
Commission on Services to the Aging (CSA) and State Advisory 
Council on Aging (SAC) Joint Meeting 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
Bureau of Aging, Community Living, and Supports (ACLS Bureau) 

 

Capitol Commons Center, 400 S. Pine Street, Lansing, MI 48909 
Friday, April 18, 2025 

 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting of the Commission on Services to the Aging was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by 

Commission Chair Bob Schlueter. 

  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ROLL CALL 

Commission roll call was taken and a quorum was present. 

State Advisory Council roll call was taken and there was not a quorum present. 

 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 

Bob Schlueter, Mark Bomberg, Jimmy Bruce, William Bupp, Nancy Duncan,  

Walid Gammouh, Arjan Kallou, Jennifer Lepard, Guillermo Lopez, Joy Murphy, Michael 

Pohnl, Shirley Tuggle, Kristie Zamora  

 

COMMISSIONERS EXCUSED 

Tene Milton-Ramsey, Dennis Smith 

 

SAC MEMBERS PRESENT 

Marjorie Hobe, Colleen Daniels, Othman Fathel, Robyn Ford, Bernadette Hudgins, 

Elizabeth Laster-Miles, Diana Maddox, James McGuire, Margaret O’Malley, Toni 

Phillips, Mary Anne Shannon, Jo Ver Beek 

 

SAC MEMBERS EXCUSED 

Elizabeth Thompson, Angel, Adam Burck, Susan Cleghorn, Richard Douglass, 

Elizabeth Eurich, Angela Gabridge, Mary Jones, Theresa Kerry, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Fred Procter, Joseph Sucher, Lori Wells 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

Kelly Cooper, Nick Drzal, Heather Hill, Jennifer Hunt, Cecile Kohl, Tammy Lemmer, 

Kristina Leonardi, Cre’Chona Mobley, Brenda Ross, Lauren Swanson-Aprill, Scott 

Wamsley, Scott Werner 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Chair Schlueter requested a motion to approve the CSA meeting agenda. Motion was 

made by Commissioner Murphy and Commissioner Zamora seconded the motion; 

motion was approved by voice vote with one noted amendment.  
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APPROVAL OF CSA MEETING MINUTES 

Chair Schlueter requested a motion to approve the March 21, 2025, CSA meeting 

minutes. Motion was made by Commissioner Bomberg and Commissioner Tuggle 

seconded the motion; minutes were approved by voice vote. 

 

COMMISSION CHAIR REPORT 

Chair Schlueter reported the following: 

• Thanked the State Advisory Council Members present. Noted that this was the one 

time per year that the SAC and CSA can gather for the joint meeting. On behalf of 

the entire CSA, he stated that this is one of the best meetings of the year as it gives 

an opportunity to talk about the team goals and objectives in working together on 

behalf of older adults in Michigan.  

• Presented on the relationship between the CSA and SAC and the goals and duties 

of both related to each other (attached to minutes).  

• Thanked all involved in the important advocacy efforts and highlighted the growing 

need for advocacy. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Zamora to approve the next State Advisory Council 

research report on transportation issues for older adults in Michigan. Commissioner 

Tuggle seconded the motion; motion was approved by voice vote.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATED TO THE STATE PLAN ON AGING OR ACLS 

BUREAU PROGRAMS, SERVICES, POLICIES, OR ISSUES IMPACTING OLDER 

AND VULNERABLE ADULTS 

None 

 

STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT 

Commissioner Tuggle, SAC Chair, provided the following updates: 

• SAC members are finishing a report on housing to be presented to the CSA in the 

coming months.  

• SAC research team is moving forward with the Respite Care research report that 

was approved by the CSA. 

• Noted that the SAC research team is thorough, enthusiastic, and hardworking and 

their dedication is appreciated. 

• Next SAC meeting is June 12, 2025, at the Capitol Commons Center, 400 S. Pine 

Street, Lansing. She invited commissioners to attend if they are able. 

• Any CSA members interested in being a guest commissioner at the SAC meetings 

should let Commissioner Tuggle know. 

• Thanked the staff of the ACLS Bureau, commissioners, and SAC members for the 

work they do. 

 

CSA ADVOCACY COMMITTEE REPORT 

Commissioner Duncan, CSA Advocacy Committee Chair, provided the following: 

• Shared that the committee meets monthly, the week after the CSA meeting, to 
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discuss topics related to advocacy. During this meeting, they analyze anything that 

was discussed during the meeting or the public hearing to see if any additional 

advocacy efforts are necessary as well as ongoing advocacy priorities. 

• A goal of the committee over the last year has been to strengthen relationships and 

collaboration with other senior advocacy groups. The Area Agency on Aging 

Association (4AM) is one of these strong partners. 4AM will be updating their 

website to include information on the CSA and the advocacy efforts and priorities.  

• 4AM’s Older Michiganians Day is May 7, 2025. Commissioner Murphy will be 

speaking on behalf of the CSA. This is also Senior Action Week and CSA and SAC 

members were encouraged to reach out in some way to the legislature to let them 

know the advocacy priorities. 4AM will also be including the CSA Brochure in 

packets to legislators. 

• Later in the agenda, the Advocacy Tool Kit will be shared, which should also help 

with strategies for advocacy efforts. 

• CSA members are asked to let Kelly Cooper know if they would like to have 

business cards printed (optional).  

 

ACLS BUREAU REPORT 

Scott Wamsley, Director, provided the following updates: 

• Acknowledged the concerns of CSA, SAC, and the aging network in general about 

the uncertainty of things happening at the federal level. He indicated that we have 

not received much guidance on what is happening. The ACLS Bureau, AAAs, and 

aging network providers are continuing forward with the work they do for seniors in 

Michigan. 

• Noted that the Administration for Community Living (ACL), the federal oversight area 

for Older Americans Act (OAA) programs, faced elimination of staff and closing of 

many regional offices. Recently, some of those staff have been called back to work 

on a temporary basis. He was able to talk with staff at ACL about several key issues 

including continuing resolutions, funding, State Plan on Aging guidance, etc. We will 

also be drafting questions for ACL related to these eliminations and restructuring of 

OAA programs and ACL is committed to attempting to get answers. 

• As changes are made at the federal level, the ACLS Bureau is watching for issues 

that could possibly impact the aging network and the services and supports provided 

to older adults and those with disabilities in Michigan. MDHHS leadership staff are 

meeting regularly to talk about the impact of proposed changes and to talk about 

contingency plans. 

• OAA has not yet been reauthorized. This is the federal law that funds a wide range 

of social services and programs for older adults.   

• Behavioral and Physical Health and Aging Services has had some restructuring in 

the last few weeks. It is now called Health Services and there were changes made to 

some of the other bureaus under the former BPHASA. This restructuring did not 

impact the ACLS Bureau. 

• He shared the organizational chart, which is a visual representation of the structure 

of Health Services as well as the ACLS Bureau. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Scott Werner, Director, OANS Division, provided information related to ACLS Bureau 

financial and budget updates. 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

a. Michigan Senior Demographic Overview and Trends  
Jaclyn Butler, State Demographer, Michigan Center for Data and Analytics, gave a 
presentation on Population Aging in Michigan (attached to minutes).  

b. Advocacy Tools 
Commissioner Duncan, CSA Advocacy Committee Chair, shared the CSA Advocacy 
Tool Kit, and gave a presentation related to advocacy efforts of the CSA and SAC 
(attached to minutes). 

c. MI Choice Conversation 
The following individuals presented information on the MI Choice program and a 
panel discussion was held: 

• Scott Wamsley, ACLS Bureau Director 

• Kristina Leonardi, Aging and Community Services Division Director 

• Heather Hill, Home and Community Based Services Section Manager 

• Wanda Bowman, Detroit Area Agency on Aging Vice President of Finance 

• Theresa Uhrich, Region IV Area Agency on Aging Chief Operating Officer 

• David LaLumia, Area Agencies on Aging Association Executive Director 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The next Commission on Services to the Aging meeting is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on 
Friday, May 16, 2025, in Marquette, MI, location TBD, with a Public Hearing to follow at 
1:00 p.m. 
 
The next State Advisory Council on Aging Meeting is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, June 12, 2025, at the Capitol Commons Center, 400 S. Pine Street, Lansing, 
MI. 
 

ADJOURN  

Chair Schlueter adjourned the meeting at 1:29 p.m. Working lunch and committee 

meetings followed. 

 

 

 


