
Commission on Services to the Aging (CSA) Meeting 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 

Bureau of Aging, Community Living, and Supports (ACLS Bureau) 

Crawford County Commission on Aging 
4388 West M-72 Hwy, Grayling 

Friday, July 18, 2025 

APPROVED MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting of the Commission on Services to the Aging was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by 
Commission Chair Bob Schlueter. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 
Commission roll call was taken, and a quorum was present. 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 
Bob Schlueter, Mark Bomberg, Jimmy Bruce, William Bupp, Nancy Duncan, Walid 
Gammouh, Jennifer Lepard, Joy Murphy, Michael Pohnl, and Shirley Tuggle 

COMMISSIONERS EXCUSED 
Arjan Kallou, Guillermo Lopez, Tene Milton-Ramsey, Dennis Smith, and Kristie Zamora 

STAFF PRESENT 
Kelly Cooper, Nick Drzal, Brenda Ross, Scott Wamsley, and Scott Werner 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Chair Schlueter requested a motion to approve the CSA meeting agenda. Motion was 
made by Commissioner Duncan and Commissioner Murphy seconded the motion; 
motion was approved by voice vote.  

APPROVAL OF CSA MEETING MINUTES 
Chair Schlueter requested a motion to approve the June 20, 2025, CSA meeting 
minutes. Motion was made by Commissioner Tuggle and Commissioner Duncan 
seconded the motion; motion was approved by voice vote. 

WELCOME  
Region 9 Area Agency on Aging Welcome and Overview 
Yvette Smigelski, Director of Business/Financial Services, thanked Crawford County 
Commission on Aging for hosting the meeting and public hearing and welcomed the 
commission. She gave an overview of the Region 9 Area Agency on Aging. 

Crawford County Commission on Aging Welcome and Overview 
Brian McLaughlin, Director, provided a welcome and gave a presentation and overview 
of programs.  
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COMMISSION CHAIR REPORT 
Chair Schlueter reported the following: 

• Thanked Yvette Smigelski, Brian McLauglin, and all senior center staff for presenting
and hosting the meeting and public hearing.

• Commended the Crawford County Commission on Aging, the Region 9 AAA, and
the aging network for their immediate and comprehensive response to the March
2025 ice storm in northern Michigan and making sure seniors in the area were safe.

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATED TO THE STATE PLAN ON AGING OR ACLS 
BUREAU PROGRAMS, SERVICES, POLICIES, OR ISSUES IMPACTING OLDER 
AND VULNERABLE ADULTS 

• None.

STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT 
Commissioner Tuggle, SAC Chair, provided the following updates: 

• SAC members have finished the housing research report and there will be a request
for CSA approval later in the meeting. The report will be finalized by the ACLS
Bureau and then be published on the website to be shared. The research committee
is now beginning work on their next report on respite care.

• Next SAC meeting has been changed to August 14, 2025, at the Capitol Commons
Center, 400 S. Pine Street, Lansing. She noted that the reason for the change was
so it was held the day before the CSA meeting, which will allow commissioners to
more easily attend the SAC meeting and vice versa. She invited commissioners to
attend if they are able.

• Any CSA members interested in being a guest commissioner at the SAC meetings
should let Commissioner Tuggle know.

CSA ADVOCACY COMMITTEE REPORT 
Commissioner Duncan, CSA Advocacy Committee Chair, provided the following 
updates: 

• Shared information on current budget/legislative movement and where the CSA
priorities currently stand. The committee will continue to monitor the state and
federal budgets and reach out if/when appropriate to key legislators reminding them
of the CSA priorities and urging action related to those priorities.

• H.R.1 - One Big Beautiful Bill Act was signed on July 4, 2025. There are some
concerning issues related to seniors that the Advocacy Committee will be following
as the bill is interpreted and implemented. The committee will also continue to follow
how this bill will impact the state budget as well as the AAAs and the aging network.

• The committee is continuing research in the following areas for potential future
action: Alzheimer’s Association funding related to dementia training for first
responders, status of the Elder Abuse Task Force priorities, and MI Choice waiver
rate setting concerns from waiver directors.

• Shared that the committee meets monthly, the week after the CSA meeting, to
discuss topics related to advocacy. During this meeting, they analyze anything that
was discussed during the meeting or the public hearing to see if any additional
advocacy efforts are necessary as well as ongoing advocacy priorities.
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ACLS BUREAU REPORT 
Scott Wamsley, Director, provided the following updates: 

• Thanked Region 9 AAA and Crawford County Commission on Aging for their
presentations and for hosting the meeting.

• After passage of H.R.1 - One Big Beautiful Bill Act, the department is now analyzing
the potential impacts on beneficiaries in Michigan. They are also analyzing how to
implement the changes and requirements related to the bill to include work
requirements, provider tax changes, eligibility review, and citizenship eligibility
requirements, etc. This bill will have a significant impact on the state budget as well,
so the department continues discussions related to how this will impact the people
we serve.

• The department continues to closely monitor the state and federal budgets. As
changes are made at the federal level, the ACLS Bureau is monitoring issues that
could have an impact on the aging network and the services and supports provided
to older adults and those with disabilities in Michigan. There is a supplemental still
pending legislative approval that includes HCBS ARPA project funding, which has a
time limit for spending, so it is crucial that this passes as soon as possible so there is
time to spend the funds.

• Gave updates on the following:
o The Regional Aging Representatives are diligently working on Area Agency on

Aging assessments.
o The bureau is in the process of hiring additional staff for Senior Project Fresh to

field questions related to technical assistance and support calls from seniors and
farmers.

o There will be some changes to the Nutrition Operating Standards that will be
coming to the CSA for approval in the coming months.

o The bureau is in the process of putting together a statewide needs assessment.
This has not been done in a comprehensive way since the 1980s/1990s. This will
help inform the next State Plan on Aging, the Age-Friendly Plan, and the Bridging
Aging and Disability grant work, as well as give a more current picture of the
needs of those we serve.

o MI Health Link transition to MI Coordinated Health – work continues with the
health plans to make sure the transition goes smoothly (scheduled for January
2025 in demonstration areas; January 2027 statewide).

FINANCIAL REPORT 
Scott Werner, Operations and Aging Network Support (OANS) Division Director, 
provided information related to ACLS Bureau financial and budget updates as well as 
updates on the bureau’s progress on the Older Americans Act Final Rule. 

BUSINESS ITEMS 
a. Request for Approval of Finalized Program Year 2025-2026 Senior Community

Service Employment Program (SCSEP) Slots and Allocations
Scott Werner, OANS Division Director, provided an overview stating the request is
for CSA approval of the finalized PY 2025-2026 SCSEP slots and allocations. The
SCSEP grant agreements are for the period of July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026.

The SCSEP is authorized under Title V of the Older Americans Act to provide part-
time employment and training opportunities for low-income older adults, 55 years of 
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age and older, at community service agencies. SCSEP is administered by the United 
States Department of Labor (US DoL) and the official funding notice for SCSEP was 
issued on July 1, 2025, for states and US territories only. This means our national 
SCSEP partners such as AARP and the National Urban League remain without 
program funding. The funding amounts requested for approval are the amounts 
listed by the US DoL in the funding notice; however, the ACLS Bureau has not 
received the official notice of award. At this time, US DoL indicates that these 
awards will arrive mid-August. As a result, the amounts presented are contingent 
upon receipt of the ACLS Bureau receiving the official notice of award.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Gammouh to approve the request and 
Commissioner Bupp seconded the motion. Additional discussion followed and the 
motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote 10-0-0.  

b. Request for Approval of Fiscal Year 2025 Senior Volunteer Program Match
Waiver
Nick Drzal, Health Promotion and Active Aging Section Manager, provided an
overview stating the request is for CSA approval for the match waiver requests
submitted by the Family Services Agency Foster Grandparent Program (FGP) and
Senior Companion Program (SCP). The Family Services Agency FGP has a revised
grant award amount of $110,963 and match requirement of $12,329. The SCP has a
revised grant award amount of $141,524 and match requirement of $15,725.

Family Services Agency has requested a match waiver for FY 2025 in the amount of 
$8,992 for FGP and $12,051 for SCP as they work to secure new, local partnerships 
that will help them meet their match requirement next FY. They are also actively 
recruiting new program participants and volunteer stations. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Duncan to approve the request and 
Commissioner Bomberg seconded the motion. Additional discussion followed and 
the motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote 10-0-0. 

c. Request for Approval of 2026 and 2027 CSA Meeting Schedule
Commissioner Murphy requested CSA approval of the recommendations for 2026
and 2027 from the CSA SAC Meeting Schedule Committee.

A motion was made by Commissioner Lepard to approve the request and 
Commissioner Tuggle seconded the motion. Additional discussion followed and the 
schedules were approved with the indication that the date would need to be changed 
for the June 19, 2026, CSA meeting due to the Juneteenth holiday. That meeting 
date will be determined and presented to the commission for approval at the August 
15, 2025, CSA meeting. The motion was approved unanimously by voice vote 10-0-
0, with the noted need for amendment. 

d. Request for Approval of State Advisory Council on Aging Housing Report
Commissioner Tuggle, SAC Chair, requested CSA approval of the draft SAC
Housing Report.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bupp to approve the request and 



CSA Minutes – July 18, 2025, Meeting 
Page 5 

Commissioner Bruce seconded the motion. Additional discussion followed and the 
motion was approved unanimously by voice vote 10-0-0. 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
a. Annual Implementation Plans (AIP) Overview

Scott Wamsley, ACLS Bureau Director, gave an overview of the AIP process.
b. SCSEP Update

Scott Werner, OANS Division Director, gave an overview of status of the Senior
Community Service Employment Program.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The next Commission on Services to the Aging meeting is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. 
on Friday, August 15, 2025, at the Capitol Commons Center, Lansing, MI. 

ADJOURN  
Chair Schlueter adjourned the meeting at 12:15 p.m. Working lunch and public hearing
followed at 1:00 p.m. 




