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Michigan Behavioral Health Internship Stipend Program

Program Details

The Michigan Behavioral Health Internship Stipend Program (MI-BHISP) aims to increase the
number of qualified behavioral health professionals in Michigan by providing a stipend of up to
$15,000 to eligible student interns. MI-BHISP stipends are intended for interns who are in the
process of completing a bachelor or graduate level behavioral health degree program that leads
to a behavioral health profession dedicated to serving children.

Eligibility requirements

Applicants must:

Be pursuing a bachelor's or master’s degree at an accredited college or university in the
United States that would lead to the following behavioral health professions: behavior
analyst, marriage or family therapist, social worker, professional counselor, and/or
psychologist.

Have secured an unpaid internship, in Michigan, which must be at one of or contracted
by the following behavioral health settings: community mental health agency, pre-paid
inpatient health plans (PIHP), tribal health centers, Indian Health Service/tribally
operated facility/program or urban Indian clinic, or public school. Please see our FAQ
Document if you are unsure if your site qualifies.

*Eligibility requirements may change in future application rounds. Please check back to the MI- BHISP
website for more information.

Program requirements

If awarded, participants are required to:

Be in attendance and complete assignments required by internship site for duration of
enrollment in MI-BHISP.
Ensure the site supervisor completes the required supervisor verification forms.
Sign and submit a Stipend Agreement to Michigan Public Health Institute (MPHI).
Submit an unofficial school transcript to MPHI.
Submit a completed Form W-9 to MPHI to receive payment.

o Note: Social Security Number and date of birth will be required for payment.

Banking information may also be required.

Complete program and evaluation surveys.
Notify MI-BHISP Staff of any site placement changes or termination to ensure placement
continues at an approved site as it may affect eligibility and payment of the stipend.
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Intend to remain at a public behavioral health facility post-graduation.
Be participating in an internship that provides services to children, youth, or transition-
aged youth.

Other program details

For the purposes of this program, "internship" is defined as a required component of a
student's university program, while still enrolled and attending the university. This can
include, but is not limited to: site placement, practicum, internship, residency, etc. This
would NOT include the collection of hours required for certification and/or licensure
that is not specifically required by the academic program, itself (i.e. collection of
fieldwork hours for BCBA certification, without a practicum program).
This stipend has the potential to affect financial aid. Awardees should consult with a tax
professional and/or financial advisor. MPHI or MDHHS will not provide financial advice
to students.
This stipend is a one-time award. Past recipients of MI-BHISP funds are not eligible for
future funding from MI-BHISP.
The total stipend amount is dependent on the initial determination of the total number
of hours required by the student's internship. The stipend is not intended to be payment
for services rendered. Changes to the initial determination during the duration of the
MI-BHISP reporting period will be reviewed on an individual basis. Stipend amounts are
determined by the tiered scale below.

o 80 to 200 Hours - $5,000.

o 201 to 400 Hours - $10,000.

o 401 to 600 Hours - $15,000.
Stipend payments will be made in two installments.
While internships may have begun prior to application, stipends will only be paid for
internship activities started on or after October 1, 2025.
Internships can extend past the end of the current semester.
The MI-BHISP oversight period will begin Jan. 12, 2026, and end on May 31, 2026.

Application

The 2026 Michigan Behavioral Health Internship Stipend Program (MI-BHISP) application will
open on Jan. 12, 2026, and will close on Jan. 26th at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time.

If you have questions, please contact mibhisp@mphi.org.
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