 

If your child attends a CEP school and does not receive state assistance, you must complete the 

MDHHS Summer EBT Application. 

Do homeschooled children qualify? 

Yes, IF they receive SNAP, TANF, FDPIR, or income-eligible Medicaid. 

Homeschooled children cannot qualify through a school application. 

Do Head Start or GSRP students qualify? 

Yes, if they meet the eligibility rules. 

Do Early College students qualify? 

Yes, if they meet the eligibility rules. 

Do I need to apply? 

You do NOT need to apply if: 

https://newmibridges.michigan.gov/s/isd-help-login-create-account?language=en_US


• Your child is already approved for free or reduced-price meals. 

• Your household receives SNAP, TANF, FDPIR, or income-eligible Medicaid. 

You MAY need to apply if your child is homeschooled or attends a school that does not collect meal 

applications. 

 

BENEFITS AND PAYMENT INFORMATION 
When will benefits be issued? 

The first benefits will be issued in June. 

How will we receive the benefits? 

• If your child is on an active SNAP or TANF case, benefits go to your existing EBT/Bridge Card. 

• If your child received a Summer EBT card in 2025, benefits will go to that same card. 

• If your child qualifies through Medicaid income, all eligible children will be loaded onto one new 

Summer EBT card in the head of household’s name. 

• All other eligible students will receive a new Summer EBT card in the mail (one card per 

student). 

Which address will be used to mail the card? 

• SNAP children: address on the SNAP case 

• Medicaid children: address on the Medicaid case 

• All others: school address on file (mailing address if available, otherwise physical address) 

Note: Summer EBT cards will NOT be forwarded by the post office. 

How much will each student receive? 

$40 per month for June, July, and August ($120 total) 

What if I receive a duplicate payment? 

Report it immediately by calling 833-905-0028. 

Using benefits you are not entitled to may lead to penalties. 

How do I check my balance? 

• Visit www.ebtedge.com 

• Call 888-678-8914 

How long do I have to use benefits? 

Funds expire 122 days after they are issued. 

 



USING THE CARD 
How do I activate my card? 

You can activate: 

• Online at www.ebtedge.com 

• Or by calling 888-678-8914 

You will need: 

• The 16-digit card number 

• Your child’s birthdate 

• Enter “0000” when asked for the last 4 digits of the SSN 

• Then choose a 4-digit PIN 

Where can I use the card? 

Anywhere that accepts EBT/Bridge Cards. 

You can buy most groceries (fruits, vegetables, meat, dairy, bread, etc.). 

 

LOST/WRONG CARDS 
I lost my child’s Summer EBT card. 

Call 888-678-8914 for a replacement. 

A new card will be mailed within 2 business days. 

I received a card for a child who does not live here. 

Write “Return to Sender – Not at This Address” on the envelope and return it. 

 

ADDRESS INFORMATION 
• Cards cannot be mailed to a different address by request. 

• They CAN be mailed to P.O. boxes if that is the student’s address. 

• Mail forwarding does NOT work for Summer EBT cards. 

• If you move, update your address with both the school and MDHHS (if you have an active case). 

• Address updates should be made as soon as possible. Benefits can be issued through August 31. 

 

NEED HELP? 
MDHHS Summer EBT Call Center 

Phone: 833-905-0028 (option 2) 

Email: MDHHS-SEBT@Michigan.gov 


