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SDOH Strategy Updates 
SDOH Accelerator Plan 
to Prevent Chronic 
Disease Update 

The SDOH Accelerator Plan to 
Prevent Chronic Disease, is an initiative, within Phase 2 of the 
statewide SDOH Strategy, aimed at addressing community 
conditions that drive health inequity. With federal funding acquired 
from the CDC's National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention, 
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) is developing a comprehensive plan to tackle the root 
causes of health disparities.  

The development of the Accelerator Plan involved collaboration 
with a multisector team comprising individuals with expertise in 
climate health, racial equity, chronic disease, and populations 
disproportionately impacted by chronic conditions. Since the 
launch of the plan, the MDHHS Policy and Planning Office been 
working closely with our colleagues in Chronic Disease and 
Environmental Health, pooling resources and expertise to ensure 
the success of these vital programs.  

The primary goals of the Accelerator Plan is to reduce disparities 
in health outcomes related to chronic diseases, with a specific 
focus on populations that are disproportionately impacted by 
illness. This plan expands on the lessons learned during the initial 

Important Dates 

• Wednesday, July 19, 2023 from 1:30 
PM to 3:00 PM 
MDHHS SDOH Partner 
Convening Focused on Next Steps for 
Food Security in the SDOH Strategy 
Click here to register.  

 

 

 
Stay Engaged with the 
MDHHS SDOH Strategy 

For more information about the 
SDOH Strategy and additional 
resources, please visit 
Michigan.gov/SDOH. 

If you have additional feedback 
regarding the SDOH Strategy, or if 
you'd like your organization to be 
highlighted in future issues, please 
send us a message at MDHHS-
SDOH-
PolicyandPlanning@michigan.gov 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZUqcu6qqTgiGt1GFwmuYSP8K6rHvEStO5GC%3Futm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%23%2Fregistration&data=05%7C01%7Cgrescowlej%40michigan.gov%7Ca122c1331d554a3faba108db6d9a145e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638224280876054060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SS7K9uzFARSRR4AxlJxYOId2XWMJ9sVw%2BmsFGmFseDY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2Finside-mdhhs%2Flegislationpolicy%2F2022-2024-social-determinants-of-health-strategy%3Futm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cgrescowlej%40michigan.gov%7Ca122c1331d554a3faba108db6d9a145e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638224280876054060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RXHM0AnqzEEuXTfXLQzWZqTotizfHY%2F1xTozhrcW0Z0%3D&reserved=0
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SDOH Strategy phase, where we improved and aligned programs 
and policies to create an integrated approach. By proactively 
addressing the disproportionate impacts of public health and 
environmental events on historically disadvantaged communities, 
we strive to pre-emptively mitigate these challenges. 

Moving forward, we will be focusing on key areas such as food 
security, the built environment, and environmental hazards. This 
expanded scope allows us to take a comprehensive approach in 
tackling the social determinants of health, ensuring that our efforts 
are impactful and sustainable. 

We are excited to share some upcoming milestones of the 
Accelerator Plan. By September 2023, we anticipate completing 
an Implementation Ready Report. While we are applying for a No-
Cost Extension to allow us more time for this crucial work, we 
continue to operate on our original timelines until the extension is 
officially approved. The report will incorporate three main 
components: 

• Community Engagement: Regional listening sessions 
will take place this summer throughout Michigan to garner 
input from community members. 

• Leadership Team: The Leadership Team consists of 
community members, state program leadership, and other 
state and local community partners. Their collaboration 
and input are vital in shaping the success of our initiatives. 

• Review of Promising Practices and Policies: To 
enhance the state's SDOH work, we are working with 
external experts to review best practices and policies both 
within the state and across the country. This review will 
help identify recommendations to expedite SDOH 
interventions and remove existing policy barriers. 

We recognize that community members possess invaluable 
expertise and insights. Because of this, we utilizing CDC federal 
funds to hold regional listening sessions. The kick-off meeting for 
these regional listening sessions took place on June 12. 

The regional listening sessions hold the following main objectives: 

• Identify communal strengths and resources that can 
contribute to increased community resilience. 

• Understand how various aspects of daily community life 
impact overall health and wellness. 

• Define and clarify barriers, challenges, and gaps 
experienced by community members. 

Support and expertise from community members will enable us to 
ensure a diverse representation of voices that accurately reflect 
our communities' needs and aspirations. 

 

Downloads 

• Phase II of the SDOH Strategy 
• Phase I of the SDOH Strategy 
• SDOH Strategy Video 

 

Racial Health Equity Plan Update 

Representatives from the MDHHS Policy and 
Planning met with grantee, Altarum Institute for 
the Racial Health Equity Plan Kick-off meeting, 
June 1. During the grant period of June 1 - 
September 30, 2023, Altarum Institute will 
support the development of the next iteration of 
the Health Equity Roadmap by examining 
marginalized groups impacted by longstanding 
systemic barriers to achieving health equity 
along with stakeholders, and diverse residents 
in Michigan. Much of the meeting detailed 
identifying current engagement opportunities 
and administrative/operations technical 
assistance. The next monthly status meeting is 
scheduled for July 5, 2023. 

 

Community Health Worker 
Subcommittee Update 

The Community Health Worker Subcommittee 
convened for their fifth meeting on May 15 to 
discuss recommendations related to CHW 
training and certification. The training and 
certification discussion will continue at the next 
meeting, scheduled for June 26. You can learn 
more about the Subcommittee and its priorities 
by visiting the website: 

SDOH Strategy – Community Health Workers 

If you are interested in participating in the CHW 
Community Feedback Forum (CHW-CFF) to 
support CHW efforts in Michigan, please fill out 
the interest form below: 

MDHHS CHW Community Feedback Forum 
Interest Form 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmdhhs%2FInside-MDHHS%2FPolicy-and-Planning%2FSocial-Determinants-of-Health-Strategy%2FStrategy-Documents%2FPhase-II-SDOH-Strategy-2823.pdf%3Fhash%3D591123DA9B8D2012DE255E44B1DAD44F%26rev%3D12e0ca6c22a9434ea133d197e44d9b82%26utm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cgrescowlej%40michigan.gov%7Ca122c1331d554a3faba108db6d9a145e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638224280876209724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fs%2BkvNQjqkULu18KEWI0Cnpda3aUFP5eX1SVxUy%2F6D8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F-%2Fmedia%2FProject%2FWebsites%2Fmdhhs%2FInside-MDHHS%2FPolicy-and-Planning%2FSocial-Determinants-of-Health-Strategy%2FStrategy-Documents%2FPhase-I-SDOH-Strategy-2823.pdf%3Fhash%3DE72558974DE9525C88230897CEB36E0C%26rev%3D31b133a7c8de4e94937294bf9f415ba0%26utm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cgrescowlej%40michigan.gov%7Ca122c1331d554a3faba108db6d9a145e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638224280876209724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aMZ%2BV%2Fy%2FLxLu8lB18SMei51jefH0fjXKyXLgBndS7hA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Futm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%26v%3D13EZzjptgBg&data=05%7C01%7Cgrescowlej%40michigan.gov%7Ca122c1331d554a3faba108db6d9a145e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638224280876209724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IIRluuWxdUMdnsBMk%2B3OMpg7AWj8J3XHuUYbr9SP740%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2Finside-mdhhs%2Flegislationpolicy%2F2022-2024-social-determinants-of-health-strategy%2Fcommunity-health-workers%3Futm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cgrescowlej%40michigan.gov%7Ca122c1331d554a3faba108db6d9a145e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638224280876209724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XyfoaLgyeaxcAolbhDcYYsCLSbXkRrzydbmJ3%2FAY7Vo%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fpages%2Fresponsepage.aspx%3Fid%3Dh3D71Xc3rUKWaoku9HIl0VjXNh_rGn5PhE5542I2XixUNEZHTVdFMDkzQTFWSkM5WklLRzZIQ0c4Ti4u%26utm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cgrescowlej%40michigan.gov%7Ca122c1331d554a3faba108db6d9a145e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638224280876209724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l8oPyjA7kdnwNZD39RGId3XDj%2BDlLqaOPytoLjNu4%2Fw%3D&reserved=0


The following local partners receive funds to host listening 
sessions in their community. We will share dates and registration 
information as it becomes available. Regional listening sessions 
will host about 50 individuals per session so make sure that you 
register when registration opens.  

• Ottawa County Department of Public Health 
• Ingham County Health Department 
• Detroit Association of Black Organizations 
• Thumb Health Alliance (via the Sanilac County Health 

Department) 
• Bay County Health Department 
• District Health Department #2 
• Northern Michigan Health Consortium 
• Northern Michigan University - Rural Health Program 
• Institute for Public Scholarship and the Center for Health 

Equity at Western Michigan University  

In the meantime, if your organization is working on efforts to 
address social drivers including housing, food, or environment, 
that influence chronic disease, please feel free to share your work. 
We would love to connect your efforts to the Accelerator Plan so 
that we can learn from each other as we work together to improve 
health outcomes in Michigan. Email information to: MDHHS-
SDOH-PolicyandPlanning@michigan.gov.  

 

 

Community Information Exchange 
April Meeting Summary 

On Thursday, May 18, 2023, the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS), with the support of the Michigan 
Public Health institute (MPHI) and Open 
Referral Initiative, convened the eighth 
Community Information Exchange Task Force 
meeting.  Members of the task force include 
representatives from community-based 
organizations (CBOs), health care 
organizations, health payers, health IT, 
consumers, and government entities. 

At the May CIE Task Force meeting, the task 
force focused on developing final 
recommendations for CIE capacities. The Task 
Force reviewed draft recommendations 
regarding longitudinal data, coordinating 
entities, legal and ethical frameworks, resource 
directories, and technical elements.   

The group spent the remainder of the May 
meeting working toward developing 
recommendations around governance and 
sustainability for CIE. To explore sustainability, 
the Task Force reviewed existing funding 
streams and resources to support various 
elements of CIE. In break out groups, the CIE 
Task Force worked toward analyzing key 
elements of CIE governance through examining 
what structures would need to be in place to 
support the values and principles the group 
adopted earlier this year. 

The CIE Task Force final report will be 
published in late summer of 2023 following the 
final Task Force meeting in June. 

The task force meets the third Thursday of each 
month through at least July of 2023. 

About CIE: The Community Information 
Exchange (CIE) is a localized effort to create 
and sustain the technology and relationships 
required to support the social needs of both 
individual and community. CIE maximizes a 
person-centered approach by ensuring social 
care information is collected only as needed 
and is stored safely. CIE also promotes 

mailto:MDHHS-SDOH-PolicyandPlanning@michigan.gov
mailto:MDHHS-SDOH-PolicyandPlanning@michigan.gov


 
Join the Community Influencer Program to 
Improve Health and Wellbeing in Your 
Community 

The MDHHS SDOH team invites community members to be part 
of an exciting initiative that aims to make a real difference in 
improving health and wellbeing across our Michigan communities. 
The Community Influencer Program is seeking individuals who are 
passionate about creating positive change. Together, we can 
enhance programs, services, and resources to ensure better 
health outcomes for everyone. 

Health is influenced by many factors within our communities, and 
these factors can create barriers to accessing the support and 
resources needed for optimal health and wellbeing. By joining the 
Community Influencer Program, you can play a vital role in helping 
us understand the unique conditions, challenges, and needs of 
your community. Community Influencer's input and feedback will 
help us identify areas for improvement and shape strategies to 
enhance opportunities for everyone to live their healthiest lives. 

To get involved, we encourage community members to fill out the 
SDOH Community Influencer Interest Form. Participation 
from  community influencers will enable us to better understand 

streamlined access to health enhancing non-
clinical services (e.g., social services and 
supports), helping to coordinate care across a 
variety of clinical and non-clinical partners, 
while using data on existing community 
resources, needs, and gaps to drive policy 
change. 

Community Information Exchange Taskforce 

 

Local Health Department Planning 
Grant Update 

On Monday, May 22, 2023, the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS), convened the fourth Local Health 
Department (LHD) Planning Grant Status Bi-
monthly Status Meeting.  

The LHD SDOH Planning Grants are intended 
to support local driven solutions to address 
social drivers of health. As a reminder, LHD 
grantees received their awards in November 
2022. Over the past few months, they have 
been utilizing funding to develop strategies 
that improve previous Community Health 
Needs Assessments (CHNA) and/or Community 
Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) in 
order to better address needs and understand 
priority populations. They are also using funds 
to advance SDOH efforts, plan and 
hold community summits, and organize task 
forces to support their initiatives.  

For the Community Information Exchange (CIE) 
portion of their funding, LHDs have been 
convening stakeholder meetings, trainings and 
focus groups to support their 
community’s understanding of local CIE 
structures. Grantees can also work with 
vendors to build and/or update current 
platforms as well as employ CHWs 
to further support planning grant efforts. 

During our meeting in May, representatives of 
the MDHHS CIE Taskforce shared a draft of the 
CIE recommendations with the grantees. The 
feedback received during the meeting will be 
shared with the CIE Taskforce in preparation of 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpolicyandplanning.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_3CvldMCRKjcGzYy%3Futm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cgrescowlej%40michigan.gov%7Ca122c1331d554a3faba108db6d9a145e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638224280876054060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r6hMdJkHdKYGsGWgyXFcJN4vlIZ2a8bhO0Oyd9bH2ww%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpolicyandplanning.qualtrics.com%2Fjfe%2Fform%2FSV_3CvldMCRKjcGzYy%3Futm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cgrescowlej%40michigan.gov%7Ca122c1331d554a3faba108db6d9a145e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638224280876054060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r6hMdJkHdKYGsGWgyXFcJN4vlIZ2a8bhO0Oyd9bH2ww%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2Finside-mdhhs%2Flegislationpolicy%2F2022-2024-social-determinants-of-health-strategy%2Fcommunity-information-exchange-task-force%3Futm_campaign%3D%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7Cgrescowlej%40michigan.gov%7Ca122c1331d554a3faba108db6d9a145e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638224280876209724%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JN75eX%2F7bLqW%2FgCPAo8EaKJzPt%2F5V1oexrRVQa4zwWI%3D&reserved=0


the strengths and challenges within your community, and your 
valuable insights will be shared with programs to drive meaningful 
improvements. As a Community Influencer, you will have the 
opportunity to stay informed about how your feedback is being 
used to positively impact the health and well-being of Michigan 
families. 

What does it mean to be a Community Influencer? It's about 
sharing your experiences, providing feedback on programs, and 
voicing the challenges faced by your community. Your unique 
perspective and insights will help inform decision-making 
processes, shape policies, and improve the programs and 
services available to support the wellbeing of all residents. 

Click here to fill out the SDOH Community Influencer 
Interest Form 

The Community Influencer Program is open to all Michigan 
residents aged 18 and older who are interested in improving 
health and wellbeing in their communities. 

Click here to learn more about the Community Influencer Program. 

 

 

the final recommendations being released in 
early Fall of 2023. 

 

 

 

MI Dept. of Agriculture and Rural Development Seeks Proposals for Food Safety 
Education and Training Grants 

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) is seeking proposals for food safety 
education and training as part of the annual Food Safety Education Fund grant program. The grant cycle for 2023-
2024 runs from October 1, 2023, through September 30, 2024. 

The Food Safety Education Fund was established under the Michigan Food Law of 2000, as amended, Sec. 4117, 
and is funded through assessments of $3.00 to $5.00 from each Michigan food establishment license. 

Up to a maximum of $365,600 is available during the 2023-2024 grant cycle for projects focused on food safety 
training and education - $242,500 will be available for consumer food safety education; and $114,100 for training 
employees of food service establishments, and staff from local health departments and MDARD responsible for 
assuring a safe food supply in Michigan. An electronic copy of the Request for Proposals (RFP), including grant 
criteria; and a cover page to submit with each application are available on the department’s website at 
www.michigan.gov/mdard. 

Grants from the Food Safety Education Fund are competitive and designed to provide food safety training and 
education to consumers, food service establishment employees, and staff from state and local government agencies 
who enforce the Michigan Food Law of 2000. Those eligible to receive grants include Michigan governmental and 
non-profit organizations and entities. Producers, processors, marketers, and growers are not eligible for this grant 
opportunity. Proposals with sub-grantees will be considered. Proposals should not include funding for required 
routine training such as HACCP and manager certification. 

Proposals will be scored and selected based on the following criteria: 
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• Goals/objectives to improve food safety 
• Statewide need and audience 
• Measurable outcomes 
• Partnering with other organizations 
• Matching funds 
• Opportunities to build upon previously funded projects 

Electronic submission of grant proposals is encouraged and should be sent to: MDA-
FoodDairyInfo@michigan.gov.  Electronic submissions are due no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, July 21, 2023, 
and will be confirmed via email receipt. If you have not received a confirmation email within five business days of 
submission, please email yeltonl@michigan.gov.  

Hard copy submissions must be postmarked no later than Monday, July 17, 2023 (please allow ample time for 
delivery). Hard copies should be mailed to: 

Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Food and Dairy Division P.O. Box 30017 Lansing, 
Michigan 48909 

An advisory committee will convene in August 2023 to review, score and rank proposals and make funding 
recommendations to MDARD. Grant awards will be announced in September 2023. Grants will be awarded for 
projects that run from October 1, 2023, to September 30, 2024. Multi-year proposals will be considered on an 
individual basis, contingent on future year funding. 

For more information, contact Lori Yelton, Food Safety Education Fund grant manager, at yeltonl@michigan.gov or 
517-420-3249. 
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