Bureau of Emergency
Preparedness, EMS
and Systems of Care

EMSCC Critical Care Ad Hoc

Minutes

M&DHHS

Michigan Department or Health & Human Services

February 19, 2026

3:30 p.m.

*VIRTUAL ONLY*

Join the meeting now

+1 248-509-0316 Conference ID: 689 655 418#

Attendance

Members Present: Michael Bentley, Karyn Belanger, Joel Bach, David Rieves, Dr. Alangaden,
Marilyn Kropp, Brandon Accurso, Michael Backus, Robert Kirkley.

Absent: Dustin Hawley, Bruce Trevithick, Phoebe Hall, Daniel Benard.

Guests: Thomas Barry, Kolby Miller.

Staff: Babb, Jenkins, Bergquist.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 3:33 p.m. by Emily Bergquist.

Introduce and Welcome Theresa Jenkins — Emily Bergquist

Theresa Jenkins introduced as new department support. She is the manager for stroke and
STEMI programs. She has both EMS and hospital experience. Mike Bentley told Theresa that
we're very appreciative that she's agreed to be part of this. He said she has a long history of
getting things done, and the critical care aspect combined with the systems of care aspect is
even better. That’s an even better match than we could have asked for. He welcomed her and
said she is a great addition.

Agenda and Minutes
Motion to approve the agenda and the minutes from January (Bentley, Belanger). Approved.

Old Business

e Department Guidance — Emily Bergquist
o History and Context
= Committee originated from patient safety concerns during interfacility
transfers.
= |nitial proposal (2019): Create critical care paramedic licensure and
standardized curriculum.
= Progress stalled due to pandemic and leadership changes.
o Current Proposal
= Licensure unlikely due to legislative challenges.
= Alternative approach: Endorsement model for individuals and agencies.
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= State-approved curriculum required; endorsement integrated into e-
Licensing Portal.
= MCA role: Approve agencies and support endorsement process.
o Education Standards
=  Minimum standardized curriculum based on Wisconsin model.
= Acceptable programs: UMBC, Michigan-approved courses, University of
lowa + add-ons.
= Grandfathering for current critical care providers.
= Crosswalk of existing programs exists (needs update).
o Implementation Considerations
= Draft administrative rules similar to Systems of Care.
= Ensure voluntary and inclusive participation.
= Agencies remain responsible for skills verification during orientation.
= Avoid disrupting SCT billing practices.
o Next Steps
= Committee members to review the 47-page proposal before next
meeting.
=  Compare Michigan draft curriculum with NASEMSO recommendations
(expected April).
= Discuss experience requirements and education delivery options.
e NASEMSO Report — Anthony Pantaleo
o CCP Education has wrapped up curriculum recommendations (IBSC) and Student
Minimum Competencies (SMC). Document, final draft will be going for approval
at the annual meeting in April. Skills lab manual and SMC list will be released at
the April meeting as well. Waiting on the draft version yet from the NASEMSO
Education chair.

New Business
None.

Additional Items from Attendees
Dustin advised prior to today’s meeting that he would like to withdraw from being in a
leadership role for this committee. Michael Bentley will continue to lead us.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 4:09 p.m.

Next meeting: March 19, 2026
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