Commission on Services to the Aging (CSA) Meeting
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS)
Bureau of Aging, Community Living, and Supports (ACLS Bureau)

Senior Services
4700 Dublin Ave., Midland, Ml
Friday, June 20, 2025

MINUTES
CALL TO ORDER

Meeting of the Commission on Services to the Aging was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by
Commission Chair Bob Schlueter.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL
Commission roll call was taken, and a quorum was present.

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT
Bob Schlueter, Mark Bomberg, Jimmy Bruce, William Bupp, Nancy Duncan, Guillermo
Lopez, Joy Murphy, Michael Pohnl, Dennis Smith, Shirley Tuggle, and Kristie Zamora

COMMISSIONERS EXCUSED
Walid Gammouh, Arjan Kallou, Jennifer Lepard, and Tene Milton-Ramsey

STAFF PRESENT
Kelly Cooper, Julie Cortright, Candice Dubbs, Jessica Fleming, Amy Harding, Kristina
Leonardi, Scott Wamsley, and Scott Werner

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Chair Schlueter requested a motion to approve the CSA meeting agenda. Motion was
made by Commissioner Bupp and Commissioner Duncan seconded the motion; motion
was approved by voice vote.

APPROVAL OF CSA MEETING MINUTES

Chair Schlueter requested a motion to approve the May 15, 2025, CSA meeting
minutes. Motion was made by Commissioner Tuggle and Commissioner Zamora
seconded the motion; motion was approved by voice vote.

WELCOME

Region VIl Area Agency on Aging Welcome and Overview

Monica Freier, Interim Executive Director, thanked Senior Services staff for hosting the
meeting and public hearing and welcomed the commission. She gave an overview of
the Region VIl Area Agency on Aging.

Midland Senior Services Welcome and Overview
Danielle Maguire, Nutrition Program Director, provided a welcome and gave a
presentation and overview of programs.
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COMMISSION CHAIR REPORT

Chair Schlueter reported the following:

e Thanked Monica Freier, Danielle Maguire, and all senior center staff for presenting
and hosting the meeting and public hearing.

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATED TO THE STATE PLAN ON AGING OR ACLS
BUREAU PROGRAMS, SERVICES, POLICIES, OR ISSUES IMPACTING OLDER
AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

e None.

STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL REPORT

Commissioner Tuggle, SAC Chair, provided the following updates:

e SAC members last met on June 12, 2025. She noted that SAC members
appreciated the presentations from Scott Werner and Matthew Ellsworth. They also
welcomed new SAC member, Rita Morad.

e SAC members have finished the housing research report and will be moving it to the
ACLS Bureau staff for review prior to presenting it to the CSA for approval, hopefully
at the July 2025 meeting. The research committee is now beginning work on their
next report on respite care.

e Next SAC meeting has been changed to August 14, 2025, at the Capitol Commons
Center, 400 S. Pine Street, Lansing. She noted that the reason for the change was
so that it was held the day before the CSA meeting, which will allow commissioners
to more easily attend the SAC meeting and vice versa. She invited commissioners to
attend if they are able.

e Any CSA members interested in being a guest commissioner at the SAC meetings
should let Commissioner Tuggle know.

CSA ADVOCACY COMMITTEE REPORT

Commissioner Duncan, CSA Advocacy Committee Chair, provided the following

updates:

e Shared information on current budget/legislative movement, the budget cycle, and
where the CSA priorities currently stand. The committee will continue to monitor the
state and federal budgets and reach out iffwhen appropriate to key legislators
reminding them of the CSA priorities and urging action related to those priorities.

e Shared that the CSA joined an advocacy coalition called Protect MI Care, a
statewide coalition of health care providers, advocates, and community
organizations fighting to preserve and strengthen Medicaid. She encouraged
commissioners to contact their congressperson to explain how Medicaid cuts could
affect seniors and help to educate them about what programs are funded by
Medicaid. The protectmicare.org website offers very easy ways in which to contact
your congressperson as well as other information about other opportunities for
advocacy. They also have a Facebook page where information is shared.

e The committee is continuing research in the following areas for potential future
action: Alzheimer’s Association funding related to training for first responders, status
of the Elder Abuse Task Force priorities, and MI Choice waiver rate setting concerns
from waiver directors.

e Shared that the committee meets monthly, the week after the CSA meeting, to



https://protectmicare.org/
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discuss topics related to advocacy. During this meeting, they analyze anything that
was discussed during the meeting or the public hearing to see if any additional
advocacy efforts are necessary as well as ongoing advocacy priorities.

ACLS BUREAU REPORT

Scott Wamsley, Director, provided the following updates:

e Thanked Region VII AAA and Midland Senior Center for their presentations and for
hosting the meeting. He noted that the Care Transitions Program originated in
Region VII, and we were able to build upon their successes to create a new service
definition (approved by the CSA) that is now being used in many other AAA regions.

e The department is closely monitoring the state and federal budgets. As changes are
made at the federal level, the ACLS Bureau is watching for issues that could have
an impact on the aging network and the services and supports provided to older
adults and those with disabilities in Michigan.

e The bureau is continuing discussions related to MI Choice waiver rates - both related
to the rate structure, and also where we can possibly alleviate some of the
administrative burdens waiver agents may face.

e Gave updates on the following:

o PACE expansions - late summer/early fall PACE opening in Alpena

o Ml Health Link transition to MI Coordinated Health - meeting frequently with the
health plans to make sure the transition goes smoothly (scheduled for January
2025 in demonstration areas; January 2027 statewide)

o Noted the ACLS Bureau will be scheduling presentations for the CSA by staff in
several of our program areas in the coming months to provide a better
understanding of programs that serve older adults in Michigan

o Senior Project Fresh Program new module went live - in May for farmers markets
and in June for participants

o Kristina Leonardi provided updates on the new MI Options program - June 23 the
call center (1-800-803-7174) and eight grantees will be going live, noting that
Region VII was the first grantee to go live a couple weeks ago. There will be a
statewide press release in July regarding the program. Additionally, we received
a No Wrong Door grant from the federal government, which will, among other
things, help with establishing a governance structure and an advisory council for
MI Options.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Scott Werner, Operations and Aging Network Support (OANS) Division Director,
provided information related to ACLS Bureau financial and budget updates.

BUSINESS ITEMS

a. Request for Approval to Amend Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 Senior Volunteer
Program (SVP) Grants
Kristina Leonardi, Aging and Community Services Division Director, provided an
overview stating the request is to amend grant awards for Retired Senior Volunteer
Program (RSVP), Senior Companion Program (SCP), and Foster Grandparent
Program (FGP) grantees for the agreement period of October 1, 2024, through
September 30, 2025. The original funding amounts were approved at the September
20, 2024, CSA meeting.
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The Family Service Agency (FSA) of Mid-Michigan FGP and SCP programs
requested budget reductions. These programs are experiencing challenges with
volunteer recruitment and are actively working to correct these concerns for the next
FY. The funding amendments will support local volunteer program activities and will
be expended by September 30, 2025.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bruce to approve the request and
Commissioner Zamora seconded the motion. Additional discussion followed and the
motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote 11-0-0.

b. Request for Approval of Program Year 2025-2026 Senior Community Service
Employment Program Slots and Quarterly Allocations
Julie Cortright, OANS Division Regional Aging Representative, provided an overview
stating the request is for CSA approval of PY 2025-2026 SCSEP slots and quarterly
allocations. The SCSEP grant agreements are for the period of July 1, 2025, through
September 30, 2025, however it should be noted that the ACLS Bureau has not yet
received official funding notice. As such, Commission approval is contingent upon
and subject to the availability of federal funding. Should there be any changes in
funding that require further Commission action, ACLS will seek Commission
approval as necessary.

The SCSEP is authorized under Title V of the Older Americans Act to provide part-
time employment and training opportunities for low-income older adults, 55 years of
age and older, at community service agencies. Unlike the other titles of the Older
Americans Act which fall under the United States Department of Health and Human
Services, SCSEP is administered by the United States Department of Labor.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bomberg to approve the request and
Commissioner Tuggle seconded the motion. Additional discussion followed and the
motion was approved unanimously by roll call vote 11-0-0.

c. Request for Approval of SAC Reappointments
Commissioner Tuggle, SAC Chair, requested CSA approval of the recommendations
from the CSA SAC Applicant Review Committee below:

: AAA
Name City Region Term
Theresa Kerry Interlochen 10 7/1/2025 — 6/30/2028
Joseph Sucher Clarkston 1B 8/1/2025 - 7/31/2028

A motion was made by Commissioner Smith to approve the request and
Commissioner Lopez seconded the motion. Additional discussion followed and the
motion was approved unanimously by voice vote 11-0-0.
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INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

a. HCBS ARPA Update
Kristina Leonardi, ACS Division Director, gave an update related to the Michigan
Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
2025 Spending Plan.

b. Aging Program Funding Overview
Scott Wamsley, ACLS Bureau Director, gave an overview of Aging Program
Funding.

c. Older Americans Act Regulations Update
Scott Werner, OANS Division Director, gave an update on the status of Older
American Act Regulations.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next Commission on Services to the Aging meeting is scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on
Friday, July 18, 2025, at the Crawford County Commission on Aging in Grayling, MI,
with a Public Hearing to follow at 1:00 p.m.

ADJOURN

Chair Schlueter adjourned the meeting at 11:58 a.m. Danielle Maguire, Nutrition
Program Director for Senior Services, provided a tour of the facility. Working lunch and
public hearing followed.



