Climate Change in Michigan and G

the Public Health Response

Prepared by the Michigan Climate and Health Adaptation Program (MICHAP)

This fact sheet highlights some of the major ways that Michigan’s climate is changing,
shows how those changes might affect human health, and outlines how MICHAP is
working to prepare the public health system to adapt.

The climate is changing in How can climate change harm health?

Increasing temperatures and rising amounts of precipitation can
affect human health in different ways.
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Disruptions to Well-Being: Living through natural disasters
can cause both short-term and long-term impacts on
mental health. Uncertainty about the future can cause
anxiety and depression.

Who is most likely to be harmed by climate change?

Impacts from climate change can affect the health of anyone in our community, but some groups of people are at
greater risk. The people most likely to be harmed are:

Source: GLISA, 2019, glisa.umich.edu/
climate-change-in-the-great-lakes-
region-references/

e Children e Pregnant people e People with chronic e People who are disabled

illnesses and allergies

e Qutdoor workers e Older adults People living in poverty



https://glisa.umich.edu

MICHAP supports the development of a public health system

that is ready to deal with climate change.

MICHAP supports a public health system that is
ready for climate change by:

Our Mission Providing technical assistance: MICHAP develops and
provides training and tools to local public health departments
MICHAP is building the capacity of and others on how communities can adapt to climate change
Michigan’s public health system and protect health.

by investigating climate-driven . L
health risks, identifyin p Researching health disparities: MICHAP tracks
ealth risks, ying needs and analyzes how climate change affects vulnerable and

for improving climate-related underserved populations.
decision making across sectors, and
collaboratively implementing
climate adaptation strategies.

Monitoring and evaluating interventions: MICHAP
carries out evaluations that inform how to improve health
services and research, such as tick and mosquito surveillance
at local health departments.

Supporting Health-in-All policies (HiAP) to
implement climate action to protect health: HiAP is
an approach that considers policymaking across sectors to
improve health for all. Examples include municipal planning
that considers climate and health in Detroit, Marquette and
Kalamazoo.

Working with partners and communities to
strengthen emergency preparedness: MICHAP
develops health education materials to help Michiganders
prepare for climate change and coordinates with state
partners to improve emergency response.

For more information:
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Questions about our program? Call 1-800-648-6942

Visit the MICHAP website at Michigan.gov/ClimateandHealth
for fact sheets, tools and other information.



https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/ClimateHealthPlanningGuide_2020_10_2_accessible_704110_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/ClimateHealthPlanningGuide_2020_10_2_accessible_704110_7.pdf
https://glisa.umich.edu/media/files/MI-Climate-Health-Profile.pdf
https://glisa.umich.edu/media/files/MI-Climate-Health-Profile.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/environmental-health/topics/climate
https://Michigan.gov/ClimateandHealth



