
The History of PFAS in Michigan 

1940s 
PFAS were first created and used.  

1998 
The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) found that  PFOS 
can build up in the body. 
Research found links between 
liver damage in  rats and PFAS 
exposure. 

2001 
Michigan  began testing surface 
waters for PFAS. 

2009 
The EPA develops provisional 
health advisories for PFOS and 
PFOA. 

2012 
• PFAS discovered in 

groundwater at W urtsmith
Air Force Base in Oscoda
Twp  (Iosco Co).

• Michigan  issues first Do Not
Eat  Fish  advisory for bodies
of water around the base.

• Michigan  receives grant to
test  surface water and fish.

2014 
• Michigan  established Rule 57

Water Quality Values.
• Michigan  issued first Eat  Safe

Fish  guidelines for PFOS in 
fish.

2016 
The EPA issued lifetime health 
advisory for PFOA and PFOS. 

2017 
• Michigan  PFAS Action 

Response Team established.
• First PFAS in  foam advisory

issued for Oscoda  Twp.
• PFAS discovered in  drinking

water of Rockford residents.
• MDHHS begins  plans for the

Michigan  PFAS Exposure and
Health Study in  Rockford and
Parchment.

2018 
Michigan  adopted the EPA 
lifetime health advisories as  
environmental cleanup criterion. 

2019 
Michigan  Public Health Drinking 
Water Screening Levels 
established. 

2020 
Michigan  announced maximum 
contaminant level (MCLs) for 7 
types of PFAS. 

2022 
The EPA updated health 
advisories. 

2022 
PFAS discovered in  biosolids 
applied to a farm field in  
Michigan, contaminating beef 
cattle. 

2024 
The EPA announced final MCLs 
for PFAS. 
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