MICHIGAN AERONAUTICS COMMISSION

Minutes of Meeting
November 19, 2025

Pursuant to Public Act 327 of 1945, the Commissioners of the Michigan Aeronautics Commission
(MAC or Commission) met at 2700 Port Lansing Road Lansing, Michigan 48906

Commission Members Present
e Benjamin Carter, Chair
e RickFiddler
e Dr. Brian Smith
e Capt. Greg Setla
e KevinJacobs
e Patrick McCarthy, on behalf of Laura Mester

Commission Members Absent
e Kelly Burris
e Brig. General Dan Kramer
e Russ Kavalhuna, Vice Chair

MDOT Staff Present
e Bryan Budds
e Elyse Lower
e JimHartman
e Linn Smith
e ZachTecson
e Karin Palmer

Opening Remarks, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call

The November 19, 2025, meeting of the Michigan Aeronautics Commission (MAC) was called to order
by Chair Ben Carter at 10:05am. Chair Carter asked everyone to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. Aroll
call was then conducted by Karin Palmer, who confirmed that (6) commissioners were presentin
person, establishing a quorum.

Approval of Minutes, September 10, 2025, Meeting

Chair Carter asked if there are any changes to the minutes of the September 10, 2025, meeting.
Hearing none, he requested a motion to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was made by
Dr. Brian Smith and seconded by Commissioner Jacobs. All commissioners voted in favor.

2025-2026 Elections and Committee Appointments

Chair and Vice Chair Elections



Nominating Committee Chair, Russ Kavalhuna, presented the nominating committee’s
recommendations for Chair and Vice Chair of the Commission. For the Office of Chair,
Commissioner Ben Carter and for the Office of Vice Chair, Commissioner Rick Fiddler. Chair
Carter asked for a motion to accept the recommendations of the nominating committee. The
motion was made by Dr. Smith and seconded by Kevin Jacobs. All Commissioners voted in
favor.

Committee Establishments and Goal Setting
Chair Carter, in accordance with the MAC bylaws, appointed Vice Chair Fiddler and Dr. Smith
to serve with him on the Executive Committee.

Chair Carter recommended the re-establishment of the General Aviation Advisory
Committee, which will be overseen by Dr. Brian Smith, The Commercial Aviation Advisory
Committee, that will be overseen by Vice Chair Rick Fiddler, and the Aviation Education and
workforce development committee, that Chair Carter will oversee.

Request for Approval and Transfer of Appropriated Funds for State Block Grant Airports

Chair Carter called on Elyse Lower to present the transfer of appropriated funds for State Block Grant
Airports.

1. Lenawee County Airport, Adrian, Ml

2. Lenawee County Airport, Adrian, Ml

3. Dow Memorial Airport, Frankfort, Ml

4. Greenville Municipal Airport, Greenville, Ml

5. Schoolcraft County Airport, Manistique, Ml

6. JackBarstow Airport, Midland, Ml

7. Mount Pleasant Municipal Airport, Mount Pleasant, Ml

8. Jerry Tyler Memorial Airport, Niles, Ml

9. Mackinac County Airport, St. Ignace, Ml
Supplemental Transfers <15% of Original Transfer — No Action Required

1. Sparta Municipal Airport, Sparta, Michigan

2. Owosso Community Airport, Owosso, Michigan

3. Luce County Airport, Newberry, Michigan

4. Padgham Field, Allegan, Michigan

Chair Carter asked the Commissioners if there were any questions. Hearing none, he requested a
motion to approve the State Block Grant Airport transfers as presented. The motion was made by
Vice Chair Fiddler and seconded by Captain Setla. All Commissioners voted in favor.

Request for Approval and Transfer of Appropriated Funds for Primary Airports

Chair Carter called on Jim Hartman to present Information on Appropriated Funds for Primary
Airports.

Detroit Wayne County Metropolitan Airport, Detroit, Ml
Capital Region International Airport, Lansing, Ml

Alpena County Regional Airport, Alpena, MI
Ford Airport, Iron Mountain, Ml
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Marquette Sawyer Regional Airport, Marquette, Ml



6. Marquette Sawyer Regional Airport, Marquette, Ml
7. Willow Run Airport, Ypsilanti, Ml

Chair Carter asked the Commissioners if there were any questions. Hearing none, he requested a
motion to approve the transfer of Appropriated funds for the Primary Airports. The motion was made
by Dr. Smith and seconded by Commissioner Jacobs. All Commissioners voted in favor

2026 Commission Schedule

Chair Carter presented the draft MAC meeting schedule to the commission. Chair Carter asked for a
motion to approve the schedule. The motion was made by Vice Chair Fiddler and seconded by
Captain Setla. All Commissioners voted in favor.

Bylaw Revision Introduction

Chair Carter presented the draft revisions of the Aeronautics Commission Bylaws. He stated that
there are no substantive changes to the Bylaws, but that these administrative shifts represent
compliance with new guidelines for document accessibility. Under the existing Bylaws, any proposed
changes will be presented at a Commission meeting with a vote of the Commission at the following
meeting. No action was needed.

Director’s Report

Chair Carter called on Director Bryan Budds to present his director’s report.
Director Budds discussed revisions to the Aeronautics Code, federal activities, and Drone-related
legislation.

NASAO / AASHTO Education Workforce Initiative

Chair Carter called on Stephanie Ward, Aviation Planning Manager with Mead & Hunt to discuss
education workforce Initiatives.

Commissioner Comment
Chair Carter asked the commissioners if they had any comments. There were none.

Public Comment

Chair Carter asked if there were any public comments. Hearing none, he moved onto the closing
announcements.

Adjournment

Chair Carter announced the next MAC meeting is scheduled for January 21, 2026, at the Office of
Aeronautics in Lansing. He thanked all staff, commissioners, and the public for their participation.
The meeting was concluded at 11:11am.

Ben Carter, Chair Bryan Budds, Director
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