
Section 8 (4)  
  
(d)              The applicant hospital shall participate in a data registry administered by the 

Department or its designee as a means to measure quality and risk adjusted outcomes within 
OHS programs.  The Department shall use all composites in the STS Composite Star Rating 
System, including, but not limited to: coronary artery bypass graft composite (CABG), aortic 
valve replacement composite (AVR), and plans to add additional cardiac surgical 
composites each year, including the multiprocedural composite measure. The Department 
or its designee shall require that the applicant hospital submit a summary report as specified by 
the Department.  The applicant hospital shall provide the required data in a format established 
by the Department or its designee.  The applicant hospital shall be liable for the cost of data 
submission and on-site reviews in order for the Department to verify and monitor volumes and 
assure quality.  The applicant hospital shall become a member of the data registry specified by 
the Department upon initiation of the service and continue to participate annually thereafter for 
the life of that service.  The outcomes database must undergo statewide auditing.  

(e)              The applicant hospital shall utilize and report the STS Composite Star Rating 
System for all procedures as follows:  

(i)               If the program participates in the STS Composite Star Rating System and 
does not receive a star rating for any reason, they shall submit a report to the 
Department explaining the reason(s) for not receiving a star rating and submit an 
alternate report to measure [quality and risk adjusted outcomes]. --> unsure of exact 
language within brackets...   

(ii)              If the program receives a one-star rating in any composite metric, they shall 
submit a report to the Department explaining the reason(s) for the unsatisfactory rating.      

(iii)             If the program receives two one-star ratings in a row in the same composite 
metric, they shall submit an action plan to the Department detailing specific actions to rectify the 
program deficiencies.  

(iv)             If the program receives two one-star ratings within the same composite metric, 
the program may have two years to obtain a minimum two-star rating within that composite 
metric. Upon receipt of a two-star or higher rating, the program may be considered in 
compliance.  

(f)              If the program does not qualify to receive a star rating in one or more 
composite metrics but receives a two-star or higher rating in at least one composite 
metric for the same time period, the program may be considered in compliance.  

(g) THE APPLICANT SHALL PROVIDE NOTICE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ANY 
PLANNED DECREASE OR DISCONTINUATION OF SERVICE(S) NO LATER THAN 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE PLANNED DECREASE OR DISCONTINUATION OF THE SERVICE(S). 


