Michigan Aeronautics Commission
Minutes of Meeting
March 25, 2026

Pursuant to Public Act 327 of 1945, the Commissioners of the Michigan Aeronautics Commission
(MAC or Commission) met at 2700 Port Lansing Road Lansing, Michigan 48906

Commission Members Present
e Benjamin Carter, Chair
e Capt. Greg Setla
e KevinJacobs
e Brig. General Dan Kramer
e PaulMcDonald

Commission Members Absent
e Rick  Fiddler, Vice Chair
o Kelly Burris
e Russ Kavalhuna
e Dr. Brian Smith

MDOT Staff Present
e Bryan Budds
e Linn Smith
e Zach Bormet
e Jim Hartman
e ZachTecson
e Karin Palmer

Opening Remarks, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call

The March 25, 2026, meeting of the Michigan Aeronautics Commission (MAC) was called to order
by Chair Ben Carter at 10:02am. Chair Carter asked everyone to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. A
roll call was then conducted by Karin Palmer, who confirmed that (5) commissioners were present
in person, establishing a quorum.

Approval of Minutes, January 21, 2026, meeting

Chair Carter asked if there are any changes to the minutes of the January 21, 2026, meeting.
Hearing none, he requested a motion to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was made
by Commissioner Setla and seconded by Commissioner Jacobs. All commissioners voted in
favor.

Request for Approval and Transfer of Appropriated Funds for State Block Grant Airports

Chair Carter called on Zach Bormet to present the transfer of appropriated funds for State Block
Grant Airports.
1. Ann Arbor Municipal Airport, Ann Arbor (ARB)

2. Ann Arbor Municipal Airport, Ann Arbor (ARB)



3. Big Rapids, Roben-Hood Airport, Big Rapids (RQB)
4. Wexford County Airport, Cadillac (CAD)
5. Wexford County Airport, Cadillac (CAD)
6. Charlevoix Municipal Airport, Charlevoix (CVX)
7. Cheboygan County Airport, Cheboygan (SLH)
8. Hastings Airport, Hastings (9D9)

9. West Michigan Regional Airport, Holland (BIV)

10. Schoolcraft County Airport, Manistique (1ISQ)

11. Schoolcraft County Airport, Manistique (ISQ)

12. Ontonagon County Airport- Schuster Field, Ontonagon (OGM)
13. Ontonagon County Airport- Schuster Field, Ontonagon (OGM)
14. Ontonagon County Airport- Schuster Field, Ontonagon (OGM)
15. Oscoda-Wurtsmith Airport (OSC)

16. St. Clair County International Airport, Port Huron (PHN)

17. St. Clair County International Airport, Port Huron (PHN)

18. St. Clair County International Airport, Port Huron (PHN)

19. St. Clair County International Airport, Port Huron (PHN)

20. St. Clair County International Airport, Port Huron (PHN)

21. St. Clair County International Airport, Port Huron (PHN)

22. St. Clair County International Airport, Port Huron (PHN)

23. Sandusky City Airport, Sandusky (Y83)
24. Statewide Pavement Condition Index (PCI) Program

Supplemental Transfers <15% of Original Transfer — No Action Required
1. Ann Arbor Municipal Airport, Ann Arbor (ARB)
2. Hastings Airport, Hastings (9D9)
3. Coleman A. Young Municipal Airport, Detroit (DET)
4. Statewide Crack Seal Paint Marking

Chair Carter asked the Commissioners if there were any questions. Hearing none, he requested a
motion to approve the State Block Grant Airport transfers. The motion was made by Commissioner
Kramer and seconded by Commissioner McDonald. All Commissioners voted in favor.

Chair Carter called on Jim Hartman to present the Transfer of Primary Airports.

AIP Funding

1. Alpena County Airport, Alpena (APN)
Chippewa County Int’l Airport, Sault Ste Marie (CIU)
Houghton County Memorial Airport, Hancock (CMX)
Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport, Detroit (DTW)
Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport, Detroit (DTW)
Delta County Airport, Escanaba (ESC)
Gerald R. Ford International Airport , Grand Rapids (GRR)
Gerald R. Ford International Airport — Grand Rapids (GRR)
Gerald R. Ford International Airport — Grand Rapids (GRR)
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Ford Airport, Iron Mountain / Kingsford (IMT)

Capital Regional International Airport, Lansing (LAN)
Capital Regional International Airport, Lansing (LAN)
Capital Regional International Airport, Lansing (LAN)
MBS International Airport, Saginaw (MBS)

MBS International Airport, Saginaw (MBS)

Muskegon County Airport, Muskegon (MKG)
Pellston Regional Airport of Emmet County, Pellston (PLN)
Sawyer International Airport, Marquette (SAW)
Sawyer International Airport, Marquette (SAW)
Cherry Capital Airport, Traverse City (TVC)

IJA Funding

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International, Kalamazoo (AZO)
Kalamazoo/Battle Creek International, Kalamazoo (AZO)
Chippewa County Int’l Airport, Sault Ste Marie (CIU)
Chippewa County Int’l Airport, Sault Ste Marie (CIU)
Houghton County Memorial Airport, Hancock (CMX)
Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport, Detroit (DTW)
Detroit Metropolitan Wayne County Airport, Detroit (DTW)
Delta County Airport — Escanaba (ESC)

Bishop International Airport, Flint (FNT)

Bishop International Airport, Flint (FNT)

Gerald R. Ford International Airport, Grand Rapids (GRR)
Gerald R. Ford International Airport, Grand Rapids (GRR)
Gerald R. Ford International Airport, Grand Rapids (GRR)
Ford Airport, Iron Mountain / Kingsford (IMT)

Capital Regional International Airport, Lansing (LAN)

MBS International Airport, Saginaw (MBS)

Muskegon County Airport, Muskegon (MKG)

Pellston Regional Airport of Emmet County, Pellston (PLN)
Sawyer International Airport, Marquette (SAW)

Sawyer International Airport, Marquette (SAW)

Cherry Capital Airport, Traverse City (TVC)

Cherry Capital Airport, Traverse City (TVC)

Chair Carter asked if there were any further questions or comments. Chair Carter noted that two
airports (Cherry Capital — Traverse City and the Gerald R. Ford Grand Rapids Airport) have state
matching requests that exceed MDOT’s maximum commitment of $1,000,000 per airport per year
and therefore need to be capped prior to transfer.

Chair Carter asked for a motion and second to approve items 1-42 of the Primary Airport
transfers as presented for approval to proceed with the projects as described with the exception of
items 7-9, 20, 31-33, and 41-42 which will be capped at a maximum contribution of $1,000,000 in



cumulative state matching funds. The motion was made by Commissioner Jacobs and seconded
by Commissioner Setla. All Commissioners voted in favor.

Director’s Report
Chair Carter called on Director Bryan Budds to present his director’s report.

Director Budds discussed Federal activities, State Legislative updates, as well as sharing updates
on what the different departments of the Office of Aeronautics have been working on. The
commission discussed the pending state legislation impacting drone utilization in Michigan.

The Commission presented the MAC Award of Excellence to John Mayfield, Detroit Airport District

Office Manager, FAA, for his years of service to Michigan’s airports.

Commissioner Comment
Chair Carter asked the commissioners if they had any comments. There were none.

Public Comment

Chair Carter asked if there were any public comments. One person shared a few concerns
regarding his privately owned heliport. He also noted that he received prompt response regarding
his public comment from the January 21, 2026, commission meeting. Another person who runs a
flight school shared his thoughts on a few flight school rules that are not clear and have had
different interpretations.

Adjournment

Chair Carter announced the next MAC meeting is scheduled for May 20, 2026, at the Sandusky City
Airport in Sandusky. He thanked all staff, commissioners, and the public for their participation. The
meeting concluded at 11:14 am.

Ben Carter, Chair Bryan Budds, Director

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative format, contact
the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA.



https://www.michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA
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