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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (MDHHS) 
CERTIFICATE OF NEED (CON) COMMISSION MEETING 

 
Thursday, June 13, 2024 

 
In-Person Meeting 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

 I. Call to Order and Introductions 
 

Chairperson McKenzie called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m.  
  
A. Members present:  

 
Amy McKenzie, MD, Vice-Chairperson (Acting Chair) 
Amy Engelhardt-Kalbfleisch, DO 
Debra Guido-Allen, RN  
Eric Ferguson, MD 
Ashok Kondur, MD 
Greg Salwin 
Mark Delano, MD 
Daniel Velez 
 

B. Members present and participating remotely:  
 

None 
 

C. Members Absent:  
 
James “Chip” Falahee, MD 
Renee Turner-Bailey 
Archie Drake 
 

D. Department of Attorney General Staff:  
 
Brien Heckman 
 

E. Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Staff Present:  
 

Tulika Bhattacharya 
Beth Nagel 
Marcus Connolly 
Tiffani Stanton 
Justin Easter   
Katherine Tucker 
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 II. Review of Agenda 
 
Motion by Commissioner Eric Ferguson, seconded by Commissioner 
Engelhardt-Kalbfleisch, to approve the agenda. All in favor.  
 
Motion carried. 
 

 III. Declaration of Conflicts of Interests  
 
None. 

 
 IV. Review of Minutes of March 14, 2024 
 

Motion by Commissioner Engelhardt-Kalbfleisch, seconded by 
Commissioner Guido-Allen to approve the minutes as presented. All in 
favor.  
 
Motion carried. 
 

   V.  Surgical Services Standard Advisory Committee -  Final Report & 
Draft Language  

   
  Dr. Patton gave the final report, in person, on behalf of the SS SAC. 

Questions and discussion followed. Public comment was provided by Dr. 
Vidooshi Maru about the dialysis part of the final report. 

    
A. Public Comment  
 
None. 
 
B. Commission Discussion 
 
Discussion followed. 
 
C. Commission Proposed Action 

   
  Motion by Commissioner Guido-Allen, seconded by Commissioner 

Ferguson to approve the report and language as presented. All in favor. 
 
  Motion carried. 
 
 VI.  Bone Marrow Transplantation (BMT) Services Draft Language  
 
  The Department shared the draft language for BMT standards for 

proposed action with the commission.  
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A. Public Comment 
 
  None. 
 

B. Commission Discussion 
 
Discussion followed.  
 
C. Commission Proposed Action 

   
  Motion by Commissioner Ferguson, seconded by Commissioner Guido-

Allen to approve the language as presented. All in favor. 
 
  Motion carried. 
 
 VII.  Hospital Beds Informal Workgroup – Final Report & Draft Language  
 
  The Department shared the draft language for Hospital Bed Standards 

with the commission. Tiffani Stanton provided the final report on behalf of 
the workgroup Chairperson, Chip Falahee.  

  
  A. Public Comment 
 
  None. 
 
  B. Commission Discussion 
 
  Discussion followed.  
 

D. Commission Proposed Action 
 

  Motion by Commissioner Engelhardt-Kalbfleish, seconded by 
Commissioner DeLane to approve the language as presented. All in favor. 

 
  Motion carried. 
  
 VIII.   Megavoltage Radiation Therapy (MRT) Services/Units Informal 

Workgroup – Public Hearing Summary & Draft Language 
 
  The Department shared two language proposals before the commission. 

Proposal one was for final action and contained language from the 
workgroup that proposed a reduced radius for MRT service in the Upper 
Peninsula from 90 miles to 45 miles.  
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  The second language that was presented to the commission was for 
proposed action to remove the adjustment of 90 miles to 45 miles allowing 
a future workgroup or SAC to further review concerns addressed.  

 
A. Public Comment 

 
- Kelly Jefferson of St. Francis Hospital in Escanaba  
- Carrie Linderoth of Kelly Cawthorn 
- Melissa Reitz of McCall Hamilton  
- Dr. John Bartlett of Marshfield Clinic 

 
B. Commission Discussion 
 
Discussion followed.  
 
C. Commission Proposed Action 

   
  Motion by Commissioner Ferguson, seconded by Commissioner 

Engelhardt-Kalbfleisch for Final Action on the language as presented. All 
in Favor. 

 
  Motion carried. 
 
  Motion made by Commissioner Engelhardt-Kalbfleisch, seconded by 

Commissioner Kondur to turn down the Proposed action language. All in 
favor. 

 
  Motion carried.  
 
 IX. BAMF Background – Pilot Program Extension   
 

The Department presented language within the Positron Emission 
Tomography (PET) Scanners standards that would extend the pilot 
program.  
 
A. Public Comment 
 
- Jeremiah l. Johns from BAMF  
- Anthony Chang from BAMF  
- Dr. Gulani from U of M 
 
B. Commission Discussion 
 
Discussion followed.  
 
C. Commission Proposed Action 
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Motion by Commissioner Kondur, seconded by Ferguson to vote on the 
proposed language. A record roll call was called, and the vote failed 4-2.  
 
Motion did not carry.  

 
 X.   Legislative Update   
   
  Justin Easter from the Department provided a legislative update on 32 bills 

that were from the March CON Committee meeting. Justin stated there 
has been no movement on them. Mr. Easter provided an update on one 
bill that was introduced between the March and June CON meeting, that 
bill was referred to Health Policy 

 
 XIV.   Administrative Update  
 

A. Commissions and Special Projects Section Update  
Marcus Conolly from the department provided an update indicating 
Tiffani Stanton will be out of the office for a few months on Maternity 
Leave. He also introduced Katherine Tucker to the CON team as the 
Department Specialist for the Commissions and Special Projects team. 

 
B. CON Evaluation Section Update 

 
Tulika Bhattacharya with the department first introduced the new CON 
Finance specialist in Thomas J. Reese (TJ) then followed up with 2 
quarterly reports. The department continues to meet its deadlines for 
applications, reviews, and decisions. Emergency CONs slowed down 
compared to the pandemic level. This year the department will do a 
statewide compliance review for NICU beds and Special Care Nursery 
Services, in the process of completing our annual survey audit.  
 

 XV.   Legal Activity Report (Written Report) 
   
  Brian Heckman, Dept. Of Attorney General presented a Legal Activity 

Report. Mr. Heckman stated there is no pending litigation involving the 
Department, there is none reflected in the report.  

 
 XVI.   Public Comment  
 
  None.  
 

XVII.  Review of Commission Work Plan  
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  Tiffani Stanton of the Department provided an update of the two 
workplans, one showcasing the rest of the year and the other showcasing 
the beginning of 2025. 

   
A. Commission Discussion 

 
  Discussion followed.  
 

B. Commission Action 
 
Motion to approve the change in the work plan. Motion by Commissioner 
Engelhardt-Kalbfleisch Second by Commissioner Kondur. All in favor. 
 
Motion Carried. 

 
XVIII.  Future Meeting Dates  
 
  September 19, 2024 & December 5, 2024 
 
XIX.  Adjournment  
   

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Commissioner Engelhardt-Kalbfleisch, 
seconded by Commissioner Kondur. All in favor.  
 
Motion Carried.    
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:20 AM 


