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MICHIGAN EMS COORDINATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
Friday, May 19, 2023 

9:30 a.m. 
Lansing Community College West 

Buick, Chevrolet, and Oldsmobile Rooms (M120-M122) 
5708 Cornerstone Drive 

Lansing, MI 48917 
Click here to join the meeting 

1 248-509-0316 Phone Conference ID: 803 710 009# 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 9:29 a.m. by Dr. Edwards. 

Attendance: J. Brown; D. Condino (virtual: non-voting); K. Cummings; Dr. K.D. Edwards; Dr. 
M. Fill; G. Flynn; B. Forbush; D. Gorelick; W. Hart; J. Harvey (virtual: non-voting); N. Ishioka;
A. Madden for K. Miller; M. Nye; R. Ortiz; D. Pratt (virtual: non-voting); Representative Prestin
(virtual: non-voting); A. Sledge (virtual: non-voting); E. Smith; Dr. R. Dunne for Dr. R. Smith;
A. Brown for T. Sorensen; A. Sundberg; B. Trevithick; B. Grubb for G. Wadaga; K. Wilkinson;
Dr. S. Wise.

Absent: A. Abbas; Dr. C. Brent; R. Cronkright; F. Jalloul; L. LaPine; Senator McBroom; S. 
Myers. 

Department Representatives: J. Ingersoll; L. Scott; Dr. W. Fales; E. Bergquist; N. Babb; E. 
Worden; K. Kuhl; J. Wagner; D. Flory; J. Youngblood; E. Hendy; Dr. S. Mishra; A. Morrison; K. 
Putman; E. Baker; K. Piette; S. Minaudo; D. Burke; T. Godde; C. Nethaway; K. Schaible; T. 
Ellis; J. Monaghan; A. Brown; L. Nelson; L. Ryal; R. Chadderton; S. Bliss; J. Jean; J. Spitzley; 
A. Scott; A. Verlinde; D. Kapnick; A. Biliti; T. Forbush; A. Pantaleo; D. Detro-Fisher; R. Rudzki.

Guests: 
In person:  B. Seifarth, NREMT; T. Witthuhn, Genesee County Sheriff; J. MacDonald, Medstar; 
M. Wilkinson, citizen; C. Montera, ESO; B. Hatfield, Delta Township Fire Department; Thomas
Johnson, Sparrow; Dr. Wagner, Saginaw-Tuscola MCA; Dr. Krohmer; Dr. Rockoff, Henry Ford
Health System.

Virtual: G. Garwood, ESO; R. Warnemuende Saginaw-Tuscola MCA; R. VanStanton, MENA; 
B. Miljan, HEMS; Dr. Hsu, MCEP; Karyn Belanger, Tri Hospital EMS; Mike Sova, Beaumont; G.
Wadaga; K. Rushford, Marquette Alger MCA; D. Yost; Grant Township; A. Massingill, Auburn
Hills; Dr. Domeier, Washtenaw Livingston MCA; John Theut, OCMCA; B. Kincaid, OCMCA; M.
Bentley, Kalamazoo County MCA; C. Robinet, Superior; L. Bowen, Macomb County MCA; Dr.
S. Sandoval, UM; Dr. D. Strong, Henry Ford Health System; B. Priese, Tri County MCA; A.
DiBrito, Berrien County MCA; Dr. M. Paul, St. Clair County MCA; Sam Bass, Alliance; K.
Ostergren, MHA; Matt DeRousse, Bloomfield Township Fire Department; D. Hawley, Superior;
M. Prange, Alliance; Mike Becker, Highland Township.

ELIZABETH HERTEL 
DIRECTOR

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR 

ENGLISH

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NDczNmE4ZTItMWJiYS00ZTM4LTkxMmMtNzU3YzgyY2Y1ZmJm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d5fb7087-3777-42ad-966a-892ef47225d1%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b04a5578-8ecb-4413-b5ec-3a072303d712%22%7d
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Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve the agenda with the addition of discussion about 
July and September meetings under new business (Flynn, Wilkinson). Motion carried. 
 

Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from 03/17/2023 (Wilkinson, Martin). 
Motion carried. 
 
Announcements: 
49th Annual National EMS Week May 21-27, 2023 
Reminders of upcoming educational opportunities: None. 
 
Guest Speaker: 
Bill Seifarth, MS, MRP, ICE-CCP 
Executive Director/Chief Executive Officer-NREMT 
Mr. Seifarth gave a presentation to the group about NREMT and what they do and how the 
exam is developed and what goes into it. The slides are attached to these minutes.  They are 
independently accredited, and he went over what that means. He went over the examination 
development life cycle. The average cost for one item is $1800.00. He spoke about items that 
were breached. He said he wanted to give a high-level overview and asked if anyone had 
questions.  

• Bill Hart asked about the standard setting flexibility and said he was concerned as it 
seems like a moving target. Bill Seifarth said this is posted on their website and he 
explained how it works. It is an equating scale. They have to demonstrate they are 
appropriately equating.  

• Greg Flynn asked if someone was to bring up frustration in not being able to pass the 
test and how does Bill address these concerns and Bill answered.  

• Dr. Dunne asked Bill to comment on the pass rates. Bill advised these are on the 
website. Emily advised that Michigan has now surpassed the national first-time pass 
rate.  

• Karyn Belanger asked about the limited testing accommodations available, and Bill 
addressed. 

Public Comment on Agenda Items: 
• Dr. Krohmer spoke on the proposed legislation regarding the state exam. He said we’ve 

been working to move EMS forward. The education agenda includes 5 components, one 
of which is national certification. This reflects standardization needed in EMS, akin to 
other national boards and certifications. Could the department do this, sure, but it’s time 
consuming and expensive and would take longer than two years.  

Old Business & Committee Reports: 
EMS Systems/Strategic Planning Update – E. Bergquist 

• Paramedic Preparedness Program: The certificates from MI-TRAIN have to go to Terrie 
Godde at goddet@michigan.gov so she can provide the certificate needed for NREMT. 
There will be webinars next week for EMS Week.  

https://www.nremt.org/maps
mailto:goddet@michigan.gov
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• Bylaws and Alternates: The bylaws state alternates should be appointed at the first 
meeting of the year, and outside of that, it has to be 30 days prior to the EMSCC 
meeting.   

• Tim DeRosia starts next week to be the website coordinator. Please let us know if you 
have ideas for the website. He will also be helping with document consistency and 
version control.  

• This is Linda’s last EMSCC, as she is retiring. A retirement open house will be held on 
June 7 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

• Epinephrine was discussed. More specific information will be coming out next week in 
the form of a guidance document. She said it does not apply if the MFR vehicle is only 
operated by MFRs. The go live date will be pushed out. If you are not getting those 
communications, please contact Nicole Babb at babbn@michigan.gov.  

• Emily provided an update on CEs for performance and advised 475 licensees received 
airway credit, and 175 received trauma credit. 

• If the state test legislation passes between now and the next EMSCC, Emily set some 
expectations for what will happen as far as office support because staff will be 
redirected. She advised to use the EMS@michigan.gov email when you can. 

Emergency Preparedness Update – Dr. Edwards 
• There was a joint meeting prior to the Great Lakes Homeland Security conference.  
• Budget period 5 starts July 1. 
• ASPR had changed their name to the Administration for Strategic Preparedness and 

Response. They are now a stand-alone agency in Washington DC. The goal is 
coordination of national response. The acronym will not change. 

• The COVID public health emergency ended on May 11 and Dr. Edwards discussed. 
• Dr. Edwards spoke about Linda’s retirement and all she’s done for the program and 

thanked her. 
• A preparedness exercise and workshop based on Pediatric Care Coordination Center 

was held in the UP. Attendees came from all over and Dr. Edwards discussed. 
• The supply chain webinars are ongoing. The next one will be targeting EMS and will be 

on MI-TRAIN. 

Systems of Care Report – E. Worden 
• A new trauma medical director has been appointed to STAC. 
• Strategic planning continues in the post pandemic environment. 
• There is a STOP THE BLEED event at the Capitol on May 25, 2023. 
• The strategic plan should be available for public comment next week. 
• A policy is being worked on for non-designation. 
• The regional trauma networks are working on applications. 
• Systems of Care conference registration will be available soon. 
• Data analysis work continues.   
• Aubree Verlinde was hired as the Region 5 coordinator. 
• System of Care administrative rules are expected to go through this session. 

mailto:babbn@michigan.gov
mailto:EMS@michigan.gov
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State 911 Administrator Report – J. Harvey 

• Joni Harvey sent her complete report to Nicole to send out and it is attached to these 
minutes. Today she wants to ask if anyone is familiar with the Address Confidentiality 
Act. This creates a problem and she discussed. These records can be requested 
through the Freedom of Information Act. Everyone needs to be aware of this because a 
patient’s information would need to be redacted. Nicole will send the link to the law out. 

EMS Medical Director Report – Dr. Fales 
• Dr. Fales wished everyone a happy EMS Week. Last week, the Bay College EMS 

Conference and the SaveMiHeart conferences were held. At SaveMiHeart, they 
presented the CARES data. Agency and MCA specific reports should have been 
received already. Dr. Fales discussed and provided numbers for Michigan.  

Committee Reports: 
• Quality Assurance – Dr. Edwards 

o Protocol Update – K. Kuhl 
 The COVID protocols have been retired/rescinded as of May 11. She is 

working with some MCAs on replacements where necessary. 
 Every protocol is now approved. The next step is going through them for 

the totality and cleaning up. There will be a team working on the MI 
MEDIC updates. The protocol workbook is expected to go out in June.  

 Emily discussed the equipment list briefly and explained how adoption 
problems are to be addressed.  

o Appeal Hearing-File #2201222 
 Nicholas Sneiderwine, Paramedic vs Berrien County MCA 

• Dr. Edwards presented the hearing to the group.   
• Motion to support the QATF findings that Berrien County 

MCA followed their protocols (Forbush Wilkinson). Approved.  
• Ambulance Operations – M. Nye  

o They have not met.  
• Medical Control Authority – D. Condino 

o The medical director’s job description/requirements are being worked on with the 
help of Dr. Reece and MCEP.  

o The MCA assessment was discussed. Now questions for phase 2 are being 
worked on. 39 of 59 MCAs completed phase 1. 

o Conference: It’s 9/27 and 9/28. Registration will open in June. It will be virtual. 
Emily discussed the excitement around the speakers.  

• Patient Movement Ad Hoc – D. Condino 
o The subcommittee met in April. There was great attendance. The representation 

on the committee is wide and there was great discussion.  
• Ethics and Compliance – K. Cummings 

o They have not met.  
• Education – K. Wilkinson 

o No report. 

https://www.michigan.gov/ag/initiatives/address-confidentiality
https://www.savemiheart.org/
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• Bylaws – B. Trevithick 
o Member Slate for CoPEM 

 Motion to approve (Trevithick, Wilkinson). Approved.  
o Call for Subcommittee applications. 

 Ambulance Operations, Bylaws, Compliance and Ethics, Data, Education, 
Legislative, MCA, QATF, Rural. 

• Data – E. Baker 
o They have not elected a new chair yet. Validation rules are being worked on for 

the 3.5 transition. There was spirited discussion regarding receipts of PCRs at 
the ED. This is not a data point, so MCA discussions will occur. Greg Flynn 
asked about replacement vendors as their vendor is not transitioning. Solutions 
to data submission to the hospitals was discussed briefly. 

• Legislative – B. Trevithick 
o SB 28 

 This is only being shared, there is no recommendation and there may be 
additional amendments to it. 

o HB 4358 
 Draft legislation voted to support last year and the legislative 

subcommittee recommend supporting.  
 Motion to support (Wilkinson, Flynn). Approved.  

• Damon Gorelick asked if there would be guidance coming out on 
what to do if someone discloses they have a weapon. There isn’t 
an answer to this right now. Greg Flynn said that can’t be 
answered. Monty agreed and said our people would rather know 
than not know.  

o SB 69 & 71 
 These involve vaginal and anal penetration and provides expectations 

and circumstances that can occur. 
• Motion to support (Wilkinson, Ishioka). Approved.  

o SB 249 – State Exam 
 This is the bill that references creation of a licensing.  

• Motion to support (Flynn, Martin). Approved on roll call vote. 
o Yes: Brown, Cummings, Flynn, Forbush, Martin, 

Madden for Miller, Nye, Ortiz, E. Smith, A. Brown for 
Sorensen, B. Grubb for Wadaga, Wilkinson. 

o No: Dr. Fill, Gorelick, Hart, Ishioka, Dr. Dunne for Dr. 
Smith, Sundberg, Trevithick, Wise. 

• Jerry Brown asked questions regarding this legislation: 
o Is the bill expected to be scheduled to be taken up in the 

near future? Emily says introduced and sent to health 
policy. 

o Is there a problem with state administering the national 
exam? Emily said there is not. 
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o What need or problem would be solved by having a 
separate state exam? Monty said you can’t sit for the 
NRMET if you didn’t attend a CoAEMSP accredited school. 

o Is it anticipated the exam will be similar, easier or more 
difficult than federal exam? Bill Forbush said the National 
Exam is not federal. Neither NREMT or CoAEMSP is 
federal. 

o By having a different exam that would not require same 
standards, does this create any liability issues for the 
state? Emily said significant.  

o Is there funding to cover this and sufficient staff to meet 
this requirement? Emily said right now the bill doesn’t have 
funding and gave numbers. An estimated 30 FTE would be 
required to start.  

o Are there other costs and how would they be covered? 
Emily addressed and advised general funds would be 
needed.  

• Debbie Condino spoke against the bill.  
• Dr. Fill asked about budget and liability and asked if liability is 

factored in. Emily addressed. The price tag would be much more 
than $5 million.  

• Monty said this has been done in the past. He said there is no 
change in the education the people would receive.  

• Greg Flynn said they are in support of the legislation. He said 
everyone already knows how they are going to vote.  

• Dr. Dunne agreed but said he would be remiss if he didn’t talk 
about things from the health profession side. Every other health 
profession has a national exam. He said times are different now.  

• Ken wants to make sure we all understand that if this passes, the 
current CoAEMSP and NREMT are still an option. Emily said 
there is a balance between the number of humans and the 
number of programs.  

• Ralph Ortiz spoke about this being a way to get more students in 
the UP. Emily addressed.  

• Bruce said Ken’s point is an argument against this. 
• Bill Forbush said MAFC is not against NREMT or accreditation 

and discussed. They agree with MPFFU that they need more 
people.  

• Rural – G. Wadaga 
o Dr. Edwards gave the report for rural. They met on April 18, 2023, and he gave a 

summary of the meeting. 
• Pediatric Emergency Medicine – S. Mishra 

o Dr. Mishra gave an update. CoPEM met in April. Most of the discussion was 
around the member list and she thanked Bylaws and EMSCC for getting the 
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CoPEM member list in place. There are additional performance measures to 
expand the efforts of EMSC. There will be increased focus on ongoing education, 
especially around topics for children and youth with special healthcare needs, as 
well as disaster and surge with pediatrics. She said we've learned a lot of lessons 
over the past few years with readiness for children, and there's no shortage of 
interest in providers being more prepared for taking care of those sick kids when 
the time comes that we need to take care of them, transport them and keep them 
in our EDS that are ready to care for children. She spoke about infant safe sleep 
and autism spectrum work being done. She advised to please encourage those 
interested to sign up with her as a pediatric champion. Dr. Mishra can be reached 
at mishras@michigan.gov.  

• Air Medical – K. Wilkinson 
o Equipment list change 

 Kevin brought the change to the group and explained the need. 
 Motion to support (Trevithick, Flynn). Approved.  

o Administrative Rules will come out before the next meeting and CON rules will 
sunset and the administrative rules will take over.  

• EMS Safety – E. Bergquist – No update. 
• Critical Care Ad Hoc – E. Bergquist – No update. 
• Communications – No update. 

 
Recruitment and Retention Work Group – K. Cummings/E. Bergquist 

• The media campaign is in production.  
• Workforce Assessment 

o There was an in-person meeting and Stephanie Bliss, epidemiologist for the 
division, has been helping direct the development of questions. Emily expects the 
survey to be ready to go before the September meeting.  

o Ken asked people to please participate when the survey comes out. Greg Flynn 
suggested a QR code.  

• Grant Update 
o One grant opened today while we were in this meeting. There will be a webinar 

next week. Send questions to the grant email box at MDHHS-EMS-
Grants@michigan.gov. The minimum for these requests is $75,000. The release 
next week will go as low as $10,000. Keep an eye out for the press releases. 
There is work that needs to be done in advance.  
 

Community Integrated Paramedicine (CIP) – K. Kuhl – No update. 
 
New Business:  

• July and September meetings 
o Motion to cancel July and change September to 9/22/2023 in Marquette 

(Wilkinson, Flynn). Approved.  

mailto:mishras@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-EMS-Grants@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-EMS-Grants@michigan.gov
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Public Comment: 

• Thomas Johnson announced Sparrow will be holding EMS credits starting next week 
that are free and virtual. This information can be found in the Wednesday Update. 

Membership Round Table Report: 
• Alicia Sledge 

o OHSP is planning their first in person Traffic Safety Summit since 2020 and it will 
be held June 13 and 14 at the Grand Am Hotel in DeVos Place in Grand Rapids. 
There will be a few sessions with EMS topics, including the safe systems 
approach. 

o Project Solicitation – 6 of those accepted are from first responder agencies. They 
were happy to see more participation and engagement with the EMS community.  

• Representative Prestin thanked everyone for everything they are doing. He is learning 
his way on this committee and appreciates guidance.  

• Bill Forbush thanked everyone for their discussion, including Mr. Seifarth and Dr. 
Krohmer. 

• Greg Flynn participated in Detroit’s FEMA exercise.  
• Naomi Ishioka shared Dr. Dean Dalbec passed away. They are putting up a memory 

board and you can send memories to Naomi to post. 
• Bill Hart offered congratulations to Linda Scott.  
• Ralph Ortiz also thanked everyone for the work they do.  
• Bruce Trevithick wished everyone a happy EMS week and thanked everyone. 
• Dr. Dunne advised the MCEP EMS committee meeting will take place after this and 

there will be lunch at the MCEP Office.  
• Emily wished everyone a happy EMS week and reminded of the webinars the office is 

putting out next week. 
• Linda Scott thanked everyone.  
• Dr. Edwards discussed his start in EMS and how he is fortunate to work with some of the 

best people there are, and it’s always refreshing to know that we are in good hands with 
all the folks represented and all that we do. 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn at 12:22 p.m. (Ishioka, Hart). Adjourned. 



1 | P a g e  
 

EMSCC - State 911 Administrator’s Report 
May 19, 2023 

 
 

• This is a very busy time of year for the SNO.  We are in the process of collecting 2022 data 
from all 135 PSAPs in Michigan regarding call volume, equipment, funding, expenditures, 
etc.  We will use this data to compile statutorily required reports such as the Annual Report 
to the Michigan Legislature, the National 911 Profile Database, and the Annual FCC Report.  
We are also required to advise telephony service providers of changes in state and local 
surcharges by June 1 each year.   

• Location Based Routing (LBR) using the GIS Repository to route 911 emergency calls will 
begin this summer – no date set at this time.  We are gathering information on which 
carriers are offering this service.  The counties in Michigan that are on the NG911 Network 
are capable of receiving LBR once the carriers turn it on.      

    
• To assist with recruiting for the 911 centers in Michigan, Ms. Harvey and Ms. Hart are 

working with the MDE for high school students to earn 911 certifications prior to graduating.  
We have a meeting coming up with the Lansing School District to start conversations on 
getting 911 telecommunications criteria in the Lansing High Schools. 

• The Address Confidentiality Program (ACP) is supposed to be going live May 23.  For those of 
you who are not aware, this is a program that was create by statute (P.A. 301 of 2020) 
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Act-301-of-2020 and is designed to protect the 
name and address of select victims of crimes.  They have to apply to be part of the program.  
The State 911 Committee chair and vice-chair and I have a lot of questions about the statute 
as far as what agencies and disciplines this applies to, and when it is triggered during an 
event. The ACP advisory council wanted me to distribute guidelines for 911 when taking and 
dispatching calls from ACP participants, but there are too many unanswered questions as 
well as different types of PSAPs for us to realistically create guidelines that would work for 
each PSAP.  I am telling them to check with their legal counsel to review the law and 
determine what they should be doing with those calls.  

What is very clear though is the requirement that the information with ACP participants is 
protected by statute and is exempt from FOIA.  That means ACP participant name and 
location information must be redacted from incident reports and radio recordings when a 
FOIA request is received.   

From what I told late last week, the ACP advisory council is working on reaching out to EMS 
and fire to educate those disciplines on this law.  I don’t know who they are going to contact 
or when. I don’t have much more information on it than that to share unfortunately. 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-Act-301-of-2020
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