
1 
7/23/2025 

MichiCANS SED Waiver  
Decision Support Model (DSM)   

 
 
 
Ages 0-5 Model #1 
 

 
Serious Emotional Disturbances (SED) Waiver: Age 0-5 

A child will be recommended for ‘Serious Emotional Disturbances (SED) Waiver: Age 0-5’ 
if they meet Criterion A AND Criterion B AND Criterion C 

 
Treatment Need/Eligibility 

Criterion A 
A rating of ‘3’, or two or more ratings of ‘2’ on any of the following ‘Challenges’ items: 
• Impulsivity/ Hyperactivity (36+ months) 
• Depression 
• Anxiety 

• Oppositional Behavior (36+ Months) 
• Attachment Difficulties 

• Regulatory  
• Atypical Behaviors 
• Adjustment to Trauma 

Complexity 
Criterion B 

A rating of ‘3’, or two or more ratings of ‘2’ on any of the following ‘Challenges’ and ‘Risk Behaviors’ 
items: 
• Aggression 
• Substance Exposure in Utero 

• Self-Harm (12+ months) 
• Flight Risk/Bolting 

• Fire Setting (36+ months) 

Criterion C 
A rating of ‘3’, or two or more ratings of ‘2’ on any of the following ‘Life Functioning’, ‘Challenges’, 
‘Developmental module’, and ‘Child Strengths’ items or item groups*: 
• Family Functioning 
• Social & Emotional Functioning 

• Sleep (12+ Months) 
• Involvement with Care 

• Caregiver Capacity* 
o Either Medical/Physical, 

Developmental, or 
Substance Use 

*For the ‘Caregiver Capacity Item Group’ choose the highest rating of the grouped items and count that rating once 
for the group. For example, if all of the ‘Caregiver Capacity’ items (Medical/Physical, Developmental, and 
Substance Use) are rated ‘2’, one rating of ‘2’ is counted for the item criteria towards meeting Criterion C.  
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Ages 6+ Model #1 
 

Serious Emotional Disturbances (SED) Waiver: Age 6+ 
A youth will be recommended for ‘Serious Emotional Disturbances (SED) Waiver: Age 6+’ 

if they meet Criterion A AND Criterion B AND Criterion C 
 

Treatment Need/Eligibility 
Criterion A 

At least one rating of ‘3’, or two or more ratings of ‘2’ on any of the following ‘Behavioral/Emotional 
Needs’ items: 
• Psychosis (Thought Disorder) 
• Impulsivity/ Hyperactivity 
• Depression 
• Anxiety 

• Oppositional Behavior 
• Conduct (Antisocial Behavior) 
• Attachment Difficulties 
• Anger Control 

• Eating Disturbance 
• Adjustment to Trauma 
• Substance Use 

 
Complexity 
Criterion B 

At least one rating of ‘3’, or two or more ratings of ‘2’ on any of the following ‘Risk Behaviors’ items: 
• Suicide Risk 
• Non-Suicidal Self-Injurious Behavior  
• Other Self Harm (Recklessness) 

• Victimization/Exploitation 
• Intentional Misbehavior 
• Danger to Others 

• Runaway 
• Delinquent Behavior 
• Fire Setting 

Criterion C 
At least one rating of ‘3’, or two or more ratings of ‘2’ on any of the following ‘Life Functioning’ or 
Caregiver Resources & Needs items or item groups*: 
• Family Functioning 
• Living Situation 
• Social Functioning 
• Recreational 

• Legal (11+) 
• Sexual Development 
• Sleep 
• Decision Making 

• Medical/Physical  
• School Behavior 
• Involvement with Care 
• Caregiver Capacity* 

o Either Medical/Physical, 
Developmental, or 
Substance Use 

 
*For the ‘Caregiver Capacity Item Group’ choose the highest rating of the grouped items and count that rating once 
for the group. For example, if all of the ‘Caregiver Capacity’ items (Medical/Physical, Developmental, and 
Substance Use) are rated ‘2’, one rating of ‘2’ is counted for the item criteria towards meeting Criterion C.  
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