
Welcome to the MDHHS Public Health Newsletter, a quarterly update for public health 
professionals, academics, health care providers and anyone interested in population health in the 
state of Michigan. (Issue 2.1. Distributed 4/7/26). 

MICHIGAN PUBLIC HEALTH – CENTERING PUBLIC SERVICE IN 2026 
Dear colleagues, 

As public health professionals, public service has always been a 
guiding principle. In 2026, we invite you to recommit to that 
purpose with renewed focus and compassion. 

During National Public Health Week and beyond, we encourage 
you to seek out opportunities to work together, to uplift one 
another and to prioritize the belief that in all that we do, we do it 
in service to people of Michigan: 

• Center your work in human dignity, health equity and
respect.

• Prioritize community voice and lived experience.
• Lead with transparency and curiosity.
• Learn strategies to promote understanding and to

address mis- and dis-information.
• Seize opportunities for collaboration.

Thank you for your continued dedication, expertise and 
commitment to public health and public service. Michigan is 
healthier, stronger and more resilient because of you. 

In health,  

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Public Health Administration 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.apha.org%2Finitiatives%2Fnational-public-health-week%3Futm_campaign=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019d68f3b26f-9100b179-1616-45bb-b803-f1fa24caf1ab-000000/ehhOcMLPRGGEdO0F36IRTz_ZvLAB-GgRKUw9fHkryjw=452
https://prebunking.withgoogle.com/docs/A_Practical_Guide_to_Prebunking_Misinformation.pdf
https://www.mihealthcomms.org/


PUBLIC HEALTH NEWS 
MDHHS press releases: 

• MDHHS recommends early measles vaccine doses in areas of the state with possible
community transmission.

• Measles outbreak identified in Washtenaw County.

• MDHHS announces new plan to address sickle cell disease.

• Hometown Health Heroes honored by Michigan Public Health Week Partnership.

• MDHHS offers tips, resources to stay safe during severe weather.

• Free naloxone kits available at local MDHHS offices.

Email bulletins*: 

• 7-Hydroxymitragynine (7-OH)-Enhanced kratom products: What Michigan providers need to
know. In this bulletin, we discuss the rise of "synthetic kratom" and concentrated 7-
hydroxymitragynine (7-OH) products in Michigan’s unregulated market, and the ongoing
public health impacts associated with their availability and use.

• MDHHS follows childhood vaccine schedules from AAP and AAFP. MDHHS remains
steadfast in its commitment to vaccine safety, access and evidence-based public health
practices. As such, MDHHS has advised families and practitioners to follow the child and
adolescent immunization schedules produced by the American Academy of Pediatrics and
the American Academy of Family Physicians.

*The Public Health Bulletins for Health Care Providers and these MDHHS Public Health
Newsletters are now archived and available on Michigan.gov/publichealth.

Proclamations: 

• March 2026: Kidney Month.

Resources: 

• Three new injury and violence data dashboards join the existing Michigan Violent Death
Reporting System Dashboard on the Injury and Violence Data webpage:

o Advancing Violence Epidemiology in Real-Time (AVERT) Firearm Injury Dashboard.
AVERT displays data from the last 12 months on emergency department (ED) visits
due to firearm injuries.

o Nonfatal Suicide Dashboard. This dashboard displays data from the last 12 months
on ED visits related to suicide attempts and suicidal ideation.
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o Michigan Injury Indicators Dashboard. This dashboard provides data on
deaths, hospitalizations and ED visits for ten common injury types for several
years.

• Michigan Health Communications Initiative. Sign up for their newsletter to receive insights
on trending health conversations, talking points and shareable content to use in your own
health communication and promotion efforts.

• Public Health Law Benchbook for Michigan Courts. A benchbook is a readily accessible
legal reference for judges to use in the courtroom, providing procedural frameworks,
statutory texts, relevant case law summaries and model orders. As such, The Public Health
Law Benchbook for Michigan Courts is intended to address the areas of public health
practice most likely to reach Michigan courts. It may also serve as a resource to increase
communication between the judiciary and public health agencies at the local, state and
national levels about a variety of public health issues. If you have any questions about the
updated benchbook, contact Jim Koval in the MDHHS Division of Emergency Preparedness
and Response at KovalJ@michigan.gov.

• 2026 Guideline for the Early Management of Patients With Acute Ischemic Stroke. The 2026
American Heart Association Guideline for the Early Management of Patients with Acute
Ischemic Stroke has been updated to include key advances in stroke treatment, such as
expanded eligibility for clot-removal procedures, new evidence supporting the use of
Tenecteplase and the implementation of mobile stroke units to deliver faster care and
reduce the risk of long-term disability. The update also includes the first detailed
recommendations for diagnosing and treating strokes in children.

Wins for Michigan public health: 

Public health is a broad area of public service, and there is much more work being done throughout 
our state. If you would like your program or team’s work to be featured in our next newsletter, email 
MDHHS-pophealth@michigan.gov with the subject line “Wins for Michigan Public Health.” 

IN THE KNOW 
Naloxone saves lives, make sure it’s within reach: 

Recent drug checking efforts across the state continue to reinforce the importance of broad 
naloxone access. 

• Michigan has expanded harm reduction investments, including the use of Fourier Transform
Infrared Spectroscopy machines to analyze drug samples.

o Since January 2025, more than 350 samples have been tested. While this program is
still relatively new and geographically limited, early results provide important
insight.

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/environmental-health/injury-and-violence-data/michigan-injury-indicators-dashboard
https://www.mihealthcomms.org/
https://www.mihealthcomms.org/#sign-up
https://courses.mi.train.org/PHEPUpdate/12-19-25/Michigan%20Public%20Health%20Law%20Benchbook%20(2025)%2012-3-2025%20Approved%20Final.pdf
mailto:KovalJ@michigan.gov
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/STR.0000000000000513
mailto:MDHHS-pophealth@michigan.gov


o Also, Fentanyl was present in more than half (50.2%) of the samples tested, and
among the substances that were expected to be opioids, more
90% contained fentanyl.

o More than 10% of samples contained other potent substances such as
medetomidine or carfentanil.

As we continue to monitor the state’s drug supply and work towards declining overdose deaths, 
risk remains real. The drug supply will continue to evolve and even more potential and 
unpredictable substances will spread. As health care providers and public health professionals, we 
all play a role in ensuring crucial tools like naloxone are widely available, understood and 
normalized as a life-saving tool.   

Naloxone is a safe medication that can reverse an opioid overdose. It works by quickly restoring 
breathing when opioids — such as heroin, fentanyl or prescription pain medications — slow or stop 
a person’s breathing. It is easy to use, safe to administer and available at no cost to Michigan 
residents.  

One of the most important messages to share with colleagues, partners and patients is this: 
Naloxone is available for free in Michigan. Individuals can request a free naloxone kit through 
multiple distribution channels:  

• Mail order services.
• Harm reduction agencies and local health departments.
• Naloxone vending machines.

The MDHHS Naloxone Portal provides direct links and information on how to request a kit. 
Naloxone is a shelf stable medication, meaning it can be kept at home, in your, at your job, or 
anywhere else that might be useful having it handy in case of emergencies. Be sure to 
check expiration dates periodically and request replacement kits as needed.   

If you or your organization do not currently have naloxone on hand, now is the time to change that, 
visit the Naloxone Portal. Download the Naloxone Saves Lives flyer to learn more. 

Bicillin Shortage: 

https://www.michigan.gov/opioids/-/media/Project/Websites/opioids/documents/Naloxone-Flyer-web-version.pdf?rev=e6959ccd7a084a3fa2d34eca511ba7ae&hash=56180203C349C6B64F2040CE138B6DA3
https://www.michigan.gov/opioids/find-help/Naloxone-Page
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Pfizer is now projecting the shortage to continue until Q4 for CY2026. This is a considerable change 
from the former estimation of having some bicillin available for purchase by October 2025. Due to 
this extension, the MDHHS Bureau of HIV and STI Programs is continuing to recommend the 
prioritization of bicillin for pregnant clients and babies until the shortage is resolved. 

We realize that this might present issues on adequately treating some clients where bicillin would 
be much more advantageous versus prescribing doxycycline. However, if we don’t adhere to the 
recommendations the likelihood of having bicillin on hand for the priority cases during this entire 
shortage will be in jeopardy. 

We appreciate your effort in utilizing medications according to the shortest expiration date. 
Medications expiring within 60 days are indicated in yellow and those expiring within 30 days are 
indicated in a coral color. 

 
Recent dermatophyte (ringworm) cases associated with sexual contact: 

Trichophyton mentagrophytes genotype VII (TMVII) is an emerging strain of fungal infection causing 
dermatophytosis (ringworm) associated with sexual transmission. This strain has recently been 
identified in the United States. TMVII is often spread through skin-to-skin or intimate, often sexual, 
contact. It can also be spread through sharing clothing, towels, and bedding. 

The first U.S. case of TMVII was reported in New York City in June 2024. The patient reported recent 
history of sex with men and domestic travel and travel to Europe. New clusters of TMVII were 
reported in 2025 in Minnesota and Colorado. TMVII has been circulating in Europe and other global 
regions for several years; most cases are among men who have sex with men with likely sexual 
transmission. Cases have also been reported among travelers returning from Southeast Asia who 
engaged in sex tourism. Co-infections with sexually transmitted infections such as HIV, chlamydia, 
gonorrhea, syphilis and mpox have been reported. 

If TMVII infection is suspected, clinicians should contact MDHHS and email The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) at FungalOubtreaks@cdc.gov for assistance with testing 
and clinical management. Clinicians can request consultation for challenging STI cases through the 
STD Clinical Consultation Network. 

 
Mpox: 

Mpox clades I and II are still circulating around the world and both clades have been reported in the 
United States. To learn more about mpox in the U.S., globally and how the CDC continues to 
address it, view the CDC’s partner information document. 

 

Scholarship opportunities for tobacco dependence treatment trainings: 

Community and clinic staff who want to provide adult tobacco dependence treatment in their 
organization can apply for Tobacco Treatment Specialist scholarships to cover training costs. The 

mailto:FungalOubtreaks@cdc.gov
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https://www.cdc.gov/monkeypox/media/pdfs/2026/02/Feb-10-2026-MPXV-partner-outreach-email-FINAL.pdf?ACSTrackingID=FCP_1_USCDCNPIN_6-DM152911&ACSTrackingLabel=%5BProof%201%5D%20CDC%20Update%20on%20Monkeypox%20Virus%20in%20the%20U.S.&deliveryName=FCP_1_USCDCNPIN_6-DM152911&ACSTrackingID=USCDCNPIN_6-DM152911&ACSTrackingLabel=CDC%20Update%20on%20Monkeypox%20Virus%20in%20the%20U.S.&deliveryName=USCDCNPIN_6-DM152911


training course will take place in August 2026 and 20 scholarships are available. Contact Denise 
Vital via email at VitalD1@michigan.gov for more information. 

Community staff who want to provide tobacco dependence treatment to youth can apply for the 
Not on Tobacco scholarships to cover those training costs. This is on-demand training. For more 
information, contact Grace Rudolph via email at RudolphG2@michigan.gov. 

 

PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT – MDHHS NEWBORN SCREENING 
Newborn Screening (NBS) is a public health 
program required by Michigan law that helps 
identify babies with rare but serious health 
conditions that require early treatment. All babies 
are screened to find the small number who look 
healthy but have a rare medical condition. 

In 2025, more than 90,000 Michigan newborns 
were screened with approximately 300 babies 
expected to be diagnosed with one of the disorders 
on the blood spot panel after confirmatory testing. 
Around 24 hours after birth, six drops of blood are 
collected from a baby’s heel and sent to the state 
NBS laboratory. These blood spots are screened 
for nearly 60 different health conditions, and the 
results are shared with the baby’s health care provider. 

Early detection helps ensure babies get the care they need as soon as possible. Through family 
feedback and input from community partners, the NBS program knows that families want to learn 
about newborn screening before their baby is born. If you work with or support expecting families, 
you can help by sharing trusted, easy-to-understand NBS information. 

Free ways to share NBS information: 

• Display the Newborn Screening Clinic Poster in waiting rooms or exam areas. 
• Include the Newborn Screening Roadmap in prenatal or new-parent packets. 
• Offer the Newborn Screening, Information for Expectant Parents brochure for families to 

take home. 

All materials are free and available to order online through the NBS Online Web Store with select 
resources available in Spanish and Arabic. Program staff are available to provide presentations or 
answer questions, contact us at NewbornScreening@Michigan.gov. 

 

Thanks for reading the MDHHS Public Health Newsletter. For more information on state and local 
public health visit Michigan.gov/publichealth.  
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