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       Click here to join the meeting 
  1 248-509-0316 Phone Conference ID: 684 716 260# 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 9:33 a.m. by Dr. Edwards. 

Attendance:  D. Condino; K. Cummings; Dr. K.D. Edwards; Dr. M. Fill; B. Forbush (virtual: non-
voting); W. Hart; N. Ishioka; F. Jalloul (virtual: non-voting); B. Kincaid; J. Frattini for L. Martin; K. 
Miller; C. Haney for S. Myers; M. Nye; R. Ortiz; A. Sledge (virtual: non-voting); A. Sundberg 
(virtual: non-voting); E. Smith; R. Dunne for R. Smith; A. Brown for T. Sorensen; B. Trevithick; G. 
Wadaga; K. Wilkinson; Dr. S. Wise; Representative J. Yaroch. 

Absent:  A. Abbas; Dr. C. Brent; R. Cronkright; G. Flynn; J. Harvey; Senator McBroom; D. Pratt. 

BETP Representatives: S. Kerr; Dr. W. Fales (in person); E. Bergquist (in person); N. Babb (in 
person); E. Worden; K. Kuhl (in person); L. Ryal; T. Godde; J. Wagner; D. Flory; J. Youngblood; A. 
Pantaleo; A. Kinney; D. Burke; T. Forbush; E. Hendy; A. Morrison; D. Obiden; K. Putman, T. 
Frascone, S. Minaudo, R. Rudzki; D. Detro-Fisher; C. Nethaway. 

Guests: 
In person:  Angela Madden, MAAS; Marv Helmker, Lansing Community College; Geza Csiki, 
Detroit Fire; Chris Patrello, Ascension Genesys; Thomas Johnson, Sparrow; Erik Lyons, Lansing 
Community College; John Theut, Oakland County MCA; Dr. Jon Krohmer; Jason Bestard, Detroit 
Fire 
Virtual: B. Mays; N. Hoggan, HFHS; C. Robinet, Superior; J. Corley, NREMT; D. Gorelick, DEMCA; 
B. Seifarth, NREMT; K. Henderson, Washtenaw Livingston MCA; Dr. D. Strong, HFHS; M. Bentley,
Kalamazoo County MCA; M. Oakley, CMGNA; M. Chamberlain, TCEMCA; R. Warnemuende,
Saginaw-Tuscola MCA; L. Corey, Kent County EMS; M. Szost, Lapeer County HD; N. Lemcool,
East Bay Ambulance; D. Hawley, Superior; M. Bess, Brandon Fire; Dr. R. Reece, Hurley; Dr.
Davydov, Washtenaw Livingston MCA; Bob Miljan, Wayne County MCA.

Approval of Agenda: Motion to approve the agenda (Miller, Nye). Motion carried. 

ELIZABETH HERTEL 
DIRECTOR

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR 

ENGLISH

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OWFiMzVkNzYtOGVmMS00OTRmLTk5MjMtY2Q0YjM3NWNkNWY2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22d5fb7087-3777-42ad-966a-892ef47225d1%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b04a5578-8ecb-4413-b5ec-3a072303d712%22%7d
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Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve the minutes from 03/18/2022 (Fill, Condino). 
Motion carried. 

Announcements: 
Reminders of upcoming educational opportunities: 
Dr. Edwards wished everyone a happy EMS week.  This is your week to shine, and people 
recognizes that shining all year long.  
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items: 

• Chris Patrello spoke in opposition to HIB 6086. 
• Marv Helmker spoke in opposition to HIB 6086. 

Old Business & Committee Reports: 
COVID-19 and EMS Systems/Strategic Planning – E. Bergquist 

• Emily provided updates.   
• COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations are on the rise.  
• She spoke about activities around EMS Week, including communications from our office 

and the governor’s proclamation.   
• She shared data on number of runs.  
• Staff changes: Nicole Babb has moved to the Executive Secretary.  A new EMS section 

secretary will be hired. A finance person, Teri Ellis, has been added to the staff. Rob 
Rudzki has been hired as the Central Region Coordinator. Emily Baker starts as EMS 
Programs Manager on Monday, 5/23/2022.   

• EMS OAG Office: They decided not to finish the audit and it is terminated. She showed 
the letter from OAG. They were in the office for a year and took an immense amount of 
staff time.  She discussed some things that came to light. She can send this out to 
anyone interested. Representative Yaroch spoke about other areas of the state that are 
doing badly and he is on the oversight committee, so they are keeping OAG very busy. 

Emergency Preparedness Update – Dr. Edwards 
• He spoke about this being the end of budget period 3 and the things that go along with 

that. The ASPR program reports are still due, COVID or not, and listed some of the things 
required.  The fiduciaries are very busy. 

• There was a strategic planning session for the next budget periods. Two things that 
were added this time were staffing and supplies.  

• They are doing an ongoing action report on the pandemic. 
• Burn surge training continues.  There are paramedic eligible licenses available.  The next 

class is June 7,2022.  They are reintroducing the EMS module.  
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Trauma Systems Report – E. Worden 
• Eileen discussed the terminated audit briefly from Trauma’s perspective. 
• STAC met last month and is moving forward with their responsibilities. 
• Virtual visits are ongoing. These have been successful and allow for a deeper chart 

review and comprehensive review of ongoing performance improvement.  
• STAC voted to extend designation an additional year. 
• Stephanie Bliss has joined the team as epidemiologist.  
• ACS has released updated field triage guidelines. STAC will discuss these at the next 

meeting and make recommendations on any necessary changes.  
• Systems of Care is going well, and MCA input is and has been appreciated  

State 911 Administrator Report – J. Harvey 
• Emily gave Joni’s report.  988 and 911 coordination is still ongoing; that is the biggest 

project they have going at the moment, and all of Michigan with the exception of one 
county and one service district have fully transitioned over to the NG911.    

EMS Medical Director Report – Dr. Fales 
• Dr. Fales wished everyone a happy EMS week and discussed a real-life situation 

involving high quality care and teamwork.  
• He spoke of the importance of feedback on the protocols.  The protocol workgroup has 

been working hard on this and this is the perfect time to inform what the final protocols 
will look like.   

• The protocol 14.05 was revised and released this week and Dr. Fales spoke about the 
protocol. This is a framework for infection control in the ambulance.  It is an attempt to 
pull together best practices from other agencies and align with transmission rates. The 
bottom line is to keep the workforce safe, as well as the patients. 

• He spoke about therapeutics and what is available briefly.  
o Bruce Trevithick asked about masking and Dr. Fales addressed and spoke about 

the benefits of long-term use.  Bruce said it would be a good thing to talk about 
so providers know what to expect. Dr. Fales also spoke about cleaning the 
ambulance after patients.  COVID is bringing a new normal.  

Committee Reports: 
• Quality Assurance – Dr. Edwards 

o Highlights on protocol discussions: 
 Field antibiotic admin for open fractures.  
 Repetitive non ambulance transports 
 Cardiac Protocols are out for comment. The committee will review every 

comment that comes in. Please review and send your feedback.   
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• Ambulance Operations – M. Nye 
o They have not met. 

• Medical Control Authority – D. Condino 
o Monthly meetings are scheduled for the first Tuesday of the month at 1 p.m. 
o A mini conference will be held on 8/30 and 8/31. The agenda is being finalized.  
o An evaluation tool is being worked on. The state did this 10 years ago and the 

thought is to do it more often.  Debbie discussed things being considered for 
inclusion. A draft and small work group is being put together.  

o They are also working on standards for medical directors.  This is on MCEP’s 
agenda today for feedback. 

• Ethics and Compliance – K. Cummings 
o Instructor Coordinator License Template 

 Ken led the discussion and the group reviewed. This is to reiterate that 
the IC license is only valid with an active provider license.  

• Motion to support (Kincaid, E. Smith). Approved.  
 Three-year IC licenses were discussed. Moving forward, IC licenses will be 

issued for three years per statute and the expiration dates may not 
match their provider license. 

• Education – K. Wilkinson 
o EMS-520: EMS Initial Education Program Compliance 

 Sabrina discussed the policy.  
 Motion to support (Cummings, Haney). Approved.  

o Proposal: CE for procedures (airway/IV) & medication administration 
 Emily discussed this idea.  Credits are already being given for IV starts and 

this is to expand to additional options.  She explained how it would work.   
 Motion to approve (Trevithick, Kincaid). Approved.  

• Bylaws – B. Trevithick 
o They have not met but will be meeting, as they have items to address with 

subcommittees.  
• Data – B. Kincaid 

o They continue to meet every other month, the next meeting is June 9, 2022, at 1 
p.m. NEMSIS 3.5 is still on track for Q2 implementation. ESO users now go 
directly to biospatial.  The metrics were sent to the group in advance and there 
were no questions. 

• Legislative – B. Trevithick 
o HB 5115 (2 versions) 

 Bruce discussed this legislation. This would allow 16-year-olds to apply 
for an MFR license and EMTs at 17. Representative Yaroch spoke. This is 
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his bill and he discussed it. He will be submitting an amendment to 
change MFR to 17, as well. Multiple members discussed some being 
ready at an earlier age. Kolby Miller spoke about connecting with 
candidates earlier.  

 Motion to support the bill at 17 for both MFR and EMT (Dunne, 
Kincaid). Approved.  

o EMS Temporary Licensure Extension 
 Now HIB 6088 

• This would extend the time for temporary license to one year. 
Supervision was a concern to the subcommittee, and they didn’t 
take a position. This is also Representative Yaroch’s bill, and he 
spoke on this.  

• Motion to approve (Kincaid, Cummings). Approved. The vote 
was unanimous.  

o Michigan Medic Licensure 
 Now HIB 6086 

• Public comment on this bill occurred earlier this week at the 
house subcommittee.  This is to create a state exam in addition to 
NREMT. The legislative subcommittee of EMSCC supported the 
draft of this bill on a 7-1 vote. This is also Representative Yaroch’s 
bill, and he spoke on it. This would allow the State of Michigan to 
create its own test. He acknowledged Marv Helmker’s 
respectfulness during the debate in the house committee.  Dr. 
Edwards asked the status of the bill now, as it has already been 
introduced. Bruce explained; it is still in committee.  
Representative Yaroch briefly went over some of the things that 
have changed from the previously reviewed draft. Those taking 
the non-accredited program will have to be told they are not 
eligible for taking the NREMT exam.  

• Motion to support (Cummings, Nye). Motion carries on a roll call 
vote.  

• YES: Cummings, Frattini, Miller, Haney, Nye, Ortiz, E. Smith, 
Brown, Wadaga, Wilkinson,  

• NO: Condino, Fill, Hart, Ishioka, Kincaid, Dunne, Trevithick, Wise. 
o Discussion: Ken Cummings wanted to clarify this does not 

replace NREMT, it is an alternate.  Dr. Dunne said MCEP 
does not support and discussed. He discussed the move to 
national standards in health care fields and the difficulty of 
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creating and maintaining the exam.  He spoke of the 
involvement of Michigan people in the development of 
national exams. He said the Board of Emergency Medicine 
and the College of Emergency Physician started in 
Michigan and many of those people were involved in the 
creation of EMS. Bruce asked about the department and if 
they have the infrastructure and funding to implement 
something like that.  Emily said no and explained the EMS 
budget doesn’t cover the staff that we have. Emily said she 
has been speaking to the state of New York to see how 
they do it and spoke about challenges.  She provided some 
cost information and discussed the supplemental budget 
and there is no support for the future. She advised the 
regional coordinators will have to maintain the standards 
currently maintained by accreditation to keep the 
standards the same.  She said our process will be to 
evaluate what is statutorily required, how we can allocate 
funding, and how we can reallocate staff. Representative 
Yaroch will also not be here after January to champion for 
EMS and future budgets.  She spoke about enforcing 
standards.  Representative Yaroch said MDHHS has the 
money and unfilled staff. He thinks new champions will 
come in after the next election.  Representative Yaroch 
said everyone should be contacting their federal legislators 
about reclassifying. Gary Wadaga spoke about lack of 
education programs in the UP. Kolby Miller voiced concern 
about moving away from the recognized national 
standards and the impact it might have on CMS on 
recognizing EMS as more than transporters and possibly 
putting funding risk.  Representative Yaroch said we 
already don’t maintain the standard by not requiring 
providers to maintain their NREMT status. Naomi Ishioka 
said the MENA is not in support of this legislation. Rep. 
Yaroch asked what the MENA thinks the solution is, and 
Naomi responded, including wages, support, and respect 
for the professions.  She also said promoting EMS as a 
career and not a stepping stone.  Dr. Edwards spoke about 
history and said he respects the passion and discussion 
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today. He asked about future concerns about students not 
being able to take the NREMT. This creates concerns for 
someone who has a situation come up when they would 
like to move to another state unexpectedly. 
Representative Yaroch said education programs could use 
the NREMT exam as a marketing tool.  Dr. Edwards asked 
if there were concerns from any other health providers, 
and if this would support a legislative precedent, and if 
there were any conversations with other professions. 
Monty Nye discussed history of going to NRMET. He said 
NREMT changed the rules and added COAEMPS. Being 
able to employ people while they are going to school is 
important.  He said this legislation would allow fire 
departments to hire people and have them work while in 
school. He spoke about training costs. Debbie Condino said 
she appreciates the debate, and she doesn’t think this will 
solve the problem.  She said recruitment and retention 
should be looked at and that she doesn’t think this is work 
the state of Michigan should be doing. She said we should 
talk to other states in this situation. Representative Yaroch 
said this legislation could stop if NREMT removes 
COAEMPS or MDHHS comes up with a better solution. Ken 
Cummings spoke about staff shortages and trying to fill 
shifts. He spoke about flexibility and that the community 
colleges don’t offer flexible programs. He said the state 
has been willing to assist with satellite programs. He also 
said he has vacant shifts on Sunday. 

o The Open Meeting Act was discussed as it relates to MCAs. 
• Rural – G. Wadaga 

o They met on Tuesday and discussed the funding request that’s out. We need to 
promote this and will have a huge impact.  Please reach out to your legislators in 
support. Representative Yaroch also encouraged reaching out.    

o Paramedic training was discussed. A grant is in process for CIP and Paramedic 
training.  

o Motion to move the September meeting to October 7 in Marquette to coincide 
with the UPEMS Conference (Nye, Wadaga). Approved.  

• Pediatric Emergency Medicine – S. Mishra 
o Sabrina Kerr gave the report for Dr. Mishra.  
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 Infant Safe Sleep Certification opportunity for agencies – details coming soon as 
a pilot is run with several agencies and departments already carrying out safe 
sleep programs of their own. 

• This is possible through a collaborative effort between: MDHHS Infant 
Safe Sleep, Michigan EMSC and CSN – Children’s Safety Network  

 Regional Pediatric Champion office hours will be piloted this summer within the 
Central – Eastern – Thumb area.  

• Air Medical – K. Wilkinson 
o Currently accepting applications. 
o The group met and discussed the air casualty transport system.   
o They also reviewed the latest helicopter protocol.   

• EMS Safety – E. Bergquist 
o Currently accepting applications. 
o They have not met.  

• Critical Care Ad Hoc – E. Bergquist 
o They have not met.  

 
Recruitment and Retention Work Group-K. Cummings 

o Just a reminder this is still ongoing.  Perhaps to meet again in early Fall. Many of 
the ideas are on their way. He thanked the state for their work. He asked chairs 
to look at the list to see if anything goes with their subcommittee.  Send any 
ideas to Nicole.  

o The refresher course for those struggling with NREMT is being worked on. Emily 
will be teaching one of the courses.  

o Promotional materials.   
o Ken spoke about American Rescue Plan Funding. Emily said once there is a bill 

number, it can be shared.  
Community Integrated Paramedicine (CIP) – K. Kuhl 

• Draft Language for Review-still in process 
o No movement.  

• Mini conference 
o This will be in August and will be MCA and CIP.  Kolby asked about a contract.  

 
New Business: 
Raisin Township Conditional Upgrade Report 

• Derek Flory presented to the group.  
• Motion to accept (Kincaid, Trevithick). Approved.  
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Public Comment: 
• Terrie Godde wished everyone a Happy EMS Week and thanked everyone for all they 

do. 
• Marv Helmker announced his retirement at the end of July and briefly discussed his 

experiences. 
• Motion to recognize Marv Helmker for his commitment to the industry over his 

time (Miller, Trevithick). Approved.  
• Geza Csiki spoke about HIB 6086 and asked that it please be made affordable. He also 

announced it is Detroit EMS’ 50-year anniversary.  He thanked everyone.                    

Membership Round Table Report: 
• Multiple members offered Marv Helmker thanks and congratulations for his service. 
• Ralph Ortiz asked if the state maintains mailing lists and Emily said yes, and that can be 

obtained through FOIA. 
• Gary Wadaga reported they were awarded a grant from Michigan Department of 

Treasury in the amount of $96,000 for an integrated simulator.  
• Naomi Ishioka wished everyone a Happy EMS week and said MENA supports EMS.  She 

said if you have to do community drills, please reach out to the hospitals.  She said she is 
always happy to help with legislative initiatives that align with MENA. 

• Bruce Trevithick returned the sentiment to Naomi on legislative matters.  He spoke 
about HIB 6086. He thinks we need to do more to find solutions. One item is not going 
to solve the problem.  

o Motion to cancel July’s meeting (Kincaid, Trevithick). Approved.  
• Emily reported the November meeting will be at LCC Downtown.  She also advised the 

EMS office will be reaching out for development of the promotional materials. If you 
have ideas, please send a message. These have to be done by September 30, 2022, as 
they are part of the current fiscal year.  

• Bill Forbush thanked everyone for their work today. 
• Alyson Sundberg said she looks forward to EMSCC being there in October.  
• Dr. Edwards returned a maple syrup container to Marv, thanked everyone, and wished 

everyone a Happy EMS Week. 
 

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn at 12:29 p.m. (Trevithick, Kincaid). Adjourned. 


