Michigan Commission on Community Action and
Economic Opportunity
Thursday, May 11, 2023
11:00am — 4:30 pm
Heritage Hall- 323 W. Ottawa Street, Lansing, M1
Grand Tower- Dempsey Room- 235 S. Grand Avenue, Lansing MI

Commission Meeting Minutes

Members: Justin Hodge, Katie Anderson, Carolyn Bloodworth, Dwan Dandridge, Tiffany Mayers,
Miguel Rodriguez, Jill Sutton, Shamayim Harris, Brian McGrain

Staff: Paula Kaiser VanDam, Kris Schoenow, Janice Harvey, Courtney Lousma

Guests: Susan Newhof (Teams), Amber Paxton (City of Lansing), Madeleine March-Meenagh
(CEDAM)
Absent: Kelly Garrett, Ashley Slack, Ravi Yalamanchi, Milinda Ysasi, Tiffany Myers

L. From 1lam-3pm Commissioners were participating in Michigan Community Action’s (MCA)
Legislative Day at Heritage Hall. From 3:00-4:30PM, Commissioners held a minute meeting
at the Grand Tower.

II. Welcome
e Justin Hodge called the meeting to order 3:00 PM

1. Approval of February 3, 2023 Meeting Minutes — Chair Hodge asked for a motion to
approve the meeting minutes. Miguel Rodriguez made the motion to approve and
Carolyn Bloodworth seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

IV.  Child Savings Accounts presentation by Brian Rakovitis of CEDAM

e Please see a copy of Brian’s PowerPoint Presentation on the Children’s Saving Account
Network

e Successful CSAs would have: universal eligibility, auto enrollment, initial seed deposits
($5-500), community contribution, dual account structure, restricted withdrawals, and in
classroom/community engagement.

e $500 in CSA at graduation is considered a success. The average financial crisis is $400,
$500 in a CSA could save a student from having to drop out of a post-secondary education
program.

e Community Development: It is important to consider more community programs,
specifically stronger community ties between financial institutions and communities.

V. BCAEO Update and Action Items — Kris Schoenow
e Kiris shared a written update which was provided to commissioners prior to our
meeting.

VL Commissioner Discussion- Q&A



VIL

VIIL.

IX.

e A list of CSA Participating locations can be found here: LINK
e Carolyn Bloodworth asked what it will take to get these projects moving.
o More than public funds
o More funding
e Katie Anderson asked about CEDAMs partnership with other organizations to alleviate
barriers (including organizations that help with mental health, life skills, etc).
e CEDAM encourages these partnerships, and these partnerships are reportedly in the
works.
Community resource development in the works
Connection with the community
Building a toolkit
Remove barriers
* Commissioners discussed the critical differences between a
“systems situation” versus an “individual situation”
e Shamayim Harris inquired as to whether or not CSAs have any impact on other DHHS
benefits for families?

o No. CSA funds cannot be reported as income. A student identification number is
used for these accounts, not a Social Security Number, so it will not be reported
as income, and non-citizens can utilize the accounts.

o 529s require SSNs

e Paula Kaiser VanDam mentioned Pathways To Potential (which is an incentive program for
chronically absent students), and the use of incentives for CSAs.

¢ Dwan Dandridge asked what equity looks like for CEDAM. There was also commission
discussion regarding an “equity bonus.”

O O O O

Future meetings
e Currently scheduled August meeting will be rescheduled due to a scheduling conflict.

Public Comment- none

Adjournment — Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 pm.
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