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About this @é
booklet é/_\

Navigating the legal system after a sexual assault can be
overwhelming. You might not know where to start or what rights you
have.

This booklet provides important information about your rights under

Michigan law. Throughout these pages, you will find resources and
information about your right to:

Apply for Crime Victim Compensation.

File a police report.

Receive notice of a perpetrator’s arrest or release.
Learn the status of your criminal case.

Request a Personal Protection Order (PPO).

QAAIID

Enroll in Michigan's Address Confidentiality Program.

You will also find Title IX resources, information about Michigan's
Sexual Assault Kit Tracking System, and how to receive 24/7,
confidential support through Michigan's sexual assault hotline.

You are not alone.

Page 1



Crime Victim Compensation

If you've had a sexual assault medical forensic exam or filed a police
report, you may be eligible for crime victim compensation benefits.
This program may help pay out-of-pocket medical expenses, lost
earnings, counseling, or other expenses for people who have been
harmed as the direct result of a crime. To learn more, visit
Michigan.gov/CrimeVictim or call 877-251-7373.

Right to file a police report

You can choose whether or not to talk to the police or file a report.

If you file a police report, a police officer should be assigned to
investigate your case.

The law may require the health care provider who performed the
sexual assault medical forensic examination to inform the police
they have treated you. You do not have to speak with the police if
you do not want to.

Right to notice of perpetrator

arrest & release

If you have filed a police report, you have the right to ask the police
to notify you of an arrest in your case, and/or the release of the
arrested person (MCL 780.753). You can also register to be

notified of offender custody status and court information through the
Michigan Victim Information & Notification Everyday (MI-VINE) tool.
Visit VineLink.com or call 800-770-7657 for more information.
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Right to information about status

of the criminal case

If you have filed a police report, you have the right to ask about
the status of your case, including:

O The name of the investigating officer assigned to your case.

Whether your case has been submitted to the prosecuting
attorney for review.

O Whether your case has been closed and the reason for closure.

The police may ask you to make the first request for case status
information in writing. The police are only required to give you
information that is available at the time of your request. You can call
back for updates on the investigation.

Right to ask for a

Personal Protection Order (PPO)

A Personal Protection Order (PPO) is a court order to protect you from
someone who has sexually assaulted you or someone you are afraid
may sexually assault you. You have the right to ask a Michigan circuit
court for a Sexual Assault PPO, even if you decide not to talk to the
police. If granted, a PPO can order that person not to have physical
contact, or electronic/social media contact with you, follow you, or
approach you or the place where you live, work, or go to school.

If the court grants you a PPO, the police can arrest the restrained
person if there is reason to believe that they violated the terms of the
PPO. If the police do not arrest the person who violates the order, you
have the right to go to court and ask that the person be held in
contempt of court for violating the order. For more information, visit
MichiganLegalHelp.org.
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Right to enroll in the Michigan

Address Confidentiality Program

You have the right to enroll in the Michigan Address Confidentiality
Program (ACP). The ACP can help you keep your actual, physical
address confidential by providing an official designated (substitute)
address that you can use instead of your real address. Participants
receive an ID card to show as proof of participation in the program and
a corrected driver's license or state ID.

MICHIGAN
ADDRESS
CONFIDENTIALITY
PROGRAM

The ACP also provides a free mail forwarding service. All first-class,
registered, and certified mail sent to the designated (substitute)
address will be processed and sent to your real/confidential address.
This service does not include 3rd class mail or packages.

You must have a Victim Advocate or Certified Application Assistant
help you register in the ACP. You can search for an application
assistant near you at:

MailLocker.Michigan.gov/VAList

If there is not someone available in your area, the Department of
Attorney General can help you register. Please contact 313-456-0190
and ask for an Address Confidentiality Advocate.
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Title IX resources for

students and staff

If you are a student or school employee and were assaulted at school
or at a school event, or if you were assaulted by another student,
school faculty or staff, the school may be able to help.

Under a federal law called Title IX;, all
schools and universities must have a process
for responding to sexual assault allegations.
Every school that receives federal funding
must follow Title IX. This includes public and
private elementary schools, middle schools,
high schools, colleges, and universities.

You can contact the Title IX Coordinator at your school to learn how
the school can help. Check your school's website or student
handbook for the Title IX Coordinator's name and contact information.
If you tell a teacher or other school employee about the sexual
assault, they must usually notify the Title IX Coordinator and/or
police.
. ' The school can help in several ways. They may
be able offer counseling, change class

schedules, assist with schoolwork or exam
Q schedules, change campus housing

arrangements, or remove the person who
assaulted you from the school.

If you are victim of campus sexual assault, it's important to know that
you have choices and are entitled to help. Learn more about
resources that are available to help by visiting the website below.

Michigan.gov/CampusSexualAssault

Page 5




Evidence kit testing rights

If you have released your kit for testing, you can contact the officer
investigating your case to ask for kit testing results (MCL 752.956). If
you choose not to release your kit, the medical facility will store it for
one year. You can decide to release it any time during that year.

You have the right to know:

& \When the kit was sent to a crime lab for testing.
@& \Whether a DNA profile (DNA evidence) was found in the Kkit.
@& \Whether a DNA profile was entered into CODIS.

& \Whether a DNA profile resulted in a CODIS match.

Track-Kit™ - Michigan’s Sexual

Assault Kit Tracking System

Track-Kit™ is a secure online system where you can track your kit's

location and status. You can access Track-Kit™ through any device

that has internet access, any time, as often as you choose. Your use
of Track-Kit™ is anonymous and free.

TRACK((([Ti

Track-Kit™ gives you resource information, medical facility and law
enforcement contact details, and the ability to sign up for
notifications about your kit.
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Accessing Track-Kit"

You can log in to Track-Kit™ after your medical forensic exam. The
health care provider who performed the exam should have given
you a bar code and temporary password on a sheet of paper. Please
contact that health care provider if you do not have this information.

Logging in to Track-Kit™
» Co to Mi.track-kit.us

» Enter your bar code number (this will always be your
username) and password.

@& The first time you log in, you must change your password.
@ You can sign up for email or text notifications about your kit.

@& Technical help is available by contacting 855-316-4120,
track-kit.support@invitahealth.com, or the online support
button. This option will help you use Track-Kit™ but cannot
give you information about the status of your kit.

Your Kit Information

If you released your kit to law enforcement for testing:

Information about your kit's location will be unavailable for at least 48
hours after your exam. You can still log into Track-Kit™ during that
time to access contacts and resource information.

If you did not release your kit to law enforcement for testing:

The medical facility will store your kit for at least one year. If you
decide you want to release your kit to law enforcement for testing,
please contact the medical facility as soon as possible. You can also
download a consent release form from your Track-Kit™ portal, fill it
out, sign it, and mail it to your medical facility.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q What happens to the kit after the exam?

If you have agreed to release your kit, the police will send it to a crime lab
for testing. If you do not release the kit to the police for testing, Michigan
law requires the health care provider to store it for one year. You can
release the kit any time during the one-year period. In most cases, a kit
stored by a health care provider cannot be given to police or tested unless
you decide to release it (MCL 752.933). The medical facility can dispose of or
destroy the kit after the one-year storage period. Once destroyed, the
evidence collected can no longer be tested.

Q Are all released kits sent to a crime lab for testing?

e Yes. If you have released the kit to police, the law requires police to send
the kit to a crime lab for testing within a certain period of time, typically two
weeks. A crime lab has 90 days to test the evidence. This can take longer if
the process involves more than one police agency or the lab has limited
resources (MCL 752.934).

Q What will the crime lab test for?

Q A scientist will test the samples collected in the kit for DNA evidence.
If there is enough DNA in the sample, a DNA profile is developed. A DNA
profile is like a fingerprint that can help identify a suspect.

Q What if there is no DNA evidence?

Q There are many reasons why DNA may not be present. For example, the
offender may not have left any DNA or the offender may have left too little
DNA. DNA evidence is not a legal requirement for prosecution. DNA is only
one piece of evidence in an investigation.

Q What if there is DNA evidence?

e If the lab finds enough DNA evidence, it will develop a DNA profile. The lab
will enter the DNA profile into a national database called CODIS.
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What is CODIS?

CODIS is an acronym for the Combined DNA Index System.

It is a system of national, state, and local databases administered by the
FBI. CODIS allows crime labs to compare kit evidence to DNA profiles
from known criminal offenders, arrestees, and unknown suspects from
other crimes.

What is a "match” or a "hit" in CODIS?

When the lab puts a DNA profile in CODIS, they compare it to offender
profiles already in CODIS. A match or hit is when a DNA profile matched an
offender or a different crime scene. There are two types of hits: a hit that
identifies an offender and a hit that matches DNA profile of an offender
who is still unknown.

A hit in CODIS does not always mean the case is solved or that the case
will go to trial. If the offender is unknown, a hit can result in identifying the
offender. Other times, a hit can add to existing evidence and build a
stronger case by identifying a serial offender.

Does my DNA go into CODIS?

No. The CODIS database is made up of DNA profiles from individuals
convicted of or arrested for particular crimes and unknown suspects from
other crimes.

What about the DNA profile of a consensual sexual partner?
In some cases, a DNA profile may identify the DNA of a consensual sexual
partner rather than the offender. If this happens, that profile may be
removed from CODIS. You can talk to the police about this process.

How can | find out DNA testing results?

Contact your investigating officer.
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Help &

Resources

You may feel you want to talk to someone at some point after the
assault. Michigan's sexual assault hotline offers immediate support and
referrals to local service providers. Your information will never be
shared, and you only have to share as much or as little about your
identity as you see fit. Hotline services are;

v 24/7 v  Free v’ Confidential v’ Anonymous

Counselors can help you connect with local service programs that

provide individual counseling, support groups, legal advocacy, support
for friends and family, and much more.

Sexual Assault Hotline

855-VOICES4

24/7 Free.Confidential.

CALL TEXT" TTY
) 855-864-2374 [ 866-238-1454 7. 517-381-8470

Michigan.gov/Voices4

*Standard text messaging rates apply
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