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Michigan Commission on Community Action and  
Economic Opportunity  

Friday, February 3, 2023 
10:00 am-2:00 pm 

University of Michigan- School of 
Social Work 

Educational Conference Center 
 

Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
Members: Justin Hodge, Katie Anderson, Carolyn Bloodworth, Dwan Dandridge, Tiffany Mayers, 

Miguel Rodriguez, Ashley Slack, Ravi Yalamanchi, Milinda Ysasi 
Staff: Paula Kaiser VanDam, Kris Schoenow, Janice Harvey, Courtney Lousma 
Guests: Susan Newhof (Teams), Kristin Seefeldt, Trina Shanks, Beth Angell, Several U of M Social 

Work Students 
Absent: Stephanie Kasprzak, Kelly Garrett, Jill Sutton, Shamayim Harris, 

 
I. Welcome and introductions 

• Justin Hodge called the meeting to order 10:04am.  
• Dr. Beth Angell, Dean of School of Social Work, provided a brief welcome and 

introduction 
 

II. Approval of November 4, 2022 Meeting Minutes – Chair Hodge asked for a motion to 
approve the meeting minutes.  Milinda Ysasi made the motion to approve and Dwan 
Dandridge seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.   
 

III. Poverty Solutions Presentation with Kristin Seefeldt, University of Michigan  
• Please see a copy of Professor Seefeldt’s PowerPoint Presentation on Poverty Solutions/ 

“Partnering with Communities and Policy Makers to Find New Ways to Prevent and 
Alleviate Poverty” 

• Professor Seefeldt presented on several research projects which poverty solutions has 
recently been involved, including: the financial wellbeing of Detroit residents, United 
Way- Financial Wellbeing Innovation Challenge, Childcare, and SummerWorks.  

• Collaborative Partnership is needed 
• Real subject matter experts are those with lived experiences 
• Commissioners made several comments, specifically about pertaining to: 

o housing, childcare (tri share) and childcare infrastructure, summer youth 
employment programs, education, and transportation. 

o Policy change is needed to go toward childcare infrastructure 
o Burdensome requirements to access services 
o Research is needed to evaluate how these projects impact low income families 

in the long term.  
o Research is needed to address several parameters including education, 

transportation, and access to services 
 

IV. BCAEO Update and Action Items – Kris Schoenow 
• Kris shared a written update  
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• Outside of the written update, Kris provided updates on the following:  
o Weatherization Expansion and BIL infrastructure at BCAEO 
o MiTEC leadership changes, working to strengthen the network. 

 Kris will be stepping in as executive director of MiTEC 
o BCAEO is working to reduce barriers, and get more people working in the 

WAP 
 MiTEC Website employment pipeline (Form: Interest Survey 

(michigan.gov)) 
 Working on EA Cohort, which will be a 10-week intensive training, and 

will pull from the pipeline 
o MCA (Association) leadership change 

 Modernization Act 
 Legislative Day at the Capital May 11, 2023 

 
V. Children’s Savings Accounts Presentation with Dr. Trina Shanks, University of Michigan  

• Please see a copy of Dr. Shanks Presentation on “History, Models, & Future Direction for 
CSAs in Michigan” 

• SEED- Saving for Education, Entrepreneurship, and Down payment 
• MI-SEED run by OLHSA 
• Washtenaw CSA 
• Lansing/MSUFCU CSA 
• Future Direction for CSAs was discussed involving IDAs, 529 reform, baby bonds, and 

expanding work force development. 
• CSAs and Reparations… can we use CSAs as a platform for implementing reparations? 

 
VI. Focus Groups Discussion/Commissioner Discussion 

• MDHHS Staff advised that focus group(s) are required of the commission. Afterwards, a 
report on the Commission’s findings will be sent to Governor Whitmer’s office. 

• The Commission decided to address the topics of CSAs and Childcare with focus groups. 
• Chair Hodge asked for a motion to proceed with focus groups on the two topics. Ravi 

Yalamanchi made the motion, and Miguel Rodriguez seconded the motion. Passed 
unanimously.  

• The group provided perspective on focus group participants, and making the groups a 
more welcoming experience. 

• Future meetings plan 
o Move May 5 meeting to May 11 to coincide with MCA’s Legislative Day 
o August Meeting will be held at GCCARD with focus groups 

• Will need to compile focus group questions 
o November meeting will be held at Washtenaw CAA  

• Tiffany and Justin provided feedback on their recent visit to GCCARD (CAA) 
 
VII. Public Comment- none 

 
VIII. Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Doing-Business-with-MDHHS/Weatherization-Contractors/Interest-Survey--Approved-Final.pdf?rev=d1bf9ed4fec84da6906923b2d54f35a5&hash=8220CCF56135ACAE92B507E24F2A3397
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Doing-Business-with-MDHHS/Weatherization-Contractors/Interest-Survey--Approved-Final.pdf?rev=d1bf9ed4fec84da6906923b2d54f35a5&hash=8220CCF56135ACAE92B507E24F2A3397
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