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Overview

WHERE HAVE WE 
COME FROM?

WHERE WE ARE ARE WE MAKING 
PROGRESS?

WHAT MORE CAN 
WE DO?







Demographics and County Rate Map of New HCV Diagnoses among 18-
35 Year Old's, Michigan 2018



Percent Increase in Fatal Drug 
Poisonings from 2019 to 2020

• Michigan: 16.2% increase

• Indiana: 33.1% increase

• Wisconsin: 27.4% increase

• Illinois: 27.3% increase

• Ohio: 21.9% increase
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Michigan Syringe Service Program Strategy

• Implemented Harm Reduction as a pillar in the Michigan Opioid Strategy 
• SSPs should available and accessible across the state
• With finite funding, we work to prioritize where we allocate resources
• Provide technical assistance and coordination for SSP successes
• Measure the impact of SSPs by evaluating progress while also 

demonstrating the return on investment
• Help to increase awareness and acceptance of the harm reduction 

approach



SSP Expansion in Michigan



Operational 
SSP locations 
by quarter, 
2018-2021



Clients 
Served & 
Syringes 

Distributed



Naloxone 
Kits 
Dispensed & 
Lives Saved



Since Quarter 4 2018

74,000+ client 
encounters

7.1 million
syringes 

distributed

Nearly 6,000
clients referred to 

substance use 
treatment

97,000+ Naloxone 
kits distributed, 
and 6,800+ kits 

used

2,000+ clients 
tested for HIV 

infection

Over 1,300 clients 
tested for HCV 

infection



Priorities on the MDHHS Radar

• Clarity on the legality of SSP within a complicated web of federal, state, and local 
laws

• Increasing awareness of harm reduction both among populations who could 
benefit from services and the general public

• Decreasing Stigma

• Increased focus on coordinating efforts in communities of greatest need
• Facilitating partnerships to formalize SSPs within the local opioid strategies
• Exploring additional opportunities to deliver services to clients outside of a 

traditional SSP setting: 
• Mail order supplies
• Pharmacies
• Emergency Departments
• We Treat Hep C Initiative

















Thank You! 
Mary D. Miller, MSN, RN. 
MillerM80@michigan.gov

• https://www.michigan.gov/Opioids
• https://www.michigan.gov/SSP

• https://www.michigan.gov/Hepatitis

https://www.michigan.gov/Opioids
https://www.michigan.gov/SSP
https://www.michigan.gov/Hepatitis
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