Commission on Services to the Aging (CSA) Meeting
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)
Bureau of Aging, Community Living, and Supports (ACLS Bureau)

Portage Zhang Senior Center, 203 E Centre Ave., Portage, Ml
Friday, March 21, 2025

DRAFT MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting of the Commission on Services to the Aging was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by
Commission Chair Bob Schlueter.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL
Commission roll call was taken and there was not a quorum present.

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT
Bob Schlueter, Mark Bomberg, Nancy Duncan, Arjan Kallou, Tene Milton-Ramsey, Joy
Murphy, and Shirley Tuggle

COMMISSIONERS EXCUSED
Jimmy Bruce, William Bupp, Walid Gammouh, Jennifer Lepard, Mike Pohnl, Kristie
Zamora, and Dennis Smith

STAFF PRESENT
Lacey Charboneau, Kelly Cooper, Julie Cortright, Jennifer Hunt, Tammy Lemmer,
Kristina Leonardi, Brenda Ross, Scott Werner, and Scott Wamsley.

COMMISSION CHAIR REPORT

Chair Schlueter reported the following:

e Area Agencies on Aging Association (4AM) has been working to update their
website. There will be a page dedicated to the CSA; more information will be
provided as it is available.

e Older Michiganians Day will be on May 7, and 4AM is working hard on this week of
advocacy for seniors in Michigan.

e CSAisincluded in a directory for non-emergency medical transportation advocacy
shareholders, an effort led by State Advisory Council (SAC) member, Richard
Douglass.

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATED TO THE STATE PLAN ON AGING OR ACLS
BUREAU PROGRAMS, SERVICES, POLICIES, OR ISSUES IMPACTING OLDER
AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

None




CSA Draft Minutes — March 21, 2025, Meeting
Page 2

CSA ADVOCACY COMMITTEE REPORT

Commissioner Duncan, CSA Advocacy Committee Chair, provided the following:

Shared a draft of the updated CSA Brochure with new key CSA priorities and a new
design. The contact information will be updated shortly, and the final version will be
distributed to commissioners soon. Once the final version is issued, it is requested
that it be shared widely, with the goal of making people more aware of the
responsibilities, advocacy priorities, and work of the commission. The brochure will
be finalized and shared with the governor, state legislature, Michigan congressional
delegation, MDHHS leadership, other advocacy groups, the SAC, and local Area
Agencies on Aging (AAAs). Copies will be available for all meetings and public
hearings. Thank you to Commissioner Zamora for her work on the updates.

Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 Governor Whitmer’'s Executive Budget Update:

o The CSA had requested additional funding for dementia services, and that has
been included in the governor’s executive budget.

o The budget included changes to the state spend down policies (determination of
Medicaid eligibility and income limits). More information about this will be
provided at the April 18, 2025, CSA meeting. The CSA had also requested that
the nursing facility spend down also be applied to Ml Choice Waiver clients.

o Included funding for enhanced oversight and additional inspectors for nursing
facilities and homes for the aged.

o The committee is continuing to follow all budget activities as things are changing
at a rapid pace.

The committee has been discussing how to increase the attendance at public

hearings.

CSA members are asked to let Kelly Cooper know if they would like to have

business cards printed (optional).

There will be a presentation on advocacy at the April 2025 joint meeting with the

SAC. The committee is working on updating the Advocacy Toolkit materials for this

meeting.

STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC) REPORT

Commissioner Tuggle, SAC Chair, provided the following updates:

SAC last met on February 20, 2025. Thanked ACLS Bureau Director, Scott
Wamsley, for his updates to the group.

Had a very important and informative presentation by Laura Kubit, Staff Attorney and
Guardianship Diversion Project Co-Coordinator with Michigan Elder Justice Initiative
(MEJI). She provided information on guardianship diversion and the Michigan
Guardianship Diversion Project (MGDP), funded by a grant from the Michigan Health
Endowment Fund. The project is a pilot and seeks to reduce unnecessary
guardianships and empower older adults and individuals with disabilities by
connecting them to community services, public benefits, and legal alternatives to
guardianship.

SAC research team will be moving forward with the Respite Care research report
that was approved by the CSA.
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Thanks to the advocacy committee for their work on the brochure.

Noted that the SAC is actively working on recruitment. She asked that
commissioners think about anyone who might be interested in joining and direct
them to the SAC website, where they can find more information as well as the
application.

ACLS BUREAU REPORT

Scott Wamsley, Director, provided the following updates:

Thank you to the Portage Zhang Senior Center for hosting the meeting and public
hearing. Also thank you to Don Saldia and the Region 3A Area Agency on Aging
(AAA) for providing a welcome and overview of their AAA region and services they
provide.

Acknowledged the concerns of CSA and the aging network in general about the
uncertainty of things happening at the federal level. He indicated that we have not
received much guidance on what is happening. The Administration for Community
Living (ACL) has cancelled regional meetings at this time, so information is limited.
The ACLS Bureau, AAAs, and aging network providers are continuing forward with
the work they do for seniors in Michigan. The CSA will be provided with updates
when we have them.

The ACLS Bureau finance team has been monitoring the budget closely to be sure
payments continue through the federal payment system. There is still a continuing
resolution for the fiscal year (FY) 2025 federal budget. It appears the ACL budget
has been largely held harmless, which will allow us to continue to provide funding at
current levels through September 2025.

Meghan Groen provided testimony on March 20, 2025, to the senate related to the
importance of Medicaid programs to those that they support. Currently, the
department is paying close attention to proposals impacting Medicaid at the federal
level. This presentation is available to view on Michigan Senate TV (a link will be
provided to CSA).

We will be coordinating a presentation related to MI Choice for the April 2025 CSA
meeting, including information on spend down flexibilities and upcoming changes.
A Direct Care Worker (DCW) survey has been sent to our managed care
organizations to sort out what is being paid to DCWs and try to understand how the
minimum wage increase will impact the rates for those programs. Another benefit of
this survey will be to get additional information and insight on what is happening with
DCWs and to help actuarial set rates.

Discussions continue with waiver agents and the actuarial department related to
issues with MI Choice rates (high-cost participants, rates not keeping pace with
actual costs, etc.). There are currently some short-term solutions in the HCBS ARPA
Plan to help mitigate the immediate cost issues. The plan has been approved by
CMS, and we are just awaiting legislative approval to utilize those funds.

The bureau is making progress on the implementation of the OAA Final Rule and
continuing work with ADvancing states. As review process is finalized, the CSA may
see some proposed updates to the Operating Standards to reflect new regulations.
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e The intent is to continue to schedule informational presentations to the CSA related
to areas in the long-term care services and programs that are housed in the ACLS
Bureau.

e Introduced new staff members for the bureau:

o Scott Werner, new Director of the Operations and Network Support (OANS)
Division

o Katie Alexander, new Manager for the new Community Options Services and
Supports Section

o Candace Dubbs, Regional Aging Representative and Care Management
Specialist for the Aging Network Support Section

FINANCIAL REPORT
Scott Werner, Director, OANS Division, provided information related to ACLS Bureau
financial and budget updates, including FY 2024 expenditures and FY 2025 updates.

ROLL CALL #2
2"d Commission roll call was taken and a quorum was present.

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT #2
Bob Schlueter, Mark Bomberg, Nancy Duncan, Arjan Kallou, Guillermo Lopez, Tene
Milton-Ramsey, Joy Murphy, and Shirley Tuggle.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Chair Schlueter requested a motion to approve the CSA meeting agenda. Motion was
made by Commissioner Lopez and Commissioner Tuggle seconded the motion; motion
was approved by voice vote.

APPROVAL OF CSA MEETING MINUTES

Chair Schlueter requested a motion to approve the December 20, 2024, CSA meeting
minutes. Motion was made by Commissioner Milton-Ramsey and Commissioner Tuggle
seconded the motion; minutes were approved by voice vote.

BUSINESS ITEMS

a. Request for Approval of Program Year (PY) 2024-2025 Senior Community
Service Employment Program (SCSEP) Reallocations
Julie Cortright, Regional Aging Representative, Aging Network Support
Section, provided an overview stating the request is for PY 2024-2025 SCSEP
reallocations. The SCSEP grant agreements are for the period of July 1, 2024,
through June 30, 2025.

The SCSEP is authorized under Title V of the Older Americans Act to provide
part-time employment and training opportunities for low-income older adults,
55 years of age and older, at community service agencies. Unlike the other
titles of the Older Americans Act programs which fall under the Administration
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for Community Living, SCSEP is administered by the United States
Department of Labor.

A motion was made by Commissioner Tuggle to approve the request and
Commissioner Duncan seconded the motion. Additional discussion followed
and the motion was approved by roll call vote 8-0-0.

. Motion to Support Funding for Senior Programs

Commissioner Duncan made a motion to support funding for senior programs as
follows:

The Michigan Commission on Services to the Aging endorses federal and state
programs that enable older adults to live safely in their own communities or, if
necessary, to receive facility-based care. For this reason, the Commission supports
increased funding for senior services and opposes funding reductions in programs
that are vital to older adults, including any funding reductions to the Medicaid
program, Medicare, Social Security, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Older
Americans Act programs, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP),
and other programs that support older adults in Michigan.

Commissioner Murphy seconded the motion. Additional discussion followed and the
motion was approved by roll call vote 8-0-0.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

a.

Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Overview
Scott Werner, Director, OANS Division, presented an overview of the FY 2026
budget.

. Independent Options Counseling and MIPPA/SHIP Updates

Katie Alexander, Manager, Community Options Supports and Services Section,
provided updates on Independent Options Counseling and MIPPA/SHIP.

Policy Update — Michigan Long Term Care Ombudsman Program
Tammy Lemmer, State Assistant Administrator (SAA), ACLS Bureau, presented a
policy update on the Michigan Long Term Care Ombudsman Program.

. Bridging Aging and Disability Networks Project Update

Tammy Lemmer, SAA, ACLS Bureau, presented an update on the Bridging Aging
and Disability Networks project.

Portage Zhang Senior Center Overview and Facility Tour
Kim Phillips, Director, Portage Zhang Senior Center, provided on overview of their
center and the services they provide for seniors in their region.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next Commission on Services to the Aging meeting is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on
Friday, April 18, 2025, at Capitol Commons Center, 400 S. Pine Street, Lansing, M,
and will be a joint meeting with the State Advisory Council on Aging.

ADJOURN

Chair Schlueter adjourned the meeting at 12:16 p.m. A tour of the facility and working
lunch was provided after adjournment.

PUBLIC HEARING
Public Hearing commenced at 1:00 p.m.




