
Agencies That Can Help 
Research shows that youth who explore careers and have work experience in the 
community early on, are the most successful employees as adults.  You should START 
EARLY with career exploration!  While you are still in school, staff should assist in 
completing assessments that help you figure out your skills and interests to get a job. 
Assessments can help you to figure out what accommodation you might need to get 
employed.  An accommodation is an exception to rules that govern your employment.  For 
example, an accommodation could say that you need an assistive technology (AT) device, 
like a screen reader to do your job. If youth have a physical, mental, emotional, or learning 
disability that interferes with their ability to work, they may be eligible for services from 
different organizations.  

 

Michigan Rehabilitation Services (MRS) 

If eligible, youth may receive evaluations, vocational counseling, job placement, and/or job 
coaching to help them get a job in the community. Youth and the vocational counselor 
together will create an Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE), with the goal of 
competitive, integrated employment in a field that fits the youth’s strengths, interests, and 
needs. 

 

Bureau of Services for Blind Persons (BSBP) 

If eligible, the youth may receive vocational counseling, evaluation, job placement, and/or 
job coaching to help them become competitively employed. The youth and the vocational 
counselor together will create an Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE), with the goal of 
competitive, integrated employment in a field that fits the youth’s strengths, interests, and 
needs. BSBP has a Training Center in the city of Kalamazoo.  

 

Job Corps (U.S. Department of Labor) 

Job Corps is a federally funded skilled trade training program for low-income adults ages 
16-24, with two campuses in Michigan (Flint and Grand Rapids). By offering hands-on 
training in fields like manufacturing, health care, technology and construction, Job Corps 
helps to prepare students for lifelong careers in the industries that power America. 

Learn more at jobcorps.gov. 

https://www.jobcorps.gov/


Michigan Career and Technical Institute (MCTI) 

MRS operates its own trade school, Michigan Career and Technical Institute (MCTI) in 
Plainwell, Michigan. It is a public vocational school. It is located on 72 acres of land with 
700 feet (210 m) of accessible frontage on Pine Lake. The school is an extension of the 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) which works with Michigan 
Rehabilitative Services (MRS) to serve the citizens of Michigan by rehabilitating and/or 
training students who come from poorer communities, recovering addicts, veterans, or 
have disabilities, for employment in occupations that are relevant in today's job market. 

 

Work Incentives Planning and Assistance (WIPA) 

Another area to explore is how working will impact benefits from the Social Security 
Administration, such as Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social Security Disability 
Insurance (SSDI), and health insurance from Medicaid or Medicare. It may be helpful to 
contact a benefits planning counselor at the Social Security Administration, MRS, or BSBP 
to obtain individualized help with these questions 

 

What Other Community-Based Services are Available?  

There are community-based services that can provide information, resources, and services 
for transition-age youth. Here are some examples:  

 

One Stop Career Centers 

These centers at statewide Michigan Works! offices provide help to anyone seeking 
employment, including people with disabilities, and offer job-search workshops, local job 
postings, and career counseling. They offer job fairs with local employers and are a good 
resource for job information. Find a local center  

  

Michigan Statewide Independent Living Council (MiSILC) 

MiSILC offers a range of services to people with disabilities including peer mentoring, skills 
training, information and referral, and advocacy. Young adults with disabilities can get help 
with housing, employment, transportation, equipment, and other transition-related issues. 
Find your regional center  

https://www.careeronestop.org/
http://www.misilc.org/


Intermediate School Districts (ISD) 

Michigan has 56 educational service agencies that save money and resources for K-12 
districts by: 

• providing consolidated support and services 

• training teachers in the latest research-based methods 

• piloting innovative programs 

• coordinating early childhood, special education and vocational services across the 
regions. 

 

Community Mental Health (CMH) 

CMH services are provided by each county, or a group of counties. The Mental Health Code 
requires that CMH organizations provide person-centered services. “Person-centered” 
means that the services are customized for each person. CMH may provide therapies, case 
management or supports coordination, help with employment, and housing assistance. 
Medicaid recipients are entitled to CMH services that are medically necessary if they have 
a serious mental illness, serious emotional disturbance, intellectual or, developmental 
disability. You can call your county’s access phone number for more information. 

Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, Presque Isle   989-356-2161 

Alger, Delta, Luce, Marquette     906-225-7357 

Allegan        269-673-6617 

Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Emmet, Kalkaska, Otsego 231-347-7890 

Arenac, Bay        989-895-2300 

Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw, Ontonagon   906-482-9400 

 Barry         269-948-8041 

Berrien        269-934-1602 

Benzie, Manistee       877-398-2013 

Branch        517-278-2129 

Calhoun        269-966-1460 



Cass         269-445-2451 

Chippewa, Mackinac, Schoolcraft     906-341-2144 

Clare, Gladwin, Isabella, Mecosta, Midland, Osceola  989-772-5938 

Clinton, Eaton, Ingham      517-346-8200 

Crawford, Grand Traverse,  
Leelanau, Missaukee, Roscommon, Wexford   231-922-4850 

Dickinson, Iron, Menominee     906-774-0522 

Genesee        810-257-3705 

Gogebic        906-229-6121 

Gratiot         989-463-4971 

Hillsdale, Jackson       517-789-1208 

Huron         989-269-9293 

Ionia         616-527-1790 

Iosco, Ogemaw, Oscoda      989-362-8636 

Kalamazoo        269-373-6000 

Kent         616-336-3909 

Lake, Mason, Oceana      231-845-6294 

Lapeer         810-667-0500 

Lenawee        517-263-8905 

Livingston        517-548-0081 

Macomb        586-469-5263 

Monroe        734-243-7340 

Montcalm        989-831-7520 

Muskegon        231-724-1104 

Newaygo        231-689-7553 

Oakland        248-858-1210 



Ottawa        616-393-5681 

St. Clair        810-985-8900 

St. Joseph        269-467-1000 

Saginaw        989-797-3501 

Sanilac        810-583-0386 

Shiawassee        989-723-6791 

Tuscola        989-673-6191 

Van Buren        269-657-5574 

Washtenaw        734-544-3071 

Wayne         313-344-9099  


