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Approved Minutes

Members Present: Hon. John Hohman (chair), Dr. Tana Bridge (vice chair), Daniel
Babin, Lori Budnik, Fred Gruber, Hon. Cheryl Lohmeyer, Dr. Shannon Lowder, Dr.
Bethany Mohr, Mrs. Lisa Niergarth, Ms. Cathy Onsted, Mr. Colin Parks, Det./Sgt.
Jennifer Pintar, Hon. Kelly Ramsey

Members via Teleconference: Christopher Wirth (prior to lunch break).
Conference line opened at 11:08am. Callers were provided a summary prior to
proceeding with the meeting.

Members Absent: Hon. Dorene Allen, Ms. Danita Echols, Julie Nakfoor Pratt, Ms.
Veda Thompkins

Non-members Present: Mr. Kevin Bryan - Program Analyst for Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services (MDHHS); Robert Cesaro - University of Michigan,
Bernie Jayasundera - University of Michigan

Public Comment: No public comment.

» Welcome - Hon. John Hohman

= Meeting called to order at 11:01am

= Robert Cesaro and Bernie Jayasundera were introduced as guests of Dr. Mohr

= Mr. Kevin Bryan was introduced and GTFCAN members were informed he was
filling in for Neila Johnson until her return.

» Consideration of Minutes from 2/16/2018 - Hon. John Hohman
Motion by Hon. Cheryl Lohmeyer to adopt the minutes which was seconded by
Mr. Daniel Babin. Motion unanimously carried.

» Budget and Project Funding Committee - Hon. John Hohman
= GTFCAN was reported to have not approved a 2018 spending plan; therefore,
GTFCAN members should ignore this section on the budget spreadsheet
provided prior to the meeting. It was believed GTFCAN had $480,000 in the
budget, not $621,000 as indicated. The expenditures were reported to be
accurate. The budget committee will meet prior to the October meeting to
discuss and create the budget with MDHHS.



» Child Advocacy Committee Report - Ms. Cathy Onsted
= Several forums will be occurring around the State of Michigan to recruit
foster parents. Jackson County will have a forum on 10/08/2018. Monroe
County will have a forum on 10/11/2018.

» Citizen’s Review Panel Committee - Det./Sgt. Jennifer Pintar

= The committee has selected a topic of focus. The committee will focus on drug
addiction and neglectful parenting. The committee will look to collaborate
with MDHHS, courts, law enforcement, medical providers, and other areas in
child welfare. Field interviews will be completed to obtain information.

= New GTFCAN members were encouraged to join the Citizen’s Review Panel
Committee.

= Mr. Colin Parks suggested the committee work with Ms. Angela Smith-
Butterwick as she works with mothers with substance use concerns through
MDHHS.

= Hon. John Hohman suggested the committee look to the treatment court in
Cass County for collaboration on this project. Substance use is prevalent in
this county and the treatment court was reported to be effective.

= Dr. Tana Bridge indicated those in child welfare must look at substance use
through the lens of neglect as there are times people who use substances do
not test positive. A short discussion regarding the legalization of marijuana
and unintended outcomes were discussed.

= Dr.Shannon Lowder reported people with a medical marijuana card could
be diagnosed with cannabis use disorder. In cases where a parent has a
medical marijuana card, child welfare workers should work to determine if
there are any parenting concerns.

= Mrs. Lisa Niergarth indicated medical marijuana was hard for the courts
address. A uniform policy for courts was suggested.

» Data Committee - Dr. Tana Bridge
» The data committee will be collaborating with stakeholders soon.
= There have not been any data requests.

» Law and Policy Committee - Hon. Cheryl Lohmeyer
= Recent changes to the 3200 were discussed.

o Mr. Colin Parks and Mr. Kevin Bryan indicated reporters could
now add additional children to the 3200, enter unlimited characters
in the allegations section, and enter unlimited characters in the
medical section.

o Mr. Colin Parks provided an update on the online mandated
reporter portal. The online portal will alleviate the need to complete
a 3200 after making the complaint of child abuse or neglect.

= CIP is working with the Law and Policy Committee to complete the Legal
Guardian Ad Litem (LGAL) contract.

= MDHHS Policy PSM 713-08, Special Investigation Situations, needs updates.
The committee has made three draft policies for Mr. Colin Parks to review
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regarding proper care and custody.

> Mental Health Standards Committee - Dr. Shannon Lowder

Contracts to secure evaluators have not been approved. The trauma
assessment contract is the priority of MDHHS at this time; however,
neuropsychology will be next.

Training regarding sexual abuse has been submitted. The committee will
complete the applicable review steps.

» Protocol Committee - No representatives present

This committee did not have any representatives at the meeting. An oral
report could not be made.

» Training Committee - Dr. Tana Bridge

The status of the 2018 Summit was discussed. Brenda Jones Harden from
the Harvard Brain Study will be the keynote speaker. She will present on
the effects of neglect on the brain. Dr. Sarah Shea will present at the
conference regarding infant mental health. The Summit will occur on
October 25-26, 2018 at the Grand Traverse Resort. Registration to the
conference is now open. A weblink and conference flyer will be sent out
soon.

o Mr. Kevin Bryan indicated he would work with each GTFCAN
member to ensure all travel needs were met, lodging was
obtained, and other important details would be provided.

o Mr. Colin Parks indicated Mr. Kevin Bryan would continue to
help complete Summit planning and coordination should Neila
Johnson return.

o Hon. John Hohman indicated the need to share the conference
registration and flyer widely within their networks.

State Court Administrative Office (SCAO) has created a mandated reporter
training. This will occur soon. The webinar does not have a cap; therefore,
this training should be shared widely within all networks. An email will be
sent out regarding this training which will include information on the
training, as well as the webinar weblink.

» MDHHS Report - Mr. Colin Parks

MDHHS will be hosting an annual conference on December 17, 2018 at the
Kellogg Center.

MDHHS recently updated their policy regarding substance use. Substance
use in and of itself is no longer a sufficient basis for assignment. Plans of
safe care and home visitation roles were discussed. The MDHHS mandated
reporter committee is working to inform and train mandated reporters
regarding the new policy change.
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= The audit regarding Children’s Protective Services will be made public in
September. Once this is public, a copy of the audit will be made available to
GTFCAN members.

* Dr. Shannon Lowder expressed concerns regarding the “Safe and Together
Model” not being utilized in counties.

o Mr. Colin Parks indicated the training for this program had been
completed statewide. Should GTFCAN members have concerns
regarding this model not being practiced in the field, they should
contact him directly. MDHHS will review these cases and provide
feedback to the local offices if necessary.

» At11:47am, Hon. John Hohman recessed until 12:07pm for lunch.
» At 12:02pm, Hon. John Hohman called the meeting back to order.

» Chair Report - Hon. Judge Hohman

* Dr. Tana Bridge was announced as the next chairperson of GTFCAN. She
will start chairing the committee as of November 1, 2018. Dr. Tana Bridge
has been a member of GTFCAN for three years. Over the next several
months Dr, Tana Bridge will work with Hon. John Hohman to transition into
her new role.

* The Summit was discussed. All GTFCAN members in attendance indicated
they were going to attend the Summit. After the public meeting, GTFCAN
members will have dinner outside of the resort. Meals will can be expensed
if they follow State of Michigan travel regulations. Each GTFCAN member
will have $24.25 to spend for dinner.

= The Children’s Law section of the State of Michigan Bar Association
previously published a quarterly journal regarding updates to laws.
GTFCAN was a sponsor of this in the past. Recently, GTFCAN was
approached regarding sponsoring this once again.

o Det./Sgt. Jennifer Pintar reminded the Task Force that the main
contribution that the GTFCAN made in the past was toward the
costs of printing and distributing the publication. If the Section is
going to publish the Journal again, they should consider online
publication instead of printed publication. This should save
considerable expense.

o Hon. John Hohman indicated the GTFCAN did not have to
sponsor this request for the amount requested but could do so for
any amount they wanted.

» Coordinator's Report - Mr. Kevin Bryan
= All members were informed Mr. Kevin Bryan is filling in for Ms. Neila
Johnson and is the contact person until further notice.
= The grant application was submitted prior to this meeting. The Children’s
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Justice Act reviewed the grant and had questions regarding the information
contained in the grant. Responses to these questions were submitted. The
Children’s Justice Act indicated no further response is required from
GTFCAN.

= Mr. Kevin Bryan reminded all GTFCAN members he will be contacting
them regarding lodging for the Summit.

» Child Advocacy Committee Report - Mr. Fred Gruber
* Due to an accident on the highway, Mr. Fred Gruber was unable to provide
his report regarding the Child Advocacy Committee earlier today. He was
now in attendance and wanted to inform GTFCAN on the status of the
committee.
o GTFCAN was sponsoring the forum in Jackson County.
o Several other counties would like forums to be held in their county.
o 89% of the people poled at the National Exchange Club agreed the
forums were a good mechanism to prevent child abuse and
neglect.

> New Business
* The Steve Yager Lifetime Achievement Award will be presented to the
Honorable Judge Kenneth Tacoma. Judge Hohman will contact Judge Tacoma
and extend an invitation to the Summit.

> Next Meeting
= QOctober 24,2018 at 4:00pm in Traverse City at the Grand Traverse
Resort.

» Meeting was adjourned at 12:32pm.



