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Spirit of Collaboration 
 

 

 

Moving the Torch Together Purpose and Goals 

The Moving the Torch Together events, Passing the Torch and quarterly meetings are designed 

to strengthen collaboration between Child Welfare and Community Mental Health Systems 

staff. These initiatives focus on increasing understanding of each other’s roles, processes and 

practices to foster intentional, solution-focused teamwork. The goal is to enhance workforce 

development by offering training that promotes a coordinated and timely response, utilizing 

both individual and collective services to address the needs of children, youth, and families 

across Michigan. We recognize that achieving and sustaining these goals requires the active 

involvement and input of family partners with lived experience at every step of the process. 

Cross Collaboration Pearls of Wisdom 

• Prioritize open, empathetic communication: Listen to understand, value feedback and 

ensure honest, direct conversations. 

• Collaborate and build strong relationships: Work with families, respecting their 

expertise, and prioritizing teamwork and collaboration. 

• Practice radical empathy and kindness: Approach others with patience, assume positive 

intent, and avoid making assumptions. 

• Focus on strengths and adapt to change: Identify strengths first, stay flexible and 

maintain a positive attitude in the face of challenges. 



   

 

   

 

• Encourage self-care and set boundaries: Promote rest, renewal, and self-care to sustain 

long-term well-being. 

• Understand and support individual needs: Meet people where they are, adapting to 

their unique circumstances and cultural differences. 

• Stay purposeful and intentional: Keep your purpose in mind and remain present in your 

work and relationships, knowing that behavior often reflects unmet needs. 

• Be open to feedback and remain humble: Embrace growth by being receptive to 

feedback and staying adaptable. 
 

Introduction to Child Serving Systems in Michigan 

 

 

 

Children’s Services Administration - MDHHS 

Children’s Services Administration (CSA)  

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is the principal department 

of state of Michigan, headquartered in Lansing, that provides public assistance, child and family 

welfare services; and oversees health policy and management.  

To ensure all children and families across the state of Michigan have adequate access to 

services and supports, MDHHS has divided the state of Michigan into five Business Services 

Centers (BSCs). Below is an image of the distribution of BSCs across the state of Michigan. BSC 1 

is the blue area, BSC 2 is the purple area, BSC 3 is the yellow area, BSC 4 is the green area, and 

BSC 5 is the orange area. 

• To locate contact information for the local county office within each BSC, click the link 

below: 

County Offices (michigan.gov) 

https://www.michigan.gov/healthymiplan/county-offices


   

 

   

 

                          

The Children’s Services Administration (CSA), within MDHHS, provides services and supports for 

children and families in the child welfare system. The child welfare system includes children’s 

protective services (CPS), foster care, adoption and guardianship assistance, family preservation 

and juvenile justice. 

 

Children’s Protective Services (CPS) 

CPS is responsible for investigating allegations of child abuse and neglect. The Michigan Child 

Protection Law provides the framework for what Children’s Protective Services (CPS) must do.    

• For additional information on the CPS investigation process, click the link below: 

Children's Protective Services Investigation Process (michigan.gov)  

• If you are a mandated reporter and would like additional information, click the link 

below: 

Mandated Reporters (michigan.gov)  

• For additional information on the reporting process, click the link below: 

Reporting Process (michigan.gov)  

• For additional information regarding CPS, click the link below: 

Children's Protective Services (michigan.gov) 

Foster Care (FC)   

Foster Care identifies and places children in safe homes when they cannot remain with their 

families because of safety concerns. Foster families provide these children with the consistency 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=MCL-ACT-238-OF-1975
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=MCL-ACT-238-OF-1975
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/abuse-neglect/childrens/report-process/investigation-process-and-results/childrens-protective-services-investigation-process
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/abuse-neglect/childrens/mandated-reporters
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/abuse-neglect/childrens/report-process
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/abuse-neglect/childrens


   

 

   

 

and support they need to grow. The main goal is to return children back to their families. If a 

return home is not possible, adoptive families are needed.  

• For additional information on foster care, click the link below: 

Foster Care (michigan.gov)  

• For additional information on youth transitioning out of foster care, including 

information on Youth in Transition (YIT) funding, Michigan Education and Training 

Voucher (ETV), Michigan Youth Opportunities Initiative (MYOI), and more, click the link 

below: 

Foster Youth in Transition (michigan.gov) 

Adoption and Guardianship Assistance Office (AGAO) 

The MDHHS Adoption and Guardianship Assistance Office offers several services and supports 

for families who are exploring adoption and or are adoptive parents of children involved in the 

Child Welfare system. 

• For additional information, click the link below:  

AGAO FAQ 

Michigan has three adoption assistance programs to assist families who adopt eligible foster 

children up to age 18. The programs are funded by both federal and state funds and provide 

financial assistance including: 

1. Adoption assistance -- a monthly payment to assist with the expenses of raising an eligible 

child. Medicaid is also available for many children who receive adoption assistance. 

2. Non-recurring adoption expenses -- reimbursement to adoptive parents up to $2,000 for 

specific expenses of adopting an eligible child. 

3. Adoption medical subsidy -- reimbursement of approved expenses related to physical, 

mental, or emotional conditions that existed, or the cause of which existed, prior to 

adoption. 

 

•  For additional information related to Adoption Assistance, click the links below:  

Adoption Assistance Payments 

MDHHS Adoption Subsidy Programs, Pub-538 
 

Adoption  

When the state cannot return a foster child to their home, the goal is to place children into 

adoptive homes as quickly as possible after parental rights have been terminated. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/foster-care
https://www.michigan.gov/fyit
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=86db32c608e5485288fabbd04c2929a95bb78eb60ab1f99f22070854e49f4530JmltdHM9MTczNjI5NDQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=17efa849-6fe2-67e3-334d-bb176ef76603&psq=%3cDHHS+adoption+and+guardianship+assistance&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWljaGlnYW4uZ292L21kaGhzLy0vbWVkaWEvUHJvamVjdC9XZWJzaXRlcy9tZGhocy9Gb2xkZXIxL0ZvbGRlcjEwMS9BR0FPLUZBUXMucGRmP3Jldj00OTM2N2ZlNjE0Mjc0N2ZjYmI2MzlmNDQ5MTg1MGMzNCZoYXNoPTE1ODZDRTg0QkFFNEUyMTNDRUFGQ0M0NEY2NTZDNTc4&ntb=1
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/adoption/post-adoption-resources/post-adopt-assist
https://strong-families.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Michigan-Adoption-Assistance-Programs-DHS-Pub538_132926_7.pdf


   

 

   

 

Together with private agencies, MDHHS staff searches for adoptive families who will best meet 

the needs of the child. Whenever possible, adoptive placements are made with relatives and 

foster parents, and every effort is made to keep siblings together.  

Michigan has been recognized as a leader for our innovative approach to adoption and our high 

adoptive placement rates. The success of Michigan's program can be attributed to the unique 

partnership between public and private agencies responsible for adoption planning and 

placement of foster children who become permanent wards. 

MDHHS does not handle all types of adoptions. Parental consent adoption occurs when birth 

parents directly consent, in a court of law, to the adoption of their child. For information on 

direct placement adoptions, international adoptions, stepparent adoptions or any other type of 

adoption where a child is not a permanent court ward, contact a licensed private adoption 

agency in your county or the circuit court.  

• For additional information on adoption, click the link below: 

Adoption (michigan.gov) 

 

Guardianship 
 

MDHHS provides title IV-E and state funded guardianship assistance for children who are placed 

in a permanent juvenile guardianship from Michigan's public child welfare system who meet 

specific criteria through the Guardianship Assistance Program (GAP). This program is also 

administered through the Adoption and Guardianship Assistance Office (AGAO). 

Juvenile guardianship is available for temporary and permanent court wards and state wards 

when reunification and adoption have been ruled out as permanency goals.  

• For additional information on Juvenile Guardianship, click on the following link:  

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a30a8/siteassets/educational-

materials/cws/supplemental-handouts/articles-briefs-for-

trainings/scaojuvenileguardianship  

• For additional information on the AGAO office, please click the link provided below: 

Adoption and Guardianship Assistance Office Important Information  

 

Prevention and Family Preservation  

MDHHS in conjunction with contracted services providers support a continuum of prevention 

services. The continuum is inclusive of primary, secondary, and tertiary prevention activities.  

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/adoption
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a30a8/siteassets/educational-materials/cws/supplemental-handouts/articles-briefs-for-trainings/scaojuvenileguardianship
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a30a8/siteassets/educational-materials/cws/supplemental-handouts/articles-briefs-for-trainings/scaojuvenileguardianship
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4a30a8/siteassets/educational-materials/cws/supplemental-handouts/articles-briefs-for-trainings/scaojuvenileguardianship
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Folder4/Folder43/Folder343/Adoptive_Parent_Resources.pdf


   

 

   

 

1. Primary Prevention activities are directed at the general population and attempt to stop 

abuse or neglect before it occurs and prevent the need for involvement with child welfare.  

2. Secondary Prevention activities are to prevent abuse or neglect before it occurs and prevent 

the need for initial or deeper involvement with child welfare.  

3. Tertiary prevention consists of activities focused on families that have a confirmed abuse or 

neglect investigation to prevent recurrence of abuse or neglect and re-entry into the child 

welfare system. 

 

• For additional information on prevention and family preservation services, click the link 

below: 

Prevention and Family Preservation Services (michigan.gov)  

Juvenile Justice (JJ) 

The mission of the Juvenile Justice Division is to ensure all youth and families of diverse 

populations involved in Michigan's juvenile justice system have equitable access to a continuum 

of research and evidence-based services that provide rehabilitation opportunities in a safe, 

supportive and respectful environment that honors the youth and family voice. Juvenile justice 

youth have access to several resources to assist them, similar to those available to all foster 

care youth. 

• For additional information on available resources, click the link below: 

Youth Resources (michigan.gov)  

• For additional information on juvenile justice, click the link below: 

Juvenile Justice (michigan.gov)  

Additional Resources  

• MDHHS has developed the Keeping Kids Safe Action Agenda, which outlines the 

department's updated efforts to protect Michigan's children. This agenda focuses on 

five key areas: prevention, intervention, stability, wellness, and workforce. 

 

• For those interested in learning more about ongoing Child Welfare work and this 

updated plan, click the link below: 

Keep Kids Safe Action Agenda 

• Additional resources about the rights afforded to children and their families in the child 

welfare system can be reviewed using the following links: 

Michigan Child Protection Law  

Child Welfare Reform   

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/prevention-services
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/juvenilejustice/youth-resources
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/juvenilejustice
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/abuse-neglect/childrens/keep-kids-safe-action-agenda
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=MCL-ACT-238-OF-1975
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/inside-mdhhs/legal/child-welfare-reform


   

 

   

 

Children's Protective Services Policy Manual  

Children's Foster Care Policy Manual  

DHS-5307, Rights and Responsibilities for Children and Youth in Foster Care  

  

 

 

Community Mental Health 

 

What is the role of the Prepaid Inpatient Health Plans (PIHP)? 

PIHPs are designated as providers of specialized mental health, intellectual/developmental 

disability, and substance use disorder services and are under contract with MDHHS consistent 

with the Michigan Mental Health Code (MMHC). They manage the Medicaid Specialty Services 

and Supports Contract in a specified geographic region; and coordinate and collaborate their 

efforts to protect and promote the health of the shared Medicaid-enrolled population. 

 

• For additional information about PIHPs and a copy of the map, click the following links: 

PIHP Membership 

Michigan PIHP Map 
 

The Michigan Mental Health Code  
 

The MMHC regulates the laws relating to mental health, substance use disorder, and 

developmental disability services. Ensuring a level of protection and privacy to individuals and 

their families. Under the Michigan Mental Health Code, 330.1705 section 705 outlines the right 

to request a second opinion if mental health services have been denied to you based on 

eligibility. 

https://dhhs.michigan.gov/OLMWeb/ex/PS/Public/PSM/000.pdf#pagemode=bookmarks
https://dhhs.michigan.gov/olmweb/ex/FO/Public/FOM/000.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/fyit/Site-Documents/DHS-5307.pdf?rev=53f6ba83539e48bd80bdf3c78e481cdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcmham.org%2Fmembership%2Fpihp%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTaylorJ17%40michigan.gov%7C170bdeb11a8e429e178908dd2ffb3e0e%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638719478300262365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y%2FR85AAT1X4ThZYXPSxb83jzu6k5jjkZFg3LPpFy0sg%3D&reserved=0
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cmham.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/COUNTYMAPBYNewPIHP2020.jpg.pdf


   

 

   

 

 

• For additional information in this area, click the link below: 

Michigan Mental Health Code  

 

What is the role of a Community Mental Health Services Program (CMHSP)? 

A CMHSP is a local area’s provider of Medicaid-funded mental health, intellectual and 

developmental disabilities (IDD), and substance use treatment services to eligible adults and 

children. The CMHSP is responsible for the delivery of a service array that is determined 

through a person-centered planning (PCP) family-driven youth-guided process that emphasizes 

a child and family’s goals, while working collaboratively to support them to engage safely in 

their community. For children, youth, and families, MDHHS has required CMHSPs implement a 

family-driven, youth-guided practice approach to ensure the needs of the child are interwoven 

with the needs of the family to create a service plan that supports the whole family. 

• For additional information in this area, click the link below: 

Mental Health 

• For additional information about the CMHSP responsible for each county, click the link 

below: 

CMHSP Map of Michigan 

• For additional information related to accessing behavioral health services, click the link 

below: 

MDHHS CMHSP Contract Access Standards 

 

• For additional information on the grievance and appeal process, click the link below: 

Appeal-and-Grievance-Resolution-Processes-Technical-Requirement.pdf 

How is eligibility for mental health services for children determined? 

CMHSPs are publicly funded agencies delivering mental health services to children eligible for 

Medicaid-funded support. When children do not meet Medicaid-specific criteria, referrals are 

made to their designated health plans or other community providers for mental health services. 

While CMHSPs offer a range of services to eligible children and their families, this section 

focuses on the requirements for Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) and I/DD programs, along 

with the services provided under these categories.  

Eligibility for these programs now includes the MichiCANS, a Michigan-specific version of the 

Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) tool. The MichiCANS replaced the previously 

required Child and Adolescent Functional Assessment Scale (CAFAS) and the Preschool and 

Early Childhood Functional Assessment Scale (PECFAS). 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=MCL-ACT-258-OF-1974
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/mentalhealth/mentalhealth
https://cmham.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CMHSP-Map.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Folder4/Folder23/Folder3/Folder123/Folder2/Folder223/Folder1/Folder323/Access_Standards.pdf?rev=8c2cef7a3592438d94a9ea185b6da513&hash=9873351AD2F4ACE1E0244E6DA000866F
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Folder3/Folder93/Folder2/Folder193/Folder1/Folder293/Appeal-and-Grievance-Resolution-Processes-Technical-Requirement.pdf?rev=168538d62a1147e794efaecf5d17ea45&hash=62EA8BCDBBBCA1969E0305F2CB75EE26


   

 

   

 

MichiCANS is a comprehensive information integration tool designed to summarize and 

organize information gathered from multiple sources and assessments. Effective October 1, 

2024, MDHHS requires PIHPs, CMHSPs, Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHC), 

and Child Welfare (CWS) to use the MichiCANS Screener to support potential eligibility for 

services, assist with initial determination of needs and strengths, and provide information for 

appropriate referrals for behavioral health services. 

The MichiCANS Comprehensive provides recommendations for eligibility for the Michigan 

Intensive Child and Adolescent Services (MICAS), which include home-based services, intensive 

crisis stabilization services, respite services, intensive care coordination with wraparound, 

youth peer support services and parent support partners. The MichiCANS will also provide 

eligibility recommendations for the Waiver for Children with Serious Emotional Disturbance 

(SEDW) at the time of waiver approval. The results of the MichiCANS Comprehensive will also 

be used to identify areas of strengths and needs which will be used to assist with the planning 

process.  

In addition, PIHPs are required to use the Devereux Early Childhood Assessment at intake and 

during treatment planning, based on the results of the MichiCANS screener, for infants, 

toddlers and children ages one month up to age six who have (1) a SED or (2) SED and I/DD. 

Children with Serious Emotional Disturbances Waiver 
 

MDHHS received approval from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for the 

Children's Home and Community-Based Services Waiver for Children with SEDW in October 

2005 in a limited number of counties. In October 2019, the SEDW expanded to all counties in 

the state of Michigan. The Children's SEDW provides services that are enhancements or 

additions to the Medicaid State Plan coverage for children through age 20 with SED.  The SEDW 

enables Medicaid to fund necessary home and community-based services for children with SED 

who meet the criteria for admission to the state inpatient psychiatric hospital (Hawthorn 

Center) and/or are at risk of hospitalization without waiver services.    

What are the eligibility requirements and services available through the Waiver for Children with 

SEDW? 

The CMHSP determines eligibility for SEDW services first through their Medicaid status. If a 

child does not have Medicaid, a family can apply for the SEDW program through their local 

CMHSP. Below is a break-down of further eligibility requirements for both Medicaid-eligible and 

SEDW children and families.  

A. Medicaid-eligible requirements: 



   

 

   

 

The age of the child has a significant effect on the specific criteria required for eligibility for 

SEDW services. In general, SED is defined as a diagnosable mental, behavioral, or emotional 

disorder which has affected a child for a period within the past year sufficient to meet specific 

diagnostic criteria in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM). For 

additional information on specific requirements, please contact your local CMHSP. 

B. Waiver for Children with SEDW: 

Eligibility for the SEDW requires a child must: 

• Reside with a birth or adoptive family or have a plan to return to the birth or adoptive 

home; OR reside with a legal guardian; OR reside in a foster home with a permanency 

plan; OR be age 18, 19 or 20 and live independently with supports. 

• Meet current MDHHS criteria for the state psychiatric hospital for children, as defined in 

the Michigan Medicaid Provider Manual, and/or who are at risk of hospitalization 

without waiver services. 

• Meet Medicaid eligibility criteria and become a Medicaid beneficiary. 

• Demonstrate serious functional limitations that impair their ability to function in the 

community through the following assessment tools: 

 The MichiCANS Screener is the tool required at the point of access for all infants, 

toddlers, children, youth and young adults ages birth through 20 (day prior to 

21). Depending on the results of the MichiCANS Screener, the MichiCANS 

Comprehensive will be used at initial intake, annually thereafter, and at time of 

exit for infants, toddlers, young children, youth and young adults ages birth 

through 20 (day prior to 21) to guide treatment service planning. In addition, 

relevant sections of the MichiCANS Comprehensive will be updated when there 

is a significant change in life circumstances and/or a behavioral health event. 

▪ The results of the MichiCANS Screener provide one of the following 

recommendations for level of need: 

• Crisis Continuum of Care Services Need,  

• Severe/Serious Level of Need,  

• Mild/Moderate Level of Need. 

▪ As appropriate for age, functional limitation will be identified using the 

CAFAS, the PECFAS. or the DECA Clinical Version scales: 

• For children ages 2-4, scores in the concern range across DECA 

clinical version scales: 

• Protective factor scales (initiative, self-control and attachment) 

that are in the Concern Range with a Total Protective Factor T-

score of 40 or below and/or elevated scores on one or more of 

the behavioral concerns 32 scales (attention problems, 

aggression, withdrawal/ depression, emotional control problems 



   

 

   

 

with a T-score of 60 or above.  For children aged 3-6, elevated 

PECFAS subscale scores in at least one of these areas: 

 Self-harmful behaviors. 

 Mood/emotions. 

 Thinking/communication. 

 Behavior towards others.   

• For children aged 7-12, a CAFAS score of 90 or higher. 

• For children aged 13-18, a CAFAS score of 120 or higher. 

▪ Be under the age of 18 when approved for the waiver. If a child on the 

SEDW turns 18, continues to meet all non-age-related eligibility criteria 

and continues to need waiver services, the child can remain on the 

waiver up until their 21st birthday. 

▪ Participation with wraparound services throughout SEDW enrollment. 

▪ Be at risk of out-of-home placement. 

Services provided under the SEDW are determined through the PCP process, guided by family-

driven and youth-guided practices. These services must meet medically necessary criteria, 

ensuring they are the least restrictive and most appropriate to support the individual's medical 

and emotional needs.  

Services that can be included in SEDW programming may include: 

• Community Living Supports (CLS).  

• Family support and training. 

• Home-based mental health services.  

• Respite care. 

• Wraparound services. 

• Psychiatric services.  

• Parent Support Partner (PSP). 

• Children’s Therapeutic Foster Care (CTFC). 

For additional MichiCANS information, click the links below: 

Michigan Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths - MichiCANS 

Technical Requirement for SED Children 

How to access services for Children with IDD? 

Children and youth diagnosed with an intellectual or developmental disability, including Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD), who are Medicaid-eligible, can request home and community-based 
services directly through the Access Center in their county of residence, regardless of their 
enrollment in the Children’s Waiver Program (CWP). 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/mentalhealth/mentalhealth/childrenandfamilies/michicans
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Folder4/Folder26/Folder3/Folder126/Folder2/Folder226/Folder1/Folder326/Technical-Requirement-for-SED-Children.pdf?rev=4c2eebf9c2074f6ca7b011edbc57acc4&hash=ED8C05F1ABF9E57E20C886882E8B18E2


   

 

   

 

Children’s Waiver Program (CWP) 

The CWP enables CMHSPs to use Medicaid funding to provide home and community-based 
services for children under 18 with IDD, including Autism. To qualify, the child or youth must 
meet the specified eligibility criteria and would otherwise not qualify for Medicaid: 

• The child is under the age of 18. 

• The child has a developmental disability defined by Michigan state law. The 

developmental disability is based on documented evidence of “substantial functional 

limitations” in three or more of the below areas: 

 Self-care (bathing, grooming, dressing, toileting, and eating). 

 Expressive and receptive language. 

 Mobility. 

 Self- direction. 

 If a child is over 16, the capacity for economic self-sufficiency and independent 

living. 

• The child must have identified needs for a consistent, aggressive program of in-home 

services and supports focused on developing skills for the child to function with as much 

independence as possible and/or to prevent the loss of current abilities. 

• The child must live with a birth or legally adoptive parent or with a relative who has 

been named the legal guardian by the court (and who is not paid to provide foster care 

for the child). 

To begin the process of screening for eligibility for the CWP, the legal guardian must contact the 

CMHSP in the county of residence to request an assessment for a prescreen for the CWP. 

During this prescreen, the legal guardian should be prepared to discuss the child’s needs, their 

functional limitations, the in-home help and services that are being requested, and the family’s 

income and resources (including private insurance and Medicaid eligibility). Please note, for 

children who are enrolled in CWP, parent income is not considered when the Medicaid 

eligibility determination is made. If the child has income or resources, they are considered. 

What services are available to children with IDD? 

Services in IDD programs are determined through the PCP process, and family-driven, youth 

guided practices, along with medically necessary criteria, and can include: 

• Community Living Supports (CLS). 

• Enhanced transportation services. 

• Fiscal intermediary.  

• Family home care training. 

• Non-family home care training. Overnight health and safety support specialty services. 

• Home ancillary services. 



   

 

   

 

• Environmental accessibility adaptations and specialized medical equipment and 

supplies. 

• Respite care. 

To reference the Behavioral Health and Intellectual and Developmental Disability Supports and 

Services Chapter, click the following link:  MedicaidProviderManual.pdf 

 

 

 

How to access Autism services? 

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapy is available for Medicaid-eligible children under 21 

years old who have a diagnosis of ASD and meet the medical necessity criteria. To determine 

eligibility for ABA services, follow the steps outlined below: 

Step 1: Screening 

Screening for ASD can occur during an Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment 

(EPSDT) well-child visit with the child’s Primary Care Physician; however, anyone can refer a 

child for concerns of the child showing early signs of autism. A validated and standardized 

screening tool may be completed by the parent and reviewed and verified by a medical 

practitioner. A full medical and physical examination must be performed before the child is 

referred for further evaluation.  

Step 2: Referral 

A referral for further evaluation can be made to the PIHP directly to arrange for a follow-up 

diagnostic and/or behavioral evaluation. The PIHP will contact the child’s legal guardian to 

arrange a follow-up appointment for a comprehensive diagnostic evaluation, behavioral 

assessment, ABA services and for the related EPSDT medically necessary mental health 

specialty services, as needed. 

Step 3: Comprehensive Diagnostic Evaluation and Determination of Medical Necessity 

The comprehensive diagnostic evaluation is a neurodevelopmental review of cognitive, 

behavioral, emotional, adaptive, and social functioning, and should include validated evaluation 

tools. Based on the evaluation, the practitioner determines the child’s diagnosis, recommends 

general ASD treatment interventions, and refers the child for a behavior assessment. Diagnostic 

evaluations can be completed by any licensed practitioner working within their scope of 

https://www.mdch.state.mi.us/dch-medicaid/manuals/MedicaidProviderManual.pdf


   

 

   

 

practice and does not need to be completed by the PIHP/CMHSP. 

 

The determination of a diagnosis by a qualified licensed practitioner is accomplished by direct 

observation of the child, a clinical interview including a developmental symptom history 

(medical, behavioral, and social history) and a functional assessment. A comprehensive 

evaluation should also include an assessment of cognitive functioning and other relevant 

reviews for medical, or environmental concerns.  

Medical necessity and recommendation for ABA services is determined by a physician or other 

licensed practitioner working within their scope of practice under state law.  

Step 4: Develop the Plan of Care 

Following a diagnostic evaluation and determination of medical necessity the child should then 

be referred to a behavioral assessment to evaluate the child’s current skill level in a variety of 

areas and determine goals for ABA services. This assessment must be administered by a 

licensed behavior analyst. Service intensity will vary with each child and should reflect the goals 

of treatment, specific needs of the child and response to treatment.  

Step 5: Begin ABA Services 

ABA services include a variety of behavioral interventions which have been identified as 

evidence-based by nationally recognized research reviews and/or other nationally recognized 

scientific and clinical evidence. Such interventions include, but are not limited to: 

• Adapting environments to promote appropriate behavior and learning while 

discouraging challenging behavior. 

• Systematically collecting information regarding behavior and its relationship with the 

environment, teaching parents/guardians to implement strategies outlined in the 

behavioral treatment plan. 

Clinical oversight for ABA services is provided by a licensed behavior analyst, licensed assistant 

behavior analyst and behavior technicians, who deliver face-to-face observation and direction 

regarding developmental and behavioral techniques, progress measurement, data collection, 

function of behaviors, and generalization of acquired skills for each child.  

What services are available through ABA services? 

ABA services are geared to commonly address the following areas: 

• Language skills. 

• Social skills. 

• Communication skills. 



   

 

   

 

• Following daily routines. 

• Self-help and daily living skills. 

• Behavior challenges. 

o For additional information in this area, click the link below: 

https://www.michigan.gov/autism 

 
 

County of Financial Responsibility 

The County of Financial Responsibility (COFR) provides payment clarification for situations 

when children are residing outside of their community in shelter or residential treatment. The 

following guidelines are used to determine the COFR, which include both the child’s living 

arrangements and legal custody status: 

• Children living with parents: The COFR is the county of the child and parents' primary 

residence. 

• Wards of the state or court: For temporary or permanent wards, the COFR is the county 

where the child resides in the community (e.g., foster care, relative placement) while 

the foster care case remains open. 

• Adopted children: Once adoption proceedings are finalized, the COFR is the county 

where the adoptive parents reside. 

• Divorced parents: If custody is granted to one parent, the COFR is the county where 

that parent resides. For joint custody, it is the county where the child lives while 

attending school. 

• Children with legal guardians: When parents place a child with a legal guardian, the 

COFR is the guardian’s county of residence for the duration of the placement. 

• Informal custody arrangements: If a child is placed with another adult without 

guardianship, the COFR remains with the county of the parent who has legal and 

physical custody. 

• Voluntary dependent care placements: For children voluntarily placed in 24-hour care 

facilities funded by CMHSP, the COFR is the county of the parent with custody at the 

time of placement. If the parents move, the COFR changes to their new county upon the 

child's discharge. 

• Children in child caring institutions: Applies to children placed in Residential Treatment 

and Shelter Programs. The COFR is determined by the county where the foster care case 

originated. 

• Emancipated or independent children: Upon reaching age 18 or legal emancipation, the 

COFR is the county where the individual establishes independent residence. For those 

https://www.michigan.gov/autism


   

 

   

 

discharged from care settings at 18, the COFR aligns with their new residence unless 

they remain in dependent care and are no longer court wards. 

County of Financial Responsibility CSA Communication Issuance 

County of Financial Responsibility Guidance  

 
 

Family-Driven, Youth-Guided 

 
MDHHS has advocated and supported a family-driven and youth-guided approach to service 

delivery for children, youth and their families. 

A family-driven and youth-guided approach recognizes that services and supports impact the 

entire family, not just the identified child or youth receiving mental health services. In the case 

of minors, the child, youth and family are the focus of service planning, and family members are 

integral to a successful planning process. 

The wants and needs of the child, youth and their family are considered in the development of 

the Individual Plan of Service.  As the child or youth matures toward transition age, the focus of 

the treatment planning, services and supports should be youth/young/adult driven to 

accommodate the youth as they gain skills towards independence. 

• For additional information, please click the link below: 

Family Driven, Youth Guided Policy 
 

Additional Resources: 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIDHHS/2025/01/22/file_attachments/3139891/21-084%20County%20of%20Financial%20Responsibility%20for%20Children%20Served%20by%20CMH.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FMIDHHS%2F2025%2F01%2F27%2Ffile_attachments%2F3143814%2FCOFR.%2520CCI%2520guidance.Jan2025.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Folder4/Folder4/Folder3/Folder104/Folder2/Folder204/Folder1/Folder304/Family-Driven_and_Youth-Guided_Policy_and_Practice_Guideline.pdf?rev=87ceccbfea784af28eb97569713a97d6&hash=4542B5DFF5183177217A19C6E6C27F66


   

 

   

 

 

Maps of Cross Systems Connections 

a. Map of CMHSP Systems in Michigan 

b. Map of PIHP systems in Michigan 

c. Business Service Center and MDHHS County Designation Map 

d. CCBHC Statewide List  

Resources for Behavioral Health and Community Based Services 

a. CMHSP Key Contacts for Youth/ Young Adult Re-entry for Child Welfare 

b. CMHSP Key Contacts for Youth/ Young Adult Re-entry for Juvenile Justice 

c. Child Welfare Medical and Behavioral Health Resources 

d. Parent Support Partners Directory Statewide  

e. Youth Peer Specialist Directory Statewide   

f. Family Engagement Resource- Brene’ Brown 

g. Aging and Adult Services Statewide Contacts 

h. Torch Connections  

i. Frequently Used Terminology & Acronyms  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Keeping-Michigan-Healthy/BH-DD/Mental-Health/CMHSP_MAP.pdf?rev=54b107bfaf564f58852c3b60c4a26ca7
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Folder50/Folder12/Map_of_PIHP.pdf?rev=04638eea8fbf45fc984a2a63333f061e
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/doing-business/contractor/counseling
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/mentalhealth/ccbhc/consumer
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Adult-and-Childrens-Services/Child-Welfare-Medical-and-BH-Resources/CMHSP_Key_Contacts_for_Youth-Young_Adult_Reentry_Child_Welfare.pdf?rev=5aa6156ef1304d3682202702837f9c06&hash=6E52DEABD1A02980C589C33042470F80
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Folder3/CMHSP-key-contact-list_Juvenile-Justice-Reentry.pdf?rev=2f02fb5dca174ecea6bf6b0614c225fb&hash=6BBCC939C17E375E434A890E7FCB0607
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/information-and-resources
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acmh-mi.org%2Fget-information%2Facmh-projects%2Fparent-support-partner-project%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWaltersM11%40michigan.gov%7C5596d62a57084cbffa6008dd032c9b88%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638670212321304816%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xhs2IN%2BZMdRGLBm%2FczUwyw1lHet%2BfzFWiprgyAcGGSU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acmh-mi.org%2Fget-information%2Facmh-projects%2Fyouth-peer-support%2F&data=05%7C02%7CWaltersM11%40michigan.gov%7C5596d62a57084cbffa6008dd032c9b88%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638670212321329315%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U8MP3f5J9tYm3dcp5KJsWLeZrUgnegpzHyYDY%2BcOCBU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9cOiC3T9v7s
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FMIDHHS%2F2025%2F01%2F22%2Ffile_attachments%2F3139877%2FTorch%2520Connections%25202024%2520-%2520Copy.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Fattachments%2FMIDHHS%2F2025%2F01%2F22%2Ffile_attachments%2F3140290%2FMDHHS-Terminology%2520Table%25201.22.25.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


   

 

   

 

 

 

          


