G

CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT

TASK FORCE

i

Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect
Friday, May 18, 2018
Hall of Justice

Proposed Draft Minutes

Members Present: Judge John Hohman (chair), Dr. Tana Bridge (vice chair), Lori
Budnik, Danita Echols, Dr. Bethany Mohr, Fred Gruber, Daniel Babin, Lisa Niergarth,
Judge Kelly Ramsey, Dr. Shannon Lowder, Jennifer Pintar, Judge Cheryl Lohmeyer,
Colin Parks (designee of Director Nick Lyon), and Veda Thompkins.

Members via Teleconference: Christopher Wirth (afternoon portion of the
meeting).

Members Absent: Judge Dorene Allen, Catherine Onsted and Julie Nakfoor Pratt.

Non-members Present: Neila T. Johnson, GTFCAN Coordinator; Julie Knop,
Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan; Elizabeth Henderson, State Court
Administrative Office Child Welfare Services Division; Kelly Wagner, State Court
Administrative Office; Karen Everett, MDHHS Legislative Affairs Office; and Tony
Saucedo, Michigan State Police Drug Enforcement Youth Division.

Public Comment: No public comment.

» Welcome (Judge Hohman)
* Judge Hohman welcomed the new Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and
Neglect members: Dr. Lisa Niergarth and Daniel Babin.

» Consideration of Minutes from 2/16/2018 - Judge Hohman

Motion made by Judge Hohman to amend minutes from February 16, 2018 to
reflect two motions by Dr. Bridge regarding the National Citizen’s Review Panel
conference. Judge Lohmeyer seconded the motion. A voice vote was conducted
and the motion carried.

» Budget and Project Funding Committee - Judge Hohman

* Judge Hohman informed the GTFCAN that his term expires on December 31,
2018 and he will not request re-appointment. He asked a few GTFCAN
members to chair this committee and they declined. This committee needs a
chair prior to December.

* Judge Hohman reported that he made a recommendation to the Governor to
amend the current Executive Order to change the administration of the
GTFCAN from MDHHS to another agency, because of the $190,000

administrative expense charged by MDHHS to the GTFCAN. The Governor’s
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office decided not to change the MDHHS role. The email from the Governor’s
office explaining the basis for that decision was forwarded to GTF members
by the judge.

* Judge Hohman stated that the funds currently available to the GTFCAN for
this fiscal year are not enough to cover all of the expenses of the 2018
Summit. He considered whether to recommend to the GTFCAN that the 2018
Summit be cancelled. He said that he would not recommend that the 2018
Summit be cancelled because it will be conducted in grant year 2018 and
fiscal year 2018, and that he is confident that the GTFCAN will receive the
2018 grant award.

» Child Advocacy Committee Report - Fred Gruber

= The Child Advocacy Committee developed 18 recommendations to help
retain foster parents. There was a forum held on May 15, 2018 in Troy,
MI. At this forum, five couples and one individual are taking the next
steps to become licensed foster parents.

= Fred Gruber talked with Catherine Onsted and they will do a foster
parent recruitment forum in Jackson County and the GTFCAN will be a
Sponsor.

= An event in Washtenaw County is being considered.

= Michigan Children’s Law Center, in cooperation with the Michigan
Exchange Club, will go to Kent and Macomb counties.

= Daniel Babin offered to work with Mr. Gruber in the foster parent
recruitment efforts.

» (Citizen’s Review Panel Committee- Det/Sgt. Jennifer Pintar

= Submitted recommendations in 2016 and focused on the effects of primary
and secondary trauma throughout the child welfare system.

= The CRP is requesting a meeting with Dr. Henry from Western Michigan
University who has a contract with MDHHS to provide trauma and secondary
trauma training to MDHHS staff.

= The CRP is brainstorming topics for the upcoming report and requested
recommendations from GTFCAN members. Some of the topics the CRP is
considering are:

o False CPS complaints that involve divorce cases.

o Termination of Parental Rights in cases where there is a new baby
born to the parents, specifically, re-traumatizing children in these
cases.

o Sexual abuse cases.

o Relative placement.

o Standard for various drugs in drug exposed infant cases.

= The CRP will identify trending topics from the National Citizen’s Review Panel
conference and bring that information back to the GTFCAN.

» Data Committee- Dr. Tana Bridge
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The data committee was created to receive data requests from other GTFCAN
committees and decipher and forward them to MDHHS and/or other entities.
There have not been any data requests.

Law and Policy Committee- Judge Cheryl Lohmeyer

Judge Lohmeyer reported that the committee met and are working on the
following:

o This committee is evaluating best practices for LGAL’s and developing a
contract for LGAL'’s. They are collecting information via questionnaire.

o MDHHS 3200 - This committee suggested expanding the allegation,
physical, and children’s names’ sections of the form.

o PSM 713-08 - This MDHHS policy is regarding children in out-of-home
placement. Judge Lohmeyer drafted changes to this policy. The
committee has responded to the drafted changes and is a work in
progress.

o Judge Lohmeyer made a motion to have SCAO CWS include in their
2019 GTFCAN Training Proposal training for Mandated Reporter
training. Danita Echols second the motion and the motion carried.

Colin Parks: the change to add additional names in the Reporting Person
section came as a request from the Medical Advisory Committee. Submission
of the MDHHS 3200 is one piece of a two-step process; the first piece is a
telephone call to Centralized Intake. He reported there is a Mandated
Reporter Committee within MDHHS. Requests have been made for GTFCAN
to fund Mandated Reporter training as the law requires professionals to
report, but not to receive training.

Dr. Bethany Mohr: she usually puts information in the “Describe Injury”
section of the MDHHS 3200. She attaches medical records to the report; can
this be a problem if the complaint is rejected? People have been calling her
requesting Mandated Reporter for June.

Tana Bridge: other states legally require Mandated Reporter training.

Judge Lohmeyer: people lest equipped to identify abuse are not trained on
how to do so.

Danita Echols: non-profit organizations want Mandated Reporter training.
Judge Ramsey: criminal cases are brought before me where children were in
the home when a murder occurred, but a complaint is not called into Children
Protective Services.

Judge Lohmeyer: the next teleconference is on July 23rd at 9am.

Mental Health Standards Committee- Dr. Shannon Lowder

Online training is being developed for therapists who work with victims of
sexual abuse as well as those who work with sexual offenders. The training
will also cover when to refer the clients out.

The MHS is working with the Michigan Association for the Treatment of
Sexual Abusers (MiATSA).

The training will be sent out to GTFCAN in the fall once it is more
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developed.

Subject matter experts on the MHS Committee workgroup have sent their
material to the Office of Workforce Development and Training.

Psychiatric Evaluations have not gone out for bid as was expected in
January 2018.

Contracts are expected to go out in the fall 2018 for evaluators. Two of the
recommended requirements at this time is that the evaluation will have to
include diagnosis and recommendations.

The MHS group brainstormed idea for speakers for the 2018 Summit.

» Training Committee- Dr. Tana Bridge

At the February meeting the training committee, on the basis of incorrect
information supplied by MDHHS requested $65,000 for the 2018 Summit.
Further investigation determined that the GTFCAN spent only $41,000 on
the 2017 Summit.
Dr. Bridge made a motion to allocate $45,000 instead of $65,00 for the
2018 Summit and it was second by Jennifer Pintar. A voice vote was
conducted and the motion carried.
2018 Summit - Brenda Jones-Harden has been secured as the keynote
speaker for the 2018 summit, which will be held on October 25-26, 2018 at
the Grand Traverse Resort and Spa.
The theme is “Invisible No More”.
The topics for the breakout sessions are:

o Infant Mental Health
Safe Sleep
Suicide Among Youth
Sexual Abuse
Mental and Physical Disabilities

o De-escalation techniques
There will be a plenary session that addresses implicit
bias/microaggression on Friday morning.
This year there will be resource tables for organizations to distribute
information about their work.

o O O

» Protocol Committee- Neila Johnson

= The Protocol Committee met to develop the Model Child Abuse Protocol
revision subcommittee and they are moving forward.

» MDHHS Report- Colin Parks

-

There were numerous bills introduced in House in response to the Nassar
case.
Some of the bills would directly impact MDHHS since they would identify
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new Mandated Reporters (i.e. bus drivers and coaches). Some of the bills
would change increase penalties around failure to report.

= These cases are seldom prosecuted. These bills mirror similar bills in
Pennsylvania.

= [fthese bills pass, they would increase the number of CPS complaints
significantly could and cost MDHHS, $50-$60 million for CPS staffing.

» Adoctor from Pennsylvania testified that there was an increase in child
deaths in Pennsylvania after the Sandusky bills were passed. Pennsylvania
is still struggling with the changes because they did not increase the
number of staff in their child welfare agency.

= There is a need for preventive services.

* Mandatory Reporting Training - There is a committee made up of local
partners to revise the training. At least 83 counties have mandatory
reporter trainers.

= Colin Parks: MDHHS is cataloging training and has trained over 2000
people this year.

» Coordinator's Report - Neila Johnson
= The 2018 CJA grant application is in the Governor’s office. The grant
application is for $467,859.00.
= The grant award amounts have been trending downward in the amount of
approximately $4,000 and will continue to do so.

» Chair Report - Judge Hohman
= Report covered during the Budget and Funding Committee report.

> New Business
= SCAO presented their training proposal to GTFCAN for the FY 2019-2021.

o 2017 Training Evaluations - the response rate was 42 percent
before the clicker system was implemented and 86 percent after the
clicker system.

o In 2017, the overall attendance rate was 86 percent with 1,357
registrations.

o In 2018, the attendance rate is 84 percent with 800 registrations.

o Christopher Wirth: attorneys sign-up for trainings but there is no
space for them because they fill-up with caseworkers.

o Kelly Wagner: The trainings for attorneys are not the ones that fill-
up. LGAL'’s have preference over other professionals for enrollment
in these trainings.

o Elizabeth Henderson: The Child Welfare Essentials trainings are
attended by attorneys and child welfare professionals.

= Kelly Wagner: How does the Mandated Reporter Training that GTFCAN is
asking SCAO to complete add to what MDHHS is already doing?

o Colin Parks made a motion to earmark $25,000 for funding to
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develop online Mandated Reporter training and certification and
$5,000 per year to sustain it. The quote is from the Michigan Public
Health Institute.

o Dr. Bethany Mohr second the motion.

o Judge Hohman was not comfortable with authorizing $25,000 to
online training because of the precarious financial position that the
GTFCAN is in.

o Avote was taken, and nine people opposed and four were in favor.
The motion failed.

o Dr. Tana Bridge the training committee should decide the issue.
The SCAO CWS audience is different from MDHHS. The GTFCAN
sees mandated reporter training as a priority. The training
committee will work with MDHHS and bring back recommendation
to GTFCAN seven days prior to the October meeting. A Motion was
made by Dr. Bridge, supported by Veda Thompkins that the
Training Committee work in partnership with MDHHS in exploring
an on-line mandatory training and certification program for
mandatory reporter training, and that the Training Committee make
a recommendation regarding same at least seven days prior to the
October GTFCAN meeting. A voice vote was conducted and the
motion carried.

o Dr. Bethany Mohr stated the content is for the training is there, we
need to disseminate the information differently. There is a need for
an online training.

o Judge Hohman stated this issue is in the exploratory phase and the
training committee will come back with a proposal for an online
training.

o Dr.Shannon Lowder was not comfortable with earmarking money
for a specific organization or agency getting to get a contract. The
GTFCAN should require the MDHHS to obtain bids.

* Judge Hohman asked for committee members to seek nominations for the
Steve Yager Lifetime Achievement Award. Veda Thompkins, Judge Lohmeyer
and Judge Ramsey volunteered to be on the committee.

> Next Meeting
= August 17, 2018 at the Hall of Justice, Lansing, MI.

» Meeting was Adjourned



