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EMSCC Communications Subcommittee Minutes
March 16, 2026

1:00 p.m.

Join via Microsoft Teams:
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/279054543110507p=102V04ruHB2DgdgXhl
Meeting ID: 279 054 543 110 50

Passcode: OwT7WJ2f

Call-in (Audio Only): +1 248-509-0316

Conference ID: 917 777 700#

Members

Karyn Belanger, Matthew Biskner, John Buck, Jason Johnson, Matt Lacrosse, Mark
Wilk, William Caruso, Bob Miljan,

Absent

Rick Dupon, Nick Harrison, Mark Vieta, Angela Madden, Jay Cooper
Guests

John Theut, Brent Siegel Patrick Bridges Troy Wright

Staff
Kallie Piette, Sabrina Kerr, Matt Godde, Denny Fitzpatrick

Call to Order

e Chair Belanger called the meeting to order at 1:01 p.m.

Agenda and Minutes

e Motion to approval of the Agenda and the Minutes from February 3, 2026 (Wilk,
Caruso). Approved.

Business
e Medcom Plan
o Chair Belanger presented updates. Discussion centered on HERN radio
use, Rule 4.02, Air Medical feedback, and hospital concerns.
o Air Medical (Rule 4.02): Belanger contacted MPSCS and the Air Medical
group. MPSCS indicated the issue did not pertain to them. Air Medical has
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not met; a special meeting will be required. Follow-up ongoing with Kevin
and Derek.

o Hospital Concerns: Hospital groups continue to oppose inclusion of the
HERN radio in the MedCom plan due to equipment and infrastructure
burdens.

o 4.2 Discussion — Rule 4.02 relates to air-to-hospital communications and
minimizing airborne HERN usage. Some members questioned whether
Rule 4.02 should remain if aircraft no longer carry HERN radios.

o 4.3 Discussion — HERN Radio in Statewide Plan: Extensive discussion
occurred regarding keeping or removing HERN. HERN provides statewide
interoperability, especially across rural or mixed systems, serves as
fail-safe analog backup if digital systems fail, remains universally used in
many other states. The maijority of members support keeping HERN in the
MedCom plan, at least until a statewide, universally accessible
replacement exists.

o The Subcommittee will:

= Leave HERN in the updated plan.

= Await feedback from Air Medical before finalizing Rule 4.02
language.

= Target submission of revised plan at May EMSCC meeting.

Additional Items from Attendees

e Radio installation delays at MPSCS discussed. Committee noted portable radios
meet MedCom compliance and can be used temporarily.

Adjournment

e Motion to adjourn: John Buck
e Second: Mark Wilk (with confirmation from Matt Biskner)
e Meeting adjourned at 1:36 PM

Next meeting: April 7, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.

Note: All meetings are recorded. Al devices are not allowed per Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services (MDHHS) policy and will be removed.

Meeting Accessibility Information

For questions, to request disability-related accommodation, or to request materials in
alternate formats, please email ems@michigan.gov at least five days prior to the
meeting. ASL interpretation will not be provided.
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