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                      Governor’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect 
Wednesday, October 24, 2018 

Grand Traverse Resort and Spa 
 

Approved Minutes 
 
Members Present: Hon. John Hohman (chair), Dr. Tana Bridge (vice chair), Daniel 

Babin, Lori Budnik, Danita Echols, Fred Gruber, Hon. Cheryl Lohmeyer, Dr. Shannon 

Lowder, Dr. Bethany Mohr, Ms. Julie Nakfoor Pratt, Mrs. Lisa Niergarth, Mr. Colin 

Parks, Det./Sgt. Jennifer Pintar, Hon. Kelly Ramsey, Ms. Veda Thompkins, Mr. 

Christopher Wirth 

 

Members via Teleconference: None 

 

Members Absent: Hon. Dorene Allen, Ms. Cathy Onstead, Ms. Sterling Riethman, Ms. 

Rita Wieber 
 
Non-members Present: Mr. Kevin Bryan – Interim GTFCAN Coordinator/Program 

Analyst for Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), Ms. 

Elizabeth Henderson – Court Analyst for State Court Administrative Office 

 
Public Comment: No public comment. 
 

➢ Welcome - Hon. John Hohman 
▪ Meeting called to order at 4:03pm 
▪ Hon. Judge Hohman thanked Colin Parks and Mr. Kevin Bryan for their recent 

work on obtaining correct financial reports. 
▪ During the meeting, a card was passed around and signed by GTFCAN members 

to thank Ms. Ann LaHaine, administrative support for CPS Program Office, for her 
work on the 2018 GTFCAN Summit. 

 
➢ Consideration of Minutes from 08/17/2018 - Hon. John Hohman 
▪ Motion by Mr. Fred Gruber to adopt the minutes which was seconded by Hon. 

Cheryl Lohmeyer. Motion unanimously carried.  

 
➢ Budget and Project Funding Committee - Hon. John Hohman 

▪ GTFCAN was reported to have an additional $60,000 of funding available.  

▪ A discussion was held regarding the salary of GTFCAN Coordinator during 

her leave. Salary is not being paid from the CJA grant at this time. Interim 

GTF coordinator salary does not draw down from this budget line. 

▪ Mr. Colin Parks indicated the plan going forward with the grant coordinator 

position would be to move this to a half time position. MDHHS is in the 

process of working with human resources to modify this position to ensure 
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this is a half time position. Once this is completed, and the current 

coordinator returns, the GTFCAN will be charged half of the current salary. It 

was noted the allocated costs would still be capped at $51,000 and would not 

be reduced as this cost is not due to salary. 

▪ Hon. John Hohman indicated the expenses for the 2018 Summit are not 

shown on the 2018 financial report, because the Summit is being held in 

fiscal 2019.  Also, the expenses for the SCAO contract are not shown on the 

2018 financial report, because the GTFCAN has not yet been invoiced for the 

contract amount.  The SCAO contract amount will be roughly $229,000. Even 

with this additional expenditure, GTFCAN will have money left over from 

Fiscal 2018 to carry over into fiscal 2019. 

 

➢ Child Advocacy Committee Report – Mr. Fred Gruber 
▪ GTFCAN co-sponsored two forums recently. These forums occurred in 

Jackson and Monroe Counties. Additional forums will occur in spring, 2019.  

 

➢ Citizen’s Review Panel Committee - Det./Sgt. Jennifer Pintar 
▪ Prior to today, the committee last met on September 26th to discuss their 

topic of focus. The committee will focus on drug using parents and systems of 
care. A review of cases may be utilized in the future and GTFCAN members 
were asked to consider being a part of this review. 

▪ Dr. Tana Bridge indicated the data committee recently met to help formulate 
a potential research area. The data committee ensured they would work 
collaboratively with the Citizen’s Review Panel Committee to help ensure the 
important topic of substance use would be looked at. 

 
➢ Data Committee - Dr. Tana Bridge 

▪ The data committee will be focusing on plans of safe care in the future. This 
will include looking at other state models and practices, looking at the Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, the Comprehensive Addiction and 
Recovery Act, as well as MDHHS policy to determine what can be done to 
improve the current system. 

▪ The data committee will forward the charts and notes from the previous 
meeting to all GTFCAN members. 

▪ There have not been any data requests made at this time. 
 

➢ Law and Policy Committee - Hon. Cheryl Lohmeyer 
▪ The law and policy committee met today to discuss the current MDHHS 

guardianship policy.  
▪ A potential LGAL contract regarding obtaining training for LGALs was 

discussed.  
▪ The need to ensure potential guardians and foster parents had the support 

they needed, such as financial help, public assistance, and support from 
MDHHS was discussed. 

▪ A discussion was held regarding the best way to obtain changes. Should the 



3  

committee want a law change rather than a policy change, the committee will 
attempt to obtain a legislative sponsor. Should a MDHHS policy change be 
recommended, the committee will work with Mr. Colin Parks and MDHHS.  

▪ Concern was noted regarding MDHHS moving towards utilizing 
guardianships to address concerns on the case. Mr. Colin Parks indicated 
while MDHHS may utilize guardianships, these placement are not driven by 
the department or supportable in the case of  required petitions (as identified 
in statute). Should there be any concerns with these cases, these cases 
represent a small percentage. If an APA, attorney, LGAL, or judge has 
concerns regarding a potential guardianship, they can contact Mr. Colin 
Parks to discuss their concerns. Hon. Judge Hohman indicated people may 
be reluctant to contact MDHHS for help as they may not receive placement of 
the children they were currently caring for.  

▪ Mr. Colin Parks reported MDHHS has developed a parent advisory 
committee to provide help and support to biological parents who find 
themselves involved in the child welfare system.  
 

➢ Mental Health Standards Committee - Dr. Shannon Lowder 

▪ The committee did not meet today. 

▪ Training regarding sexual abuse is in the process of being obtained. 

▪ The committee will begin to address the status of the Relias contract in the 

near future. Telehealth was discussed as a potential option for the future.  

 

➢ Training Committee - Dr. Tana Bridge 

▪ The need for GTFCAN members to be present and engaging during the 

GTFCAN Summit was discussed. Any GTFCAN members who would like to 

help moderate a breakout session will contact Mr. Kevin Bryan. 

 

➢ Protocol Committee - No representatives present 

▪ This committee has not meet recently due to scheduling conflicts. This 
committee will reconvene soon. 

 
➢ MDHHS Report - Mr. Colin Parks 

▪ The results of the CPS Investigation Audit which covered a time period of 
April 2014-October 2016 were recently released to the public.  

▪ A task force has been developed by Governor Snyder to help provide 
responses to the audit findings and determine the most appropriate ways 
to complete all the necessary items moving forward. This committee is lead 
by Orelene Hawks, formerly of the Office of Children’s Ombudsmen.  

▪ A recent hearing was held in front of the appropriates committee. The 
legislature was responsive to MDHHS and CPS. 

▪ Due to the oversight by field supervision, MDHHS is looking to ensure 
various measures are in place to address this concern. MDHHS is looking to 
remove various tasks from supervisors to allow them more time with field 
staff.  
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▪ The previous CPS audit was in 1999. Although the findings of the recent 
audit were larger than the 1999 audit, the issues identified during the audit 
were the same. 

▪ Plans of Safe Care remain a focus for MDHHS.  
▪ Recently, Mr. Kevin Bryan applied for a grant regarding substance use, 

specifically opioid use, in rural counties. MDHHS was awarded the grant 
maximum of $1,000,000 to be used for services, as well as the creation of a 
multi-disciplinary team to address substance use and facilitate data 
sharing. 

 
➢ Coordinator's Report – Mr. Kevin Bryan on behalf of Ms. Neila Johnson 

▪ Ms. Elizabeth Henderson and Dr. Tana Bridge were thanked for their 

help with planning and executing the 2018 GTFCAN Summit.  

▪ All GTFCAN members were reminded to sign the card to thank Ms. Ann 

LaHaine for her work regarding the Summit.  

▪ GTFCAN members were reminded to pick up the card under their 

nametags. 

 
➢ Chair Report – Hon. Judge Hohman  

▪ Six members of GTFCAN were reported to have terms which expired as of 

12/31/2018. Hon. Judge Lohmeyer, Dr. Tana Bridge, and Mr. Fred Gruber 

will be returning to GTFCAN. Hon. Judge Allen and Hon. Judge Hohman have 

decided to not apply to be a member of GTFCAN after their term expires. 

Recently, two vacancies on GTFCAN were filed by the Governor’s Office by 

appointing Ms. Sterling Riethman and Ms. Rita Wieber. 

▪ A discussion was held regarding the need to obtain additional members. 

Ms. Christina Hills, Hon. Judge Connors, adding another representative from 

the medical profession, and adding someone from the Native American 

community were noted as potential replacements for the members leaving. 

▪ As of November 1, 2018, Dr. Tana Bridge will act as GTFCAN chair. Previous 

GTFCAN Chairs had not had experience serving on the GTFCAN before 

taking the position of Chair. Dr. Bridge has been serving on the GTFCAN for 

three years; her experience will be useful to her in her role as Chair. 
 

➢ Vice Chair Report – Dr. Tana Bridge  
▪ Dr. Shannon Lowder has agreed to be vice chair of the GTFCAN moving 

forward. 
▪ Dr. Tana Bridge indicated there was lots of work to do regarding the 

transition, and she has begun working with Hon. Judge Hohman on the 
transition into her new role.  

 
➢ New Business 

▪ There was no new business. 
 
➢ Next Meeting 
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▪ December 14, 2018 at 11:00am in Lansing at the Hall of Justice. 

 
➢ Meeting was adjourned at 5:35pm. 


