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Dear colleagues,

Firearm injury and death continue to impact individuals, families and communities across

Michigan. Firearm-related suicide, intimate partner violence, community violence and
unintentional shootings remain significant public health concerns, particularly for children
and teens.

National Gun Violence Awareness Month provides an opportunity to review and promote

evidence-based prevention strategies and increase awareness of resources available to
providers, health systems, schools and community organizations across the state — not
only in June but throughout the year.

Michigan has continued to expand statewide firearm injury prevention efforts through new
legislation, community partnerships, provider education and public health initiatives

focused on prevention, secure storage, suicide prevention and community safety. The
Michigan Gun Violence Prevention Task Force was established to support these efforts and
strengthen coordination across agencies, health systems and local partners.

Health care providers play an important role in preventing firearm injuries and death.
Conversations around firearm safety, secure storage and crisis intervention can help
reduce risk and connect individuals and families to support before a tragedy occurs.

This bulletin highlights several Michigan-based resources and prevention tools you can use
to support firearm injury prevention efforts in clinical and community settings.

Sincerely,

Natasha Bagdasarian, MD, MPH, FIDSA, FACP
Chief Medical Executive, State of Michigan

Sarah Lyon Callo, MS, PhD
Senior Deputy Director and State Epidemiologist
MDHHS Public Health Administration


https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/environmental-health/injury-and-violence-data/avert-firearm-injury-dashboard
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/injuryprevention/programs/mivdrs
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/proclamations/2026/06/01/june-2026-gun-violence-awareness-month
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/firearm-injury-prevention
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/doing-business/commissions-boards/michigan-gun-violence-prevention-task-force
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Doing-Business-with-MDHHS/Boards-and-Commissions/MI-Gun-Violence-Prev-Task-Force/DS_Flyer_5x7.pdf?rev=76cd993fb8be4c98b980f2856196cb17&hash=0887B6AED06B3A0DDB6ADEDA9492A056

Why firearm injury prevention matters
Firearm injury remains a major public health issue in Michigan and across the United

States, and firearms are the leading cause of death for children and teens across the U.S.

Firearm-related deaths among children and teens increased sharply during the COVID-19

pandemic and remain significantly higher than pre-pandemic levels, according to data
from Pew Research Center.

Gun deaths among U.S. kids increased 50% between

2019 and 2021
Gun deaths among U.S. children and teens under 18
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Note: Includes homicides, suicides, accidents and all other categories of gun deaths.

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

In 2022 alone, more than 48,000 people died from firearm-related injuries in the U.S. — an
average of approximately 132 deaths each day. While firearm homicides have declined
from recent highs, firearm suicide rates remain near record levels, according to the Pew

Research Center, reinforcing the importance of screening for suicide risk and discussing
temporary firearm storage during periods of crisis.


https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2023/04/06/gun-deaths-among-us-kids-rose-50-percent-in-two-years/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2023/04/06/gun-deaths-among-us-kids-rose-50-percent-in-two-years/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2026/04/28/what-the-data-says-about-gun-deaths-in-the-us/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2026/04/28/what-the-data-says-about-gun-deaths-in-the-us/

U.S. gun suicide rate is at a near-record high; gun
homicide rate has dropped since 2021

Gun deaths per 100,000 people (age-adjusted), by type
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Note: Gun suicides and murders from 1968 to 1978 are classified by the CDC as
involving firearms or explosives. Those from 1979 to 2024 involve firearms only.
Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Secure storage saves lives

Secure firearm storage is one of the most effective ways to reduce the risk of suicide,
accidental shootings and unauthorized access to firearms by children and teens.

Research continues to show:

e Accessto firearms increases suicide risk.

e Firearms stored unlocked and loaded are more commonly involved in accidental

shootings involving children.

e Many households with children still do not store firearms securely.

Michigan’s secure storage law took effect on Feb. 13, 2024. Under the law, firearms must
be stored unloaded and locked with a locking device or in a locked container when minors

are present.


https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/firearm-injury-prevention/secure-storage-law

Age-Adjusted Rates! for Firearm-related Mortality? by County of
Residence, 2015-2024

[052-96
[ 9.7-140 {

W 141-185 ( \ L=
W186-230 |
[[] Not displayed* ‘ )

Statewide age-adjusted rate: ]
13.1 deaths per 100,000 ﬁ |

Source: Michigan Resident Death File, Division of Vital Records and Health Statistics, MDHHS

1All rates are defined as the number of deaths per 100,000 population.

2 Firearm-related mortality events defined as a death with an underlying cause of death of firearm injury (ICD-10=W32-W34, X72-X74, X93-X95, Y22-Y24, Y35.0, U01.4).
“Rates based on counts less than six are not displayed due to rate instability.

Firearm injuries affect communities across every region of Michigan.

State and local partners are working to provide free gun locks across the state, including at
MDHHS county offices, local health departments, hospitals and community partners. View
the Gun Lock Distribution Map.

Using a phone? Click here to view the Gun Lock Distribution Map on a mobile device.

Takeaways for clinicians and community partners
1. Normalize conversations about firearm safety.
Firearm safety conversations can be incorporated into broader discussions about
home safety, mental health and injury prevention.
e Use nonjudgemental, prevention-focused language.
e Encourage caregivers to ask about firearm storage in homes where children
spend time. Download “The Talk” flyer to help start the conversation.

2. Support suicide prevention efforts.
Reducing access to lethal means during periods of crisis can help prevent suicide
and save lives.


https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiZmFiOGIyOTQtZmExZC00NGMwLTk0MDgtM2UyNDExNzA3NDU3IiwidCI6ImQ1ZmI3MDg3LTM3NzctNDJhZC05NjZhLTg5MmVmNDcyMjVkMSJ9
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiZWE1YTBjOGEtYjdlYS00ZmJjLWEyMDgtNmYzNTBlZmJkM2IxIiwidCI6ImQ1ZmI3MDg3LTM3NzctNDJhZC05NjZhLTg5MmVmNDcyMjVkMSJ9
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Doing-Business-with-MDHHS/Boards-and-Commissions/MI-Gun-Violence-Prev-Task-Force/DS_Flyer_5x7.pdf?rev=76cd993fb8be4c98b980f2856196cb17

e Discusstemporary storage or out-of-home firearm storage during a mental
health crisis.

e Screen for suicide risk and emotional distress when appropriate.

e Connectindividuals and families with crisis resources and support services.

3. Increase awareness of Extreme Risk Protection Order laws (ERPOs).
ERPOs can temporarily restrict firearm access when an individual is at risk of
harming themselves or others.
e Familiarize staff with Michigan’s ERPO process and available resources. An
ERPO toolkit is available.
e Help patients and families understand when ERPOs may be appropriate.
e Share education materials and referral resources with community partners.

4. Promote secure storage resources.
Many Michigan residents may not know free locking devices and educational
materials are available.
e Share the statewide gun lock distribution map with patients and families.

e Promote secure storage education materials in clinics and community
settings. A secure firearm storage toolkit is also available.

e Encourage use of locking devices, safes and lock boxes.

5. Use data to identify trends.
e Review Mi-FINDS and other Michigan public health data tools.
e Use datato inform outreach and community education strategies.
e Share relevant findings with local prevention and community partners.

Resources

Firearm Injury Prevention Partners and Initiatives

Michigan Gun Violence Prevention Task Force

University of Michigan Institute for Firearm Injury Prevention
Michigan Firearm Law Implementation Program

Community Violence Intervention Ecosystem

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Violence Prevention


https://firearminjury.umich.edu/erpo-toolkit/
https://firearminjury.umich.edu/erpo-toolkit/
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiZmFiOGIyOTQtZmExZC00NGMwLTk0MDgtM2UyNDExNzA3NDU3IiwidCI6ImQ1ZmI3MDg3LTM3NzctNDJhZC05NjZhLTg5MmVmNDcyMjVkMSJ9
https://firearminjury.umich.edu/safe-firearm-storage-toolkit-home/
https://www.mifinds.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/doing-business/commissions-boards/michigan-gun-violence-prevention-task-force
https://firearminjury.umich.edu/
https://mflip.org/
https://www.cviecosystem.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/violence-prevention/index.html

U.S. Department of Justice Reducing Gun Violence

U.S. Department of Justice Community Violence Intervention

Prevention Tools and Educational Resources

MDHHS Firearm Injury Prevention Resources

MDHHS Gun Lock Distribution Map

Extreme Risk Protection Order Toolkit

Secure Firearm Storage Toolkit

School Communication Toolkit for Secure Firearm Storage - National Center for School
Safety

Firearm Injury Prevention Online Course

Michigan State Police Firearms Information

Data and Surveillance Resources

Michigan Firearm Injury Near Real-Time Data System

Mental Health and Crisis Support Resources

988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline

Suicide Prevention Resource Center

School Safety and Youth Violence Prevention Resources

National Center for School Safety

OK2SAY - Michigan's Student Safety Program

SchoolSafety.gov

Suicide Prevention Resource Center


https://www.justice.gov/doj/reducing-gun-violence
https://www.ojp.gov/topics/community-violence-intervention
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/firearm-injury-prevention
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/firearm-injury-prevention/secure-storage-law
https://firearminjury.umich.edu/erpo-toolkit/
https://firearminjury.umich.edu/safe-firearm-storage-toolkit-home/
https://www.nc2s.org/resource/school-communication-toolkit-for-secure-firearm-storage/
https://www.nc2s.org/resource/school-communication-toolkit-for-secure-firearm-storage/
https://firearminjury.umich.edu/mooc/
https://www.michigan.gov/msp/services/ccw
https://www.mifinds.org/
https://988lifeline.org/
https://sprc.org/
https://www.nc2s.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/ok2say
https://www.schoolsafety.gov/
https://sprc.org/
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