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Michigan Behavioral Health Internship Stipend Program

Funding Selection Criteria

The Michigan Behavioral Health Internship Stipend Program (MI-BHISP) aims to increase the
number of qualified behavioral health professionals in Michigan by providing a stipend of up to
$15,000 to eligible student interns. MI-BHISP stipends are intended for interns who are in the
process of completing a bachelor or graduate level behavioral health degree program that leads
to a behavioral health profession dedicated to serving children.

It is estimated that this round of funding will support 73 students. The summary below gives
insight into how applicants are selected and why some could be denied. Due to the high
number of applications and limited funding, the MI-BHISP Program is unable to fund all
applicants, even if they meet all criteria listed below.

Additionally, due to the high volume of applications, staff will be unable to give individual
feedback on a student’s application. Instead, the summary above has been developed to give
insight into how applications are selected. Students who are not selected for this funding
cohort are encouraged to apply for future funding rounds as they become available. If you have
any questions, please direct them to mibhisp@mphi.org.

How are applicants selected?

e Applicants are selected based on the following criteria:

i. Eighty percent of the funding is allocated for students pursuing a master’s
degree and 20% for students pursuing a bachelor’s degree.

ii. Prioritization will be given based on the type of population the student works
with, intention to work at a public behavioral health-based facility post-
graduation, type of approved placement site, the Michigan 2020 Primary
Care Needs Assessment County Needs Ranking, designated program
specialty, and veteran and/or disability status.

iii. Please note that private practice placements are not eligible for this
program.

Why might an application be denied?

e Applicant was not a student at an accredited university during the application period
and/or was not pursuing a degree that would lead to:
i. Behavior analyst, marriage or family therapist, social worker, professional
counselor, and/or psychologist.
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Applicant’s internship is paid, or their internship was not required by their degree
program.

Applicant did not have an internship at an organization that would qualify as a
community mental health agency, pre-paid inpatient health plans (PIHP), tribal
health centers, Indian Health Service/tribally operated facility/program or urban
Indian clinic, public school, or a contracted entity of these facilities. Private practice
placements are not eligible for this program.

Applicant selected that they would not participate in the required items of the
program (submission of a W-9, program surveys, etc.).

Applicant is working less than 80 hours at their internship.

Applicant did not have a placement secured yet or is not actively participating in an
internship during the oversight period of January-May 2026.

Applicant does not intend to work at a public behavioral health-based facility after
graduating from their current degree program.

Applicant will not be providing services to children, youth, or transition-aged youth
during their internship.



