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MEMORANDUM
DATE: August 16, 2024

TO: Directors of Prepaid Inpatient Health Plans (PIHPs) and Community
Mental Health Services Programs (CMHSPs)

FROM: Patricia Neitman, MS LLP, Bureau Director /QM
Bureau of Children’s Coordinated Health, Policy, and Supports

SUBJECT: Michigan Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (MichiCANS) Information —
Children’s Services Administration (CSA) Screener and MichiCANS/Child and Adolescent
Functional Assessment Scale (CAFAS) Comparison

Thank you for your continued support of and preparation for the statewide hard launch of the MichiCANS
tool. This information is being sent to provide updates on the CSA use of the MichiCANS Screener for
children entering the foster care system, and to provide information on the comparison of the MichiCANS
and the CAFAS/ Preschool and Early Childhood Functional Assessment Scale (PECFAS), completed by
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS).

MichiCANS Screener provided by CSA for children entering foster care:

Beginning on October 1, 2024, CSA will administer the MichiCANS Screener for children entering foster
care. At thattime, PIHPs and CMHSPs will accept and utilize the MichiCANS Screener results provided
by CSA and will review this information when meeting with families. In these situations, the MichiCANS
Screener should not be redone by CMHSP staff, regardless of the method of receipt of the Screener by
the CMHSP. The MDHHS has supported IT development that will allow MichiCANS Screeners
completed by CSA, to be viewed within the Electronic Health Record (EHR) platform utilized by each
CMHSP and integrated electronically. The MDHHS encourages each PIHP and CMHSP to work with their
EHR vendor to determine how to best integrate this data into their system. CMHSPs are encouraged to
review their current referral process with appropriate CSA partners and staff at the local level to prepare
for this change.

MichiCANS and CAFAS comparison information:

The MDHHS was requested to provide a “crosswalk” between the MichiCANS and the CAFAS. The
MDHHS has worked with the University of Kentucky/Praed Foundation to develop a comparison and
analysis of the MichiCANS and CAFAS. This information is attached to this memo and is not intended to
provide a correlated or predictive score between the MichiCANS and CAFAS for eligibility determination;
it is intended to provide conceptual and comparison information for the transition from CAFAS/PECFAS to
MichiCANS. Beginning October 1, 2024, use or application of the CAFAS/PECFAS scores for eligibility
determination and authorization of services will cease and the MichiCANS tool will be required for use in
determination of eligibility, functional impairment, and authorization of services. It is essential that PIHP
and CMHSP staff statewide engage in training and certification in administration of the MichiCANS for
successful implementation and use; and to gain understanding of the differences between the MichiCANS
and the CAFAS/PECFAS. ltis also essential that utilization management staff engage in training on the
MichiCANS in order to prepare for this transition. Utilization management staff are encouraged to take
Leadership Training which provides an overview of the MichiCANS. The visual included below provides
information related to MichiCANS trainings.

Please send any questions to the MichiCANS email address at - MDHHS-MichiCANS@michigan.gov.
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