Michigan Commission on Community Action and
Economic Opportunity
Friday, November 4, 2022
10:00 am-2:00 pm
Capital Area Community Services
1301 Rensen Street, Lansing

Commission Meeting Minutes

Members: Justin Hodge (Chair), Katie Anderson, Carolyn Bloodworth, Dwan Dandridge, Shamayim
Harris, Tiffany Mayers, Miguel Rodriguez, Ashleigh Slack, Jill Sutton, Ravi Yalamanchi,
Staft: Kris Schoenow, Janice Harvey, Courtney Lousma

Guests: Hassan Hammoud, 211, Susan Newhof (Teams)

Absent: Stephanie Kasprzak, Kelly Garrett, Milinda Ysasi

IL.

III.

IV.

V.

Welcome and introductions
e Justin Hodge called the meeting to order 10:09am.

Approval of September 30, 2022 Meeting Minutes — Chair Hodge asked for a motion to
approve the meeting minutes. Carolyn Bloodworth made the motion to approve and
Ashley Slack seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Tour of Capital Area Community Services by Miguel Rodriguez

Presentation on Michigan 211- Hassan Hammoud, Executive Director, 211

Please see Hassan’s highlighted 211 FY22 Annual Report for full presentation.
211 is a database of community resources
Advocacy and education for community engagement
Community information exchange- going beyond just giving a phone number, and
providing referrals
Discussion about referrals and unmet needs
o Top Needs: food, housing, transportation, and utilities.
211 Caller Demographics
Low income, female, age 55+
Single person household
Under $20,000 annual income

o
o
o
o Current DHHS Clients

Commission Discussion and Next Steps
¢ Financial empowerment

o Advocate for state funding

o Overlap with housing/affordable housing
o Homeowner education

o Down payment assistance



o IDA
e Support bank/unbanked
o Connect to traditional financial services
e Children’s savings account
o Income level supports for college...books, room/board, etc.
o Washtenaw CSA program ($25 account for public school students)
o Friend of the court/child care and tax deduction
e Predatory Lending
o Failed ballot initiative
o Talk to banks about predatory lending
o Opportunities to get low income persons banked
Affordable housing/land banks/eviction diversion
Foster care support
Tri-share childcare support
Mental Health
Weatherization/LIHEAP
Efficiency with contract management
Top items to focus on- focus for group:
o Weatherization/LIHEAP
o Efficiency in contract management
o Predatory lending

o Tri-share childcare/Children’s savings accounts- follow-up with presentations in
2023

VI.  BCAEO Update and Action Items — Kris Schoenow
e Kiris shared a written update

VII.  Adjournment — Meeting was adjourned at 2:00 pm.



	Michigan Commission on Community Action and
	Economic Opportunity
	Friday, November 4, 2022

