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        Click here to join the meeting  
  1 248-509-0316 Phone Conference ID: 423 920 113# 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 9:32 a.m. by Dr. Edwards. 

Attendance: A. Abbas; Dr. C. Brent (virtual: non-voting); D. Condino; R. Cronkright; K. 
Cummings; Dr. K.D. Edwards; Dr. M. Fill; D. Bunge for G. Flynn; B. Forbush (virtual: non-voting); 
W. Hart; J. Harvey (virtual: non-voting); N. Ishioka; B. Kincaid; L. Martin; C. Haney for K. Miller; 
S. Myers; M. Nye; R. Ortiz; D. Pratt; A. Sledge (virtual: non-voting); A. Sundberg (virtual: non-
voting); R. Smith (virtual: non-voting); A. Brown for T. Sorensen; B. Trevithick; B. Grubb for G. 
Wadaga; T. May for K. Wilkinson; Dr. S. Wise; Representative J. Yaroch.

Absent:  F. Jalloul; Senator McBroom; E. Smith. 

BETP Representatives: S. Kerr; Dr. W. Fales; E. Bergquist (in person); N. Babb (in person); E. 
Worden (in person); L. Scott (in person); K. Kuhl (in person); L. Ryal; T. Godde; J. Wagner; D. 
Flory; J. Youngblood; A. Pantaleo; A. Kinney; D. Burke; T. Forbush; E. Hendy; Dr. S. Mishra; A. 
Morrison; D. Obiden; M. Godde, K. Putman. 

Guests: 
In person:  Angela Madden, MAAS; Russ Adams, Lapeer County EMS; Marv Helmker, Lansing 
Community College; Jason Bestard, Detroit Fire, Dr. Lance Wells, Hillsdale County MCA; Jeff 
Spitzley, MDHHS. 
Virtual: Greg Ball; Lynn Weber, Clinton Area Ambulance Service; Rob Warnemuende, Saginaw-
Tuscola MCA; Penny Stevens; Ann Wallace; Kevin Henderson, Washtenaw Livingston MCA; 
Marilyn Szost, Lapeer County; Marianne Pilat; John Corley; Dr. Jackson, Sparrow; Thomas 
Johnson, Sparrow; Dr. D. Strong, Henry Ford Health System; Bill Seifarth, NREMT; Dr. R. Reece, 
Hurley; Carol Robinet, Superior Ambulance; G. Wadaga, Bay Ambulance;  Dustin Hawley, 
Superior Ambulance; Michael Bentley, Kalamazoo County MCA; Lance Corey, Kent County EMS; 
Dr. Davydov, UM; Ann Wallace, Alan Arguello. 

Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve the agenda (Trevithick, Nye). Motion carried. 

Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from 11/19/2021 (Trevithick, Haney). 
Motion carried. 
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Communications: None. 
Announcements: 
Reminders of upcoming educational opportunities: 

• 2022 Behavioral Health Symposium 
o Virtual-June 16, 2022 
o Register here. 

• Well B Webinar 
o Virtual-Tuesdays from noon – 1 p.m. eastern, planned start of March 29, 2022. 
o Register here. 

 
Old Business & Committee Reports: 
COVID-19 – E. Bergquist 

• Emily Bergquist reminded everyone to take time off and give yourself a break to reset in 
case there is another surge around the corner.  

EMS Systems/Strategic Planning Update – E. Bergquist 
• Emily gave a presentation on licensing numbers. This will be sent out and is attached to 

these minutes. Lacy Ryal was able to do a year over year update and Emily presented 
the results and discussed. Some ideas and thoughts include: 

o Pass rates are up, but enrollment is down. 
o Non-community college type programs.   
o Make cohorts and satellites more available and accessible. 
o Relax relicensing. 
o Temporary licenses to keep students engaged through exams. 
o Prioritize department sponsored refresher course targeted to those taking the 

NREMT exam. 
o Reach out to see what the department can do to help those still in the testing 

process. 
o Community engagement campaigns.  

• Emily introduced the Dynamic Course Roster and Lacy Ryal presented it. 
• Discussion: 

o Monty Nye thanked Emily for the data and discussed.  
o Rep. Yaroch discussed temporary licenses and asked Emily for thoughts on 

temporary licenses. She thinks it should be longer than 4 months to allow for 
time to get through registry. Those participating on a temporary license, they 
can be more engaged in the process for NREMT testing. Rep. Yaroch asked if 
there was a number between 4 months and a year that would be acceptable, 
and Emily said any amount of time that could be given to keep them engaged 
would be helpful. Rep. Yaroch said his draft legislation has one year and he is 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.train.org%2Fmi-train%2Fcourse%2F1102277%2Fconference%3Futm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=04%7C01%7CBabbN%40michigan.gov%7C35b2ac6640e24afe5eaf08da0dd19443%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637837491163602861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IMXIvW9I9uHy82kj2QLo1OdK%2FpsUhr0pVJkEhDyFXcs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fduke.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_78l2dzKzfEbVfYG&data=04%7C01%7CBabbN%40michigan.gov%7C35b2ac6640e24afe5eaf08da0dd19443%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637837491163602861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iWz0mhU1EmowkOgLS5Bv5BvWfYWhroGOMO5lDqTKSJs%3D&reserved=0
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receiving pushback. Emily said she would be happy to discuss what issues have 
been identified.   

o Emily discussed extending relicensure from three years to five years and how it 
would help.  The group discussed relicensure. Rep. Yaroch asked if Emily could 
develop a comparison and advised he could help if LARA was not cooperative.   

o Bruce Trevithick suggested reminding agencies to make sure they are using the 
correct license number when entering data. The group discussed. This is an issue 
with reporting systems that are not Elite. Emily will assign Johnny Wagner in the 
EMS Office to research this issue further.  

 
Emergency Preparedness Update – Dr. Edwards  

• Burn surge training program will continue to be promoted and he discussed the training. 
Contact your healthcare coalition for more information. The next training is 3/29/2022. 
The virtual format has allowed more people to participate. 

• The healthcare coalitions will continue to support the National Disaster Life Support. 
NDLS will ramp up as we stay in recovery mode. There is a virtual training for this, as 
well. 

• The Great Lakes Homeland Security Conference is May 10-12.  There will be a strategic 
planning session prior to the conference with the preparedness program and the 
coalitions to review what’s happened and plan. 

• Budget period 3 ends in June and there has to be continuity of operations planning, as 
well as exercise components.  He also spoke about crisis standards of care. There is an 
EMS module for this.  

• There is a new one-page document for what you need to do to become part of the 
volunteer registry. 

• CHEMPAK replenishment will be starting in April and a revisit planned for September. 
• The division is reviewing the SPRN protocol section as part of the three-year review. This 

will go out to all of the SPRN teams for comments on improvement.  
 

Trauma Systems Report – E. Worden 
• The grant report is being reviewed by leadership. Since 2016, 471 grants have been 

provided. This year, 48% went to education, 28% went to injury prevention, and 22% to 
infrastructure.  

• Virtual visits are ramping up and proceeding nicely. ACS will only be doing onsite visits 
for new programs. 

• Trauma programs are meeting their needs despite challenges. The injured are being 
taken care of. 

• ASC new standards are coming out next week. The last book was published in 2014. 

https://www.michigan.gov/msp/divisions/emhsd/glhs
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• The new field triage guidelines are also scheduled to come out soon. 
• Sunset language was removed from Crime Victim Services and Trauma has been added 

to the governor’s proposed budget at this time. 
• Systems of care work groups have been convened and meet regularly. The EMS voice is 

welcome to any of the workgroups. 
• STAC will meet at LCC West next month.  

 
EMS Medical Director Report – Dr. Fales 

• Dr. Fales said he is looking forward to a time when we don’t have to talk about COVID at 
all. He said we have to be aware of future surges while we are in recovery mode. 
Hopefully the puck is not going to another surge. He reiterated the importance of PPE. 
He also spoke about therapeutics and the EMS agency response to help with this.  There 
are now additional therapeutics available for high-risk patients and he discussed.  

• He spoke about the protocol review process.  He spoke about nationwide resources that 
will be used.   

Committee Reports:  
• Quality Assurance – Dr. Edwards 

o The protocol review continues. Dr. Edwards spoke about the review taking so 
long due to the depth of the work and resources involved in the process. He 
spoke about an MCA submitting a protocol improving training because a need 
was identified. Things are looking good for completion or at least out for public 
comment later in the year.  

• Ambulance Operations – M. Nye 
o They did not meet.  

• Medical Control Authority – D. Condino 
o They met on March 10, 2022. They are working on the assessment survey for the 

MCAs.  These should be done more often than every ten years and the questions 
are being refined and Debbie discussed.  

o They are also working on Just Culture training that was purchased by the 
department and will be rolled out in the future.  Krisy said hopefully in the 
spring.  

o  A mini-MCA conference is being looked at for some time in August.   
o There was a discussion about MCA Medical Directors and a process for 

standards.  They will be getting a group together to discuss. Chris Haney advised 
they haven’t been able to find anything in CAAS regarding this.  

• Ethics and Compliance – K. Cummings 
o They did not meet.   
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• Education – K. Wilkinson 
o There is no report today.  Sabrina discussed the split in the Education 

Coordinator position.  Amanda Kinney will be focusing on Initial Education, and 
Terrie Goode will be focusing on Continuing and Specialty Education. Amanda 
provided a quick introduction.  Sabrina also introduced Alissa Morrison, who has 
returned as a Traffic Crash Data Coordinator, and she briefly described what she 
is working on.   

o Chris Haney asked Sabrina to go over the draft policy for Education.  This will be 
sent out to everyone and hopefully be on the May agenda.  

• Bylaws – B. Trevithick 
o Bylaws for Approval 

 Includes making Air Medical and Safety permanent subcommittees. 
 Bruce briefly went over the suggested changes.  
 Motion to approve the changes to the Bylaws (Trevithick, Cummings). 

Approved.  
 Bruce recommended moving public comment to the beginning of the 

agenda going forward.  
o Subcommittee Nominations to fill vacancies 

 Bruce presented to the group. 
 Motion to approve (Martin, Myers). Approved.  

o They are looking at making another subcommittee for MEDCOM so that could 
come to the group in the future.  

• Data – B. Kincaid 
o Bonnie spoke about the reports that went out.  The next meeting is April 14, 

2022, at 1 p.m. 
• Legislative – B. Trevithick 

o Preliminary Determination-alternate language 
 This will allow people to get feedback from the department if they have 

legal history.  It would have a fee associated with the background check. 
 Motion to support the language (Kincaid, Hart). Approved.  

o SEBS 0759 Out of State Professionals Operating Without a License 
 This has passed both chambers and been signed by the governor.  This 

does not apply to EMS. The committee supported in concept this idea for 
EMS but wanted some definition on when it would apply.  Bruce asked 
for feedback.  

 Motion to support the concept what happened in this piece of 
legislation for EMS (Condino, Fill). Approved. 
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o HIB 4855 Intentional Omission patient Medical Report 
o HEBH 4853 Intentional Omission patient Medical Record 

 These two bills are together and associated with the Dr. Nassar issue at 
MSU. This references health professions and does not affect EMS at this 
time. This would be to encourage EMS inclusion. 

 Motion to support this legislation and this would make sense for EMS 
(Nye, Ortiz). Approved.  

• Monty said this is very narrow and is written for a specific 
instance.   

o They discussed if EMS should be moved to the health profession side. EMS is 
different than every other health profession.  

o Draft legislation by Rep. Yaroch was discussed. The committee will be discussing 
these at their next meeting.  
 Temporary Licensure extension. 
 Paramedic licensing. 
 Discussion: Rep. Yaroch spoke about his proposed bills.  He reminded 

everyone he is a paramedic and has been in the field a long time. This is 
out for debate and discussion.  He has been working with MDHHS since 
the fall.  He spoke about the paramedic shortage and need.  He said we 
need to solve this no matter how.  He isn’t supportive of one way or the 
other.  Additional funding has been suggested.  He has concern about 
future concerns of that being appropriated through the legislature. He 
discussed a dual process of NREMT or a state exam. He said if MDHHS 
finds another pathway, he is open.  He said all of these will take time.  He 
said he doesn’t like the relationship between NREMT and accreditation. 
He said he is not sitting on it because this is the end of his term, and he is 
term limited. Dr. Edwards said Rep. Yaroch’s participation has been 
welcome and hopes that will pass to the next representative.  Bruce said 
this will be fully vetted in April by the legislative subcommittee.  Rep. 
Yaroch said we are also in the budget process.  Emily spoke about items 
involved in this that are concerning. Monty said he would like to clarify 
and discussion to be based on facts.  He said a dual process has always 
been the goal, not getting rid of NREMT. He said there is a lot they don’t 
know but they are working on it.  Dr. Edwards spoke about the impact of 
change in oversight. Dr. Edwards said he agreed with Bruce, and this 
should be vetted.  He thinks all committee would have comments. Dr. Fill 
discussed the development of a statewide test.  He said from his 
experience this is a more than one FTE and discussed the work from his 
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experience on just writing the questions. Rep. Yaroch said Alaska 
outsources this to an outside company.  Rep. Yaroch said he has an issue 
with NREMT’s relationship with COAEMPS. Ken said this is a hot topic. He 
said the issue for him is we need more people in the system, and he said 
he is looking for the fastest way to resolve this. Ken discussed a 
centralized accrediting body. He said we can’t keep kicking the can down 
the road. Emily discussed the importance of having a plan. Eileen said the 
issue is multifactorial and needs a lot of thinking. Emily said MDHHS can’t 
approve their own education program and she discussed funding to 
programs that could pick pieces up.  She spoke about RFPs and grants 
and many options. She said urgent and fast things are not necessarily the 
same thing. Bruce asked what we can do to give Rep. Yaroch the 
feedback he needs.  He said the language has been shared with 
stakeholders. If other people would like it, they are welcome to see it.  He 
said he will start the process in the next couple of weeks with the 
assumption that it can be changed. If you would like to see it, reach out 
to Rep. Yaroch.  Ken asked how we tie the funding to ensure long term 
strategies.  Rep. Yaroch said you can’t tie appropriation to a policy bill 
and discussed. He said the hope is to get a line item in the budget. If it 
doesn’t get into the budget now for October approval, it would have to 
be supplemental.  He said the ultimate goal is line-item status, but we are 
aways from that. He suggested reaching out to the governor and your 
legislators. He said you have to move all the levers in Lansing. Dr. 
Edwards spoke about keeping people in the paramedic program to take 
the test and gave data.  He spoke about education and history. CoAEMSP 
was discussed. Steve Myers said NREMT required CoAEMSP. Dr. Edwards 
spoke about the intent.  Rep. Yaroch again suggested connecting with 
your legislators. Dr. Edwards invited Marv Helmker to discuss from a 
historical perspective. He spoke about the decline in students in his 
program coming in the door.  No one has come up with a solution to this 
issue. He thinks we are missing the point and it boils down to lack of 
people. Lisa Martin asked about the decline in students in the current 
program for LCC and Marv addressed. Debbie Condino said she was also 
curious on if this is addressing the actual concerns. Ralph Ortiz asked 
Marv if it is accurate if a percentage of students aren’t taking the 
paramedic program to go into the EMS field. Marv addressed and said 
that is the case for some, whether going to another field or another state. 
Out of his potential 12 graduates, that doesn’t mean 12 people are going 
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to be going into EMS in Michigan. Naomi Ishioka spoke about a 
recruitment committee she sits on for MENA and discussed bridge 
courses and a focus on introducing the field.  Alyson Sundberg said 
education is not necessarily the whole issue, but it is a piece of the pie.  
She said changing the model needs done, but it will take time and we are 
in a crisis.   

 Bruce closed the discussion by thanking Rep. Yaroch for his participation.  
• Rural – G. Wadaga  

o Gary spoke about the Treasury grant. The applications are in the process of 
reviewing the grant applications.  There has been discussion on the open 
meetings act and virtual meeting.  He said Senator McBroom had introduced 
some legislation, but no action has been taken. He said he would not look 
forward to virtual voting any time soon. Gary spoke about funding.  A request for 
ARPA funding needs to be put together.  They are on tight timeline to get that 
request in. There is $5 million dollars potentially available. They talked about 
education and Rep. Yaroch’s bill. He spoke a Munson satellite program 
potentially being held at Baraga EMS.  He has been reaching out to surrounding 
areas to fill a class. The potential start date is Fall and they are looking at local 
people but possible two years out to get someone licensed. MCRH has applied 
for a grant and Andrea Abbas discussed the grant. They are looking to create 
paramedic and CIP to the Upper Peninsula.  Gary said they have been working 
with MiREMS on field training office programs, including an equipment trailer for 
trainings and discussed.  

• Pediatric Emergency Medicine – S. Mishra 
o CoPEM met on January 13 and Dr. Mishra gave some updates from that meeting.  

Pediatric champion efforts continue. There will be a fall PEC symposium again 
and planning has started.  Office hours are being held again. Opportunities will 
be in the Wednesday Update. She reminded everyone of the EMSC Survey.  This 
is a federal initiative.  There has been an increase in some areas of the state in 
the last two weeks. The UP is nearing 100% participation.  Please encourage 
participation by agencies. The survey closes on the 3/31/2022. 

• Air Medical Ad Hoc – K. Wilkinson 
o Administrative rule suggested changes 

 Derek Flory and Sabrina Kerr went over the suggested changes. Sabrina 
explained the process, as we have rule changes in process.  

 Motion to approve (Martin, Condino). Approved.  
• EMS Safety Ad Hoc – E. Bergquist 

o No update. 
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• Critical Care Ad Hoc – E. Bergquist 
o No update. 

• Community Integrated Paramedicine Workgroup – K. Kuhl  
o The CIP Virtual Assembly yesterday.  She discussed education. They are going to 

launch collaborations for the next group of classes.  There will be a more 
regionalized area for skills. Clinicals will be closer where they are located.  This 
will be a litmus test and we will see how it goes.  

Recruitment and Retention Work Group-K. Cummings 
o Ken spoke about the ideas that were developed. He would like to remind 

everyone the intent now is for the committees to develop strategies on the ideas 
that fall under their purview. If you have other ideas or suggestions, please send 
those to Nicole.  Nicole can send out the list again.  

Community Integrated Paramedicine (CIP) 
• Draft Language for Review-still in process, no updates. 

911 Report: Joni will send her report to Nicole to send out to the group.  
 
New Business: None. 
Public Comment: None.         
Membership Round Table Report: 

• Cummings: EMS Expo 
o May 5-7, 2022, at the Bavarian Inn in Frankenmuth.  Register here.  

• Hart: 2022 Michigan Rural Health Conference 
o April 28-29, 2022, at Soaring Eagle Resort in Mount Pleasant. Register here. 

• Hart: EMSCC Rural Subcommittee’s Abstract of Challenges 
• Ishioka: MENA Conference 

o May 3-4, 2022, at the Embassy Suites in Grand Rapids. Register here.  
• Sledge: NHTSA is looking for data experts.  NHTSA is looking to expand the pool of Safety 

Program Assessment Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) for all program area. For more 
information, click here. 

• Yaroch: Thanked everyone for their work.  He said he can’t say enough that EMS, Fire, 
Law Enforcement, and Nursing came through in this difficult time.  

• Bergquist: Two new staff members that are starting before the next meeting. They are a 
financial analyst and a shared epidemiologist.  

• Edwards: He is confident we will come up with solutions.  
 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn at 12:42 p.m. (Trevithick, Haney). Adjourned. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.miambulance.org%2Fmichigan-ems-expo&data=04%7C01%7CBabbN%40michigan.gov%7C35b2ac6640e24afe5eaf08da0dd19443%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637837491163602861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VgvyMzeQKNm9M3X3RbsBgLGc8dEblzHp%2BiBlggaiFpM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcrh.msu.edu%2Fevents%2FParticipants_Rural_Health_Conference.html&data=04%7C01%7CBabbN%40michigan.gov%7C35b2ac6640e24afe5eaf08da0dd19443%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637837491163602861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=0jmimpd3m7LA1ndafsX4FUt57xBGH8%2B%2FakfhmiyS1PI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcrh.msu.edu%2Fprograms%2FEMSCC%2520Rural%2520Subcommittee%2520FINAL.Abstract%2520of%2520Challenges.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CBabbN%40michigan.gov%7C35b2ac6640e24afe5eaf08da0dd19443%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637837491163602861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ZBOYYqVNYSH%2BIps4Arz8g2JQ2QVO8bNiQt07C8bOFgk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.ca%2Fe%2Fjack-of-all-trades-michigan-ena-2022-state-confer-tickets-231105160757&data=04%7C01%7CBabbN%40michigan.gov%7C35b2ac6640e24afe5eaf08da0dd19443%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637837491163602861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dXlBxCV8RXX%2BNqlM3Ejrc%2FOH70J4CiwYSx3s1jA2kZs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhtsa.gov%2Fhighway-safety-grants-program%2Fsafety-program-assessment&data=04%7C01%7CBabbN%40michigan.gov%7C35b2ac6640e24afe5eaf08da0dd19443%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637837491163602861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=15Yys%2B8mw%2B7YhEKWHbrj%2FrK3kc49TfRupKhn7thjU24%3D&reserved=0

