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PURPOSE: The purpose of this policy is to establish the requirement for the use of 
published, peer-reviewed, and research-based textbooks in initial Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) education programs. These resources ensure that EMS students 
receive high-quality education based on the latest evidence and best practices in 
emergency medicine. 

POLICY:  This policy applies to all initial EMS education programs, including those at 
the Emergency Medical Responder (EMR), Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), 
Advanced Emergency Medical Technician (AEMT), Paramedic levels, and Instructor 
Coordinator programs. 

All initial EMS education programs must utilize textbooks that meet the following criteria: 

1. Published by Established and Reputable Publishers - Textbooks must be
sourced from well-established publishers known for their credibility in the field of
EMS and healthcare education. - These publishers must adhere to rigorous
editorial and quality assurance processes to ensure accuracy and reliability.

2. Peer-Reviewed - Textbooks must undergo a peer-review process in which
subject matter experts evaluate the content for accuracy, relevance, and
alignment with current industry standards. - Peer-reviewed textbooks help
maintain academic integrity and ensure that EMS students are exposed to up-to-
date, evidence-based practices.

3. Research-Based - Textbooks must incorporate the latest scientific research and
evidence-based methodologies to support EMS training and education. -
Research-based materials equip students with the ability to apply current medical
knowledge and clinical decision-making skills in real-world emergency situations
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PROCEDURE: Initial EMS education programs including Instructor Coordinator 
Programs are required to include the textbook for the class in the syllabus. The EMS 
Education Coordinator will review the listed textbook(s) and ensure that the materials 
being used meet the criteria outlined in this policy.  

If a textbook is found to be in violation of this policy, the Department shall provide 
guidance and resources to the education program on selecting appropriate textbooks. 
Programs will not be approved by the Department until they have met all requirements.  

 

 


