ETHICAL GUIDELINES FOR NURSES

Overview
The Michigan Guidelines for Implementation of Crisis Standards of Care and

Ethical Allocation of Scarce Medical Resources and Services During Emergencies
and Disasters provides the basic planning framework for a public health emergency
or disaster. For health care professionals, ethical values are essential. For nurses,
incorporating ethics into daily practice is foundational. During times of scare
medical resources and services, nurses may be presented with moral conflict.

The Michigan Guidelines align closely with the ANA
Code of Ethics, outlining the professional standards Ethical
nurses must adhere to while caring for patients. The Respo nsibility
Code of Ethics binds professional nurses to respect
the dignity of every person in their care while also
upholding the public good and collective human rights.
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Once crisis standards of care are implemented, nursing focus shifts from patient-
centered care to public-focused care and saving the greatest number of lives possible.
For nurses, this may present a moral conflict. As such, nurse administrators have an
ethical obligation to support nurses.
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