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 Subject: Update to Attending Provider Field on the Institutional Hospital Claim 

Form 
 
 Effective: As Indicated 
 
Programs Affected: Medicaid, Healthy Michigan Plan, MIChild, Maternity Outpatient Medical 

Services (MOMS) 
 
This policy clarifies definitions and identifies the acceptable attending provider types reported on 
hospital claims billed on the UB-04 claim format. These changes are effective January 1, 2022, 
to align with claim editing updates made to reflect current industry, payer, and professional 
licensing regulation of attending providers for hospital inpatient and outpatient services. 
 
Attending Provider Definition 
 
In an effort to align claims editing with policy, the definition of attending provider for hospital 
claims is updated to mirror current federal and state laws and regulations, as well as universally 
accepted healthcare industry claim reporting conventions and protocols that define healthcare 
provider roles in various settings. Two applicable definitions exist that refer to attending 
provider: 
 

Michigan Public Health Code 
 
"Attending physician" means the physician selected by, or assigned to, the patient and who 
has primary responsibility for the treatment and care of the patient. (MCL 333.20102[4]) 
 
National Uniform Billing Committee (NUBC) – UB-04 Manual 
 
Form Locator 76: The Attending Provider is the individual who has overall responsibility for 
the patient’s medical care and treatment reported in this claim. (Official UB-04 Data 
Specifications Manual 2022) 
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Using these two definitions, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
adopts the following to classify the appropriate provider types for the institutional hospital 
attending provider claim field: 
 

The attending provider is the individual who has the primary responsibility for the treatment 
and care of the beneficiary. Depending on the setting and professional licensure 
regulations, the specific provider type can vary. 

 
Attending Providers for Inpatient Hospital Claims 
 
Consistent with Michigan professional licensure and scope of practice statute, the following 
providers are allowed to be reported in the attending field (FL 76) for institutional invoices 
submitted for an inpatient hospital claim: 
 

• Physicians (MD/DO) 
• Podiatrists 
• Oral/Maxillofacial Surgeons 
• Dentists 
• Certified Nurse Midwives 

 
Attending Providers for Outpatient Hospital Claims 
 
The provider with the primary responsibility for the treatment and care of the beneficiary in the 
outpatient setting is listed as the Attending Provider. The provider type varies according to the 
service provided.   
 
A complete list of allowed attending providers for inpatient and outpatient services can be found 
on the MDHHS Provider Resources for Institutional Providers webpage. 
 
Refer to the MDHHS Medicaid Provider Manual for guidelines and information regarding the 
institutional claim format for inpatient and outpatient services. 
 
Manual Maintenance 
 
Retain this bulletin until the information has been incorporated into the MDHHS Medicaid 
Provider Manual. 
 
Questions 
 
Any questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to Provider Inquiry, Department of 
Health and Human Services, P.O. Box 30731, Lansing, Michigan 48909-8231, or e-mailed to 
ProviderSupport@michigan.gov. When you submit an e-mail, be sure to include your name, 
affiliation, NPI number, and phone number so you may be contacted if necessary. Typical 
Providers may phone toll-free 1-800-292-2550. Atypical Providers may phone toll-free  
1-800-979-4662. 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/assistance-programs/medicaid/portalhome/medicaid-providers/medicaid-provider-alerts/data/pages/institutional
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/doing-business/providers/providers/medicaid/policyforms/medicaid-provider-manual
mailto:ProviderSupport@michigan.gov
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An electronic copy of this document is available at www.michigan.gov/medicaidproviders >> 
Policy, Letters & Forms.   
 
Approved 
 
 
 
Farah Hanley 
Chief Deputy Director for Health 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/medicaidproviders
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