
CLIMATE CHANGES MI HEALTH 

Michigan Ticks 
Learn more about the connections between ticks, climate change 
and health effects like Lyme disease. Explore environmental and 
human health data with Michigan Tracking (MiTracking). 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
The changing climate is helping ticks to spread and thrive. 

Milder winters and longer, hotter, more humid summers mean ticks are active 
and out longer. 
Ticks are spreading into areas that were once too cold for them. 
People and ticks are now sharing more of the same spaces like trails and yards. 
Some of these ticks can spread disease to humans and dogs. 

COMMON TICK TYPES 
Michigan has about 20 tick types. Ticks can 
bite humans and spread disease. 

The MiTracking Data Portal has data on the 
five most common Michigan tick types: 

1. American dog tick

2. Blacklegged (deer) tick

3. Brown dog tick

4. Lone star tick

5. Woodchuck tick
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LYME DISEASE 
Warming temperatures due to climate 
change could lead to more tick-borne 
disease affecting human health in 
serious ways. 

Lyme disease is the most common 
tick-borne disease in the U.S. Cases are 
increasing in Michigan. 

Lyme disease is spread by the 
blacklegged (deer) tick. Blacklegged ticks 
are common in Michigan. 

Helping to reduce climate change and 
adapting to its impacts will provide 
opportunities to improve health. 

DATA 
MiTracking makes finding and using data on 
Michigan environmental and health topics 
easy. The MiTracking Data Portal is free, 
interactive and available to all. Users can 
search, download and display data in tables, 
charts and maps like the ones found here. 

MiTracking offers tick-related 
information and data on: 

Ticks (type). 
Lyme disease (coming soon). 
Climate change. 

Explore data at Michigan.gov/MiTracking or 
scan the QR code (right). 

RESOURCES 

Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Disease (EZID) - Michigan 

Emerging Disease Issues - Lyme Disease (URL: 

Michigan.gov/emergingdiseases/home/lyme-disease) 

MICHAP - Michigan Climate & Health Adaptation Program 

(URL: Michigan.gov/ClimateAndHealth) 

Michigan Environmental Public Health Tracking (MiTracking) 

(URL: Michigan.gov/MiTracking) 

Scan the QR code (left) for an electronic 
version of this document. 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) does not discriminate against any individual or group on the basis of race, national origin,
color, sex, disability, religion, age, height, weight, familial status, partisan considerations, or genetic information. Sex-based discrimination includes, but is not
limited to, discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, sex characteristics, and pregnancy.
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