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Date: Wednesday, March 4, 2026 
Time: 1:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Where: Teams Meeting 
 

Attendees: MAC Members: Jackie Catinella, Stacey Hettiger, Kristen Elliott, Debbie 
Aldridge, Robert Sheehan, Michelle Lindsay, Salli Pung, Farah Jalloul-Rizk, 
Bill Mayer, Jim Milanowski, Amy Bonner, Colin Ford, Tyler LaPlaunt, April 
Stopczynski, Monica Trevino, Melissa Samuel, Jeffrey Pitt, Amy Zaagman, 
Phillip Bergquist, Kelly Bidelman, Craig Reiter 
 
MDHHS Staff: Mitch Laretz, Steven Prichard, Katie Commey, Lisa DiLernia, 
Erin Emerson, Amy Epkey, Matthew Seager, Janell Troutman, Meghan 
Vanderstelt, Scott Wamsley, Tyler Wise, Nicole Hudson, Michael Hart, Brian 
Keisling, Penny Rutledge, Alymamah Mashrah 
 
Other Attendees: Michael Daeschlein, Kim Parks, David Lowe, Nailene 
Gonzalez, Amber Bellazaire, Ta'Sheena Williams, Elinor Jordan, Alisha Rao 

 
Welcome and Recap 
 
Mitch Laretz opened the meeting and provided a summary of the discussion from the December 
Medicaid Advisory Committee (MAC) meeting, and an overview of the agenda for today's 
meeting.  
 
Newly Elected Co-Chairs 
 
Bill Mayer, interim chair for the MAC, introduced the newly-elected co-chairs for the Medicaid 
MAC: Phillip Bergquist (Director of the Michigan Primary Care Association), Kelly Bidelman 
(Director of the Center for Civil Justice) and Jackie Catinella, who also co-chairs the Beneficiary 
Advisory Council (BAC).  
 
BAC Update 
 
Jacki Catinella provided meeting attendees with a recap of the proceedings of the February 
BAC meeting. In response to a question about H.R.1, Laretz indicated that while that issue was 
not discussed at the most recent BAC meeting, the BAC has previously had the opportunity to 
discuss any potential issues that may arise with the provisions of this legislation.  
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Annual Report: Updates 
 
Mitch Laretz shared that work is ongoing for drafting the BAC and MAC annual report, and that 
the committee is hoping to have a draft ready to share at the June quarterly MAC meeting.  
 
State Budget Update 
 
Amy Epkey provided an overview of several key provisions of the Governor's Fiscal Year (FY) 
2027 Executive Budget Recommendation. The recommendation requests $88.1 billion in total, 
of which the MDHHS budget is $44 billion. The next steps in the budget process include 
legislative hearings.  
 
A meeting attendee expressed concern about proposed cuts to the prisoner reentry program 
and asked if there are any other proposed cuts. In response, Epkey indicated that the Executive 
Budget Recommendation includes a $150 million reduction in the Medicaid program, but 
specifics still need to be determined. Epkey further indicated that conversations between 
MDHHS and the State Budget Office (SBO) about potential specific cuts will take place in the 
future. A meeting attendee requested that the tribes be included in these conversations when 
they take place.  
 
In response to a question from a meeting attendee, Epkey indicated that no new funds are 
proposed in the Executive Budget Recommendation to support individuals returning to the 
community from carceral settings.  
 
Meeting attendees also raised a question about whether funds are available for the Waskul 
settlement. In response, Epkey indicated that the specific amount that will be allocated in the 
FY27 budget is not known at this time, but funding has been allocated in the past to support this 
settlement.  
 
MAC 2026 Goals 
 
Kelly Bidelman shared that the primary goal for the MAC in 2026 is to ensure that Medicaid 
remains accessible, stable and responsive to the needs of beneficiaries while preparing for 
anticipated policy changes, and highlighted specific key priorities and recommendations to this 
end. Meeting attendees were invited to share suggestions for revisions to these goals and 
recommendations. Meeting attendees asked clarifying questions about which populations will be 
exempt from the federal work requirements (i.e., social security disability, tribal members) 
outlined in the H.R.1 legislation, and about the department's communication with these 
individuals. 
 
Meeting attendees also discussed the direct care workforce shortage and developing measures 
of success for the 2026 MAC goals and recommendations. A suggestion was made to refine the 
list of goals and recommendations to prioritize a smaller number of action items, such as 
communication with Medicaid beneficiaries about changes or lack of changes to their coverage 
as a result of H.R.1 implementation, utilizing community-based organizations for these 
communication efforts. Other suggested priorities include community education regarding 
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federal work requirements.  
 
MI Coordinated Health (MICH) 
 
Matthew Seager provided an update on the implementation of the MICH program for individuals 
who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid, which replaced the MI Health Link program 
effective January 1, 2026. MICH successfully went live on January 1, 2026. To implement, staff 
worked closely with the Home Help and MI Choice Waiver teams to ensure continuity of 
coverage for dually-eligible individuals. Approximately 80,000 beneficiaries are currently 
enrolled in MICH. In response to a question, Seager shared a link to a map of which areas in 
Michigan are served by MICH. A meeting attendee also raised an issue of some Home Help 
beneficiaries reporting that they were not able to keep their current providers after the switch to 
MICH. In response, Seager indicated that this issue was due to Electronic Visit Verification 
(EVV) requirements for individual home help providers, but that it has been largely resolved. In 
addition, Seager clarified that the work requirements included in H.R.1 do not apply to MICH 
beneficiaries. 
 
H.R.1 
 
Nicole Hudson provided an update on the provisions of H.R.1 that impact MDHHS including 
eligibility changes for certain populations and the implementation of Medicaid work 
requirements, and shared that the department is on track to implement the required provisions 
on time. Department staff are currently meeting with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) once every two weeks to provide progress updates on the implementation of 
necessary technology changes for eligibility systems. Final guidance from CMS will be released 
in June 2026, after which MDHHS will work on finalizing updates. Additionally, Katie Commey 
shared an update on communication efforts that are underway to share information and engage 
with beneficiaries and community partners on the impacts of H.R.1 
 
A meeting attendee asked for information on how MDHHS will communicate with Medicaid 
beneficiaries about H.R.1 depending on which Medicaid category they are in. In response, 
MDHHS staff shared that beneficiaries currently enrolled in the Healthy Michigan Plan (HMP) 
will receive an awareness letter in early 2026, and then a follow-up formal letter three months 
prior to renewal. MDHHS is also working to add impact information to individual MI Bridges 
accounts. In a follow-up question, a meeting attendee asked how H.R.1 will specifically impact 
Medicaid Emergency Services Only (ESO) beneficiaries. In response, MDHHS staff shared that 
the only change for ESO beneficiaries is a reduction in Federal Matching Assistance Percentage 
(FMAP) rate from 90/10 to 65/35.  
 
Meeting attendees also asked for clarification on specific exemptions for the Medicaid work 
requirements included in H.R.1. In response, MDHHS staff noted that the department will make 
an effort to provide some high-level categorical exemptions, but that final guidance from CMS is 
needed before specifics are known. Staff further indicated that MDHHS is working to develop 
messaging to address specific situations.  
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Midwife and Homebirth Policy 
 
Janell Troutman shared information on forthcoming changes to Midwife and Homebirth policy, 
with an accompanying PowerPoint presentation.  
 
Following the presentation, a meeting attendee asked if MDHHS has input on the licensing 
requirements for Midwives and freestanding birth centers. 
 
In response, Troutman shared that Midwives are currently licensed providers in the State of 
Michigan, and that the current proposed policy is specific to Medicaid coverage for services. 
Comments regarding licensing requirements should be directed to the Department of Licensing 
and Regulatory Affairs (LARA). She further noted that licensing requirements for Freestanding 
Birth Centers are currently being developed, and offered to share information on the public 
comment process (if applicable).  
 
Another attendee shared that strict regulations are in place for midwives to direct beneficiaries 
to the hospital when complications arise and asked if Michigan reached out to other states about 
their implementation process for coverage of midwives. 
 
In response, Troutman shared that MDHHS staff have reviewed research and data for the 
implementation of Medicaid coverage of licensed Midwifery and Freestanding Birth Centers in 
the states of Washington and Minnesota, and found that in both cases utilization for these 
services is low.  
 
A meeting attendee also requested that MDHHS consider contingencies for beneficiaries 
seeking home births who reside in a rural area when developing policy. 
 
Round Robin Discussion  
 
Laretz offered any MAC member in attendance the opportunity to bring forth a discussion topic 
to the group.  
 
No questions or comments were raised during this portion. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Laretz opened the floor to anyone in attendance who is not an MAC member or MDHHS staff to 
bring forth a discussion topic to the group.  
 
No questions or comments were raised during this portion. 
 
Next Steps 
 
The next meeting will be held June 4, 2026 from 9:30 am – 12 pm. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:09 pm. 


