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MEMORANDUM

DATE: June 12, 2026

TO: Prepaid Inpatient Health Plans (PIHP), Community Mental Health
Services Programs (CMHSP), and Certified Community Behavioral
Health Clinics (CCBHC) Leadership

FROM: Patricia Neitman, MS LLP, Bureau Director /Ggﬁ
Bureau of Children’s Coordinated Health, Policy, and Supports

SUBJECT: MichiCANS July 1, 2026, Updates

The Bureau of Children’s Coordinated Health Policy and Supports (BCCHPS) is making the
following updates to the MichiCANS effective July 1, 2026.

MichiCANS Screener Updates:
Life Functioning Domain Updates
o« MDHHS is adding a Self-Care Activities of Daily Living item to the Life Functioning
Domain for age 0-5 (36+ months) and 6+ to indicate a child, youth, or young adult’s
motivation to engage in developmentally appropriate self-care tasks.
e MDHHS is adding a new item, Transition to Adulthood, to the Life Functioning
Domain for ages 6+.
o If the Transition to Adulthood item is rated a 1, 2 or 3, indicating any evidence
of need, the Transition Age Youth Module will be required. This module currently
exists within the MichiCANS Comprehensive and has been added to the Screener
to capture needs and one strength related to a youth’s transition to living on
their own or who are already living on their own.

Caregiver Resources and Needs Domain Update

e MDHHS is adding the Family Stress item to the Caregiver Resources and Needs
Domain. This item captures the physical, emotional, or financial stress on the family
due to the provision of direct care.

e MDHHS is adding a check box to the Caregiver Resources and Needs Domain, in
the screener, to indicate if the youth does not have an active caregiver. When
selected, this feature allows the Caregiver Resources and Needs Domain to be
marked as unavailable.

MichiCANS Comprehensive Updates:
Caregiver Resources and Needs Domain Update
e MDHHS is adding a check box to the Caregiver Resources and Needs Domain in
the MichiCANS Comprehensive to indicate if the youth does not have an active
caregiver. When selected, this feature allows the Caregiver Resources and Needs
Domain to be marked as unavailable for rating.
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Enhancements for Children’s Services Agency (CSA) Screener:

The Children’s Services Agency has now developed a separate version of the MichiCANS
Screener known as the MichiCANS CSA Screener. The following changes are effective
July 1, 2026:

e The MichiCANS CSA Screener will include a Decision Support Model used with all
children, youth, and young adults that will help to determine the need for the CSA
team to consider a Specialized Trauma Assessment.

e The MichiCANS CSA Screener will include the Potentially Traumatic/Adverse
Childhood Experiences information as a domain for all children, youth, and
young adults to capture any evidence of any potentially traumatic/Adverse Childhood
Experiences (ACE).

e The CSA Screener ages 6+ will include the Traumatic Stress Symptoms information
as a domain to document evidence of symptoms directly related to
trauma experiences.

The MichiCANS CSA Screener continues to be completed by the Behavioral Health Liaison
Officers (BHLO) and shared, as appropriate, with Prepaid Inpatient Health Plans (PIHP),
Community Mental Health Services Programs (CMHA), and/or Certified Community
Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHC) for comprehensive assessment and service provision.
However, the Trauma information that will be added to the CSA Screener is not a
requirement of the MichiCANS Screener used by PIHP, CMHSP and/or CCBHC.

Beginning July 1, 2026, the MichiCANS Screener used by PIHP, CMHSP and/or CCBHC
will include a place to record the trauma information received from the MichiCANS CSA
Screener. The trauma information should be transcribed when received from a BHLO,
which will allow the data collected to be carried forward to the MichiCANS Comprehensive
for review and update.

e Itis not recommended to inquire about trauma experiences at the time of the
screening due to the brief nature of the conversation. However; if the family chooses
to share traumatic experiences at the time of screening, this information can be
captured.

MichiCANS Assessment and Certification Exam

Beginning July 2026, a new process will be implemented to

ensure both prerequisite courses, MichiCANS Training #1- TCOM Orientation and
MichiCANS Training #2- MichiCANS Overview, are completed before access is granted
to the MichiCANS Certification Course and assessment. The prerequisite courses

are available through the Michigan Capacity Building Center (CBC), while

the certification assessment remains accessible via the TCOM Training

Platform. Additional details about MichiCANS training opportunities can be found at Training
Resources and Information. As a reminder, each PIHP is responsible for maintaining a
network of certified assessors. In order to be certified in the use of

the MichiCANS, assessors must attend the training listed above and pass the certification
assessment annually.



https://micbc.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/mentalhealth/mentalhealth/childrenandfamilies/michicans/service-provider/training-resources
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/mentalhealth/mentalhealth/childrenandfamilies/michicans/service-provider/training-resources

