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Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2026 

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Where: Teams Meeting 
 

Attendees: BAC Members: Amy Bonner, Jennifer Burss, Jackie Catinella, Octavia 
Foster, Kathleen Lawrence, Jeffrey Pitt, Bonnie Scharp One BAC member 
who wishes not to display name publicly 
 
MDHHS Staff: Mitch Laretz, Meghan Vanderstelt, Katie Commey, Nicole 
Hudson, Theresa Anderson  

Updates 
 
Mitch Laretz opened the meeting and provided attendees with an overview of the agenda and a 
recap of the previous Beneficiary Advisory Council (BAC) meeting in February 2026. An update 
on the status of the BAC/MAC annual report was given. The BAC co-chair introduced a newly 
elected co-chair to those in attendance.  
 
H.R.1. 
 
Katie Commey, the MDHHS Policy Integration & Evaluation Division Director, gave a 
presentation with PowerPoint on the department’s efforts to inform Medicaid beneficiaries of 
upcoming Medicaid eligibility changes. Information provided included a timeline for when 
eligibility changes will go into effect, as well as when MDHHS intends to distribute varying 
messages to Medicaid members. Following the presentation, an opportunity was given for BAC 
members to ask questions. Some of the concerns raised included how community partners will 
be utilized to spread messaging of requirements. In response, Commey shared there will be a 
webinar focused on how community partners can use toolkits MDHHS is developing. To 
address questions about the role local office staff will play, Commey shared there will be an 
interactive recording when community members contact their local office, and staff will provide 
resources to those with eligibility questions. 
 
Member Resources 
 
Mitch Laretz notified members a priority identified as something to research further as a 
potential recommendation is resources provided to Medicaid members. Members in attendance 
verified a desire to further examine existing member resources to develop a recommendation for 
how MDHHS can enhance materials distributed. 
 
Rural Health Transformation Program 
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Theresa Anderson, the MDHHS Project Director of Policy & Planning, gave a presentation on 
how Michigan is utilizing funding provided for the Rural Health Transformation Program. 
Programs and funding tied to upcoming initiatives for grant awardees were elaborated on. In 
response to a question about how participating organizations are using funding, Anderson 
revealed a website that reveals funding allotments to organizations. A question was asked about 
themes from the early portion of funding distribution. In response, Anderson stated most 
organizations have projects they’ve had plans to institute but additional obstacles facing rural 
health organizations have prevented them from being implemented. A BAC member asked 
about the role CMS plays in the initiative, to which Anderson explained the Office of Rural 
Health was just created and CMS staff will continue collaborating with states of the program.  
 
Round Robin Discussion 
 
BAC members in attendance were offered the opportunity to bring forth any topic they wished to 
discuss with one another. One member recommended the BAC attend a self-determination 
conference to highlight the Council’s contributions. Another member asked that Home and 
Community-Based services be examined by the group in the future based on funding 
implications.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 am. 
  


