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Update made on February 22, 2022 
 
February 11, 2022 
 
 
 
NAME  
TITLE  
ADDRESS  
CITY STATE ZIP  
 
 
Dear Tribal Chair and Health Director: 
 
RE: Postpartum Extension from 60 days to 12 months 
 
This letter, in compliance with Section 1902(a)(73) and Section 2107(e)(1)(C) of the 
Social Security Act, serves as notice to all Tribal Chairs and Health Directors of the 
intent by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) to submit a 
State Plan Amendment (SPA) request to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS).  
 
The purpose of this SPA is to extend the current postpartum coverage for qualified 
pregnant women from 60 days to 12 months.  This change would have a positive impact 
on Native American beneficiaries, tribal healthy clinics, and urban Indian organization by 
allowing 12 months of continuous postpartum coverage to qualified pregnant women. 
The anticipated effective date of this SPA is April 1, 2022.  
 
In an effort to submit this State Plan Amendment to CMS as soon as possible in order to 
meet an April 1, 2022, implementation date, we are providing an update to L 21-81 
indicating that the Tribal Notice period will be shorter than the normal 60 day notice 
period with responses requested prior to March 1, 2022.  There is no public hearing 
scheduled for this SPA.  Input regarding this SPA is encouraged, and comments 
regarding this notice of intent may be submitted to Lorna Elliott-Egan, MDHHS Liaison 
to the Michigan tribes.  Lorna can be reached at 517-512-4146, or via email at Elliott-
EganL@michigan.gov.  Please provide all input by February 28, 2022.   
 
In addition, MDHHS is offering to set up group or individual consultation meetings to 
discuss this SPA, according to the tribes’ preference.  Consultation meetings allow 
tribes the opportunity to address any concerns and voice any suggestions, revisions, or 
objections to be relayed to the author of the proposal.  If you would like additional 
information or wish to schedule a consultation meeting, please contact Lorna Elliott-
Egan at the telephone number or email address provided above.  

mailto:Elliott-EganL@michigan.gov
mailto:Elliott-EganL@michigan.gov
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MDHHS appreciates the continued opportunity to work collaboratively with you to care 
for the residents of our state.  
 
An electronic copy of this letter is available at www.michigan.gov/medicaidproviders >> 
Policy, Letters & Forms. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Kate Massey, Director  
Health and Aging Services Administration  
 
CC: Keri Toback, CMS 
 Nancy Grano, CMS   
 Chasity Dial, CEO, American Indian Health and Family Services of Southeastern 

Michigan 
 Daniel Frye, Director, Indian Health Service - Bemidji Area Office 
 Lorna Elliott-Egan, MDHHS 
      

http://www.michigan.gov/medicaidproviders
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Ms. Whitney Gravelle, President, Bay Mills Indian Community 
Ms. Audrey Breakie, Health Director, Bay Mills (Ellen Marshall Memorial Center) 
Mr. David M. Arroyo, Chairman, Grand Traverse Band Ottawa & Chippewa Indians 
Mr. Soumit Pendharkar, Health Director, Grand Traverse Band Ottawa/Chippewa 
Mr. Kenneth Meshigaud, Tribal Chairman, Hannahville Indian Community 
Ms. G. Susie Meshigaud, Health Director, Hannahville Health Center 
Ms. Kim Klopstein, President, Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
Ms. Kathy Mayo, Interim Health Director, Keweenaw Bay Indian Community - Donald Lapointe 
Health/Educ Facility 
Mr. James Williams, Jr., Tribal Chairman, Lac Vieux Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Indians 
Ms. Sadie Valliere, Health & Human Services Director, Lac Vieux Desert Band 
Mr. Larry Romanelli, Ogema, Little River Band of Ottawa Indians 
Mr. Daryl Wever, Health Director, Little River Band of Ottawa Indians 
Ms. Regina Gasco-Bentley, Tribal Chairman, Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa Indians 
Ms. Jodi Werner, Health Director, Little Traverse Bay Band of Odawa 
Mr. Bob Peters, Chairman, Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Potawatomi Indians (Gun Lake Band) 
Ms. Kelly Wesaw, Health Director, Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Potawatomi 
Mr. Jamie Stuck, Tribal Chairman, Nottawaseppi Huron Band of Potawatomi Indians 
Ms. Rosalind Johnston, Health Director, Huron Potawatomi Inc.- Tribal Health Department 
Ms. Rebecca Richards, Tribal Chairwoman, Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
Ms. Priscilla Gatties, Interim Health Director, Pokagon Potawatomi Health Services 
Ms. Theresa Peters-Jackson, Tribal Chief, Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe 
Mrs. Karmen Fox, Executive Health Director, Nimkee Memorial Wellness Center 
Mr. Aaron Payment, Tribal Chairperson, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
Mr. Leonid Chugunov, Health Director, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians - Health 
Center 
 
 
CC: Keri Toback, CMS 
 Nancy Grano, CMS   
 Chasity Dial, CEO, American Indian Health and Family Services of Southeastern 

Michigan 
 Daniel Frye, Director, Indian Health Service - Bemidji Area Office 
 Lorna Elliott-Egan, MDHHS 
 



From: Elliott-Egan, Lorna (DHHS)
To: Sadie Valliere; Audrey L. Breakie; Joshua Hudson; Kathy Mayo (kmayo@kbic-nsn.gov); Susie Meshigaud; Leo

Chugunov; Joel Lumsden; Jody Werner; Pendharkar, Soumit; Karmen Fox; DarylWever@lrboi-nsn.gov; Janice
Grant; Rosalind Johnston; Kelly Wesaw; Priscilla Gatties; CDial@aihfs.org; Glenn Wilson

Cc: David, Shannon (DHHS); Black, Erin (DHHS)
Subject: L 21-81
Date: Friday, February 25, 2022 5:49:58 PM
Importance: High

Aanii all –
 
A tribal notice was originally issued to Tribal Leaders and  Tribal Health Directors on Feb 2, 2022 for
Postpartum Extension from 60 days to 12 months.  That notice was then reissued on Feb 22, 2022
with some additional language.  We felt that because of the quick turn around that was requested
from tribes in the updated L 21-81 letter that an additional email from me would help call your
attention to the accelerated schedule we have set for the proposed State Plan Amendment (SPA). 
This L Letter may be viewed here:  L_21-81_747995_7.pdf (michigan.gov).
 
This policy change will affect qualified pregnant individuals by extending the current 60 days of
postpartum coverage to 12 months of postpartum coverage effective April 1, 2022. This change will
be accomplished through a SPA and have a positive impact to Native American beneficiaries, tribal
health clinics and urban Indian organizations. There is no change to the existing eligibility criteria or
covered services. This policy simply changes the duration of postpartum coverage from 60 days to
12 months.  
 
In an effort to get this SPA submitted to CMS as soon as possible to meet the proposed April 1, 2022
implementation date, we are providing an update to the L 21-81 notification you received to indicate
that the Tribal Notice period will be shorter than the normal 60 day response period and are
requesting that any questions or concerns regarding the proposed SPA language be submitted to
MDHHS not later than March 1, 2022. 
 
Please submit any comments to me.   I f you have any questions, I can be reached at 517-512-4146,
or via email at Elliott-EganL@michigan.gov. Additionally if a tribe or a group of tribes would like a
meeting to discuss the SPA or address additional concerns, that is always an option.
 
Please stay safe and well and have a lovely weekend. 
 
 
 
Lorna Elliott-Egan
Manager & Tribal Liaison
Constituent & Tribal Services
Legislative, Appropriations and Constituent Services
Michigan Department of Health & Human Services
333 Grand Avenue
Lansing, MI  48933
(517) 284-4034 (office)



(517) 512-4146 (cell)
 

 
Confidentiality Notice:  This message, including any attachments, is intended solely for the use of the
named recipient(s) and may contain confidential and/or privileged information.  Any unauthorized
review, use, disclosure or distribution of any confidential and/or privileged information contained in
this e-mail is expressly prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender
by reply e-mail and destroy any and all copies of the original message.
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