mDHHS What is the safe storage law in Michigan?

Michigan Departmert o Health & Human Services Michigan passed a firearms safe storage law that went into effect on Feb. 13, 2024.

SUMMARY OF THE LAW (MCL 28.429)

e The law imposes safe storage requirements on a person who knows, or reasonably should know, that a minor is, or is likely
to be, present on the premises.

e Safe storage of a firearm includes storing in a locked box or container or storing unloaded with a locking device.

e A person is liable for any harm caused by a minor who gains unsupervised access to a firearm, if unlawfully stored.

e When a minor gains proper supervised access to a firearm with parental permission, no penalties will be imposed if the
firearm is used during the minor’s employment, ranching/farming, or target practice/instruction in the safe use of a firearm.

e Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is working with the Michigan State Police to distribute gun
locks through home visits, MDHHS local offices, and some local health departments.

IMPORTANCE AND BENEFITS OF SAFE FIREARM SAFE STORAGE OPTIONS
STORAGE TO HELP KEEP CHILDREN SAFE There are simple measures everyone can take to

Legal ownership of firearms is a Constitutional right. This protgct their family‘or other chiIQrgn and reduce
comes with important safety responsibilities to prevent the risk of unintentional firearm injury or death.

accidental firearm deaths, thefts, and suicide, including @ Gun safe
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accidental death among children and theft of guns. When Also, it is important to store ammunition
access to guns is reduced, the overall suicide rate drops. separately from the firearm.
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Accidental firearm deaths among children

In these situations, the Closets and nightstands are
1 ygars and younger most often happen: most common victim of an the most common locations
* With guns that are loaded and unlocked. accidental firearm death is a of guns used in these fatal
* When a child is playing with a gun or friend or a sibling of the child. unintended shootings.

showing it to someone else.

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

ororect Childsaf University of Michigan Family Guide National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
rroject Lhiidsare i
refiect Linlidaie to Firearm Home Safet (Call or text 988)

For more information and a full list of other resources, visit the MDHHS firearm safe storage page at

Michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/firearm-safety



https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/firearm-injury-prevention/firearm-safety
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F988lifeline.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMillerA72%40michigan.gov%7Cb6fe99b9dff74e1a72c808dd7849712a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638798978997735998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TmNiQkcIdpP%2FtULGk7MrKcBCDybuy3vrz%2FmU7Vqb6Eg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprojectchildsafe.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMillerA72%40michigan.gov%7Cd930aa5b810549183a8a08dd7b5a73ad%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638802350588880887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JxEJnuNGVUBK2GvI7D3QTGTDXrEatKN8WRU8dcVp4TA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirearminjury.umich.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F05%2Fv1_Family-Guide-to-Home-Firearm-Safety.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMillerA72%40michigan.gov%7Cd930aa5b810549183a8a08dd7b5a73ad%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638802350588905707%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=D9P53mt1Ky8YM51KlIpMtU%2BeNPBxYCl4HN2muMLnj4k%3D&reserved=0

