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MichiCANS Decision Support Model (DSM) 3 Levels – Screener: Ages 0-5 

 
Level 1. MILD/MODERATE LEVEL OF NEED Referral to Appropriate Services 

A youth will be classified as ‘MILD/MODERATE LEVEL OF NEED’ if they meet 
Criterion 1.1 OR Criterion 1.2 OR Criterion 1.3 OR Criterion 1.4 OR Criterion 1.5 

 

Treatment Need/Eligibility 
Criterion 1.1 

A rating of ‘1’, ‘2’ or ‘3’ on any of the following items: 

• Developmental/ Intellectual • Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Criterion 1.2 
A rating of ‘1’, ‘2’ or ‘3’ on any of the Challenges items: 
• Impulsivity/ Hyperactivity (36+ months) 
• Depression 
• Anxiety 
• Opp. Behavior (36+ Months) 

• Attachment Difficulties 
• Adjustment to Trauma 
• Regulatory 

• Atypical Behaviors 
• Sleep (12+ Months) 
• Aggression 

Criterion 1.3 
A rating of ‘1’, ‘2’ or ‘3’ on any of the Functioning items: 
• Family Functioning 
• Social & Emotional Functioning 
• Early Care and Education 

• Medical/Physical 
• Motor (Fine/Gross) 

• Sensory Responsiveness 
• Restricted Interests 

Criterion 1.4 
A rating of ‘1’, ‘2’ or ‘3’ on any of the Risk Factors & Behaviors items: 

• Substance Exposure in Utero 
• Environ. Toxin Exposure 
• Prenatal Care 

• Labor and Delivery 
• Birth Weight  
• Failure to Thrive 

• Exploited 
• Self-Harm (12+ months) 
• Flight Risk/Bolting 

Criterion 1.5 
A rating of ‘1’, ‘2’ or ‘3’ on any of the Caregiver items: 

• Adjustment to Trauma Experiences 
• Caregiver Capacity 

• Supervision • Knowledge 
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Level 2. SEVERE/SERIOUS LEVEL OF NEED (If initial, Move to Initial Assessment) 
A youth will be classified as ‘SEVERE/SERIOUS LEVEL OF NEED’ if they meet 

(Criterion 2.1 OR Criterion 2.2) AND (Criterion 2.3 OR Criterion 2.4 OR Criterion 2.5) 
 

Treatment Need/Eligibility 
Criterion 2.1 

A rating of ‘2’ or ‘3’ on any of the following items: 
• Developmental/ Intellectual • Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Criterion 2.2 
A rating of ‘2’ or ‘3’ on any of the Challenges items: 

• Impulsivity/ Hyperactivity (36+ months) 
• Depression 
• Anxiety 
• Opp. Behavior (36+ Months) 

• Attachment Difficulties 
• Adjustment to Trauma 
• Regulatory 

• Atypical Behaviors 
• Aggression 

AND 

Complexity 
Criterion 2.3 

A rating of ‘2’ or ‘3’ on any of the following items: 
• Family Functioning 
• Social & Emotional Functioning 

• Early Care and Education • Sleep (12+ Months) 

Criterion 2.4 
A rating of ‘2’ or ‘3’ on any of the following items: 
• Failure to Thrive 
• Self-Harm (12+ months) 

• Exploited 
• Flight Risk/Bolting 

• Cultural Stress (Caregiver Need) 

Criterion 2.5 
A rating of ‘2’ or ‘3’ on any of the following Caregiver items: 

• Adjustment to Trauma 
• Mental Health 
• Caregiver Capacity 

• Supervision  
• Involvement with Care 

• Knowledge 
• Safety  

 
Level 3. CRISIS – Move to Crisis Continuum of Care Services 

A youth will be classified as ‘CRISIS’ if they meet Criterion 3.1 
 

Treatment Need/Eligibility 
Criterion 3.1 

A rating of ‘3’ on any of the following items: 
• Impulsivity/Hyperactivity (36+months) 
• Regulatory 
• Atypical Behaviors 

• Self-Harm (12+ Months) 
• Flight Risk/Bolting 

• Exploited 
• Safety (Caregiver Need) 
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