Michigan Aeronautics Commission
Minutes of Meeting

May 20, 2026

Pursuant to Public Act 327 of 1945, the Commissioners of the Michigan Aeronautics Commission
(MAC or Commission) met at Sandusky Airport, 1213 N Sandusky Road, Sandusky, Ml 48471

Commission Members Present
e Benjamin Carter, Chair
e Rick Fiddler, Vice Chair
e Russ Kavalhuna
e Dr. Brian Smith
e KevinJacobs
e Brig. General Dan Kramer

Commission Members Absent
o Kelly Burris
e Capt. Greg Setla
e Paul McDonald

MDOT Staff Present
e Bryan Budds
e Linn Smith
e Mike Soper
e ZachTecson
e Karin Palmer

Opening Remarks, Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call

The May 20, 2026, meeting of the Michigan Aeronautics Commission (MAC) was called to order by
Chair Ben Carter at 10:02am. Chair Carter asked everyone to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. A roll
call was then conducted by Karin Palmer, who confirmed that (6) commissioners were presentin
person, establishing a quorum.

Welcome

Dave Faber, City Manager for the City of Sandusky, Michigan welcomed the commission and
guests to the Airport. Dave discussed significant growth at the Airport over the past decade with
runway upgrades, a modern terminal, and major private investments such as Midwest Sky Sports.
These improvements have enhanced safety, expanded aviation services, and increased tourism
and economic activity throughout the Thumb region. Dave emphasized that strategic aviation
investments continue to strengthen rural connectivity, business development, and long-term
regional competitiveness.

Approval of Minutes, March 25, 2026, meeting

Chair Carter asked if there were any changes to the minutes of the March 25, 2026, meeting.
Hearing none, he requested a motion to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was made
by Commissioner Kramer and seconded by Vice Chair Fiddler. All commissioners voted in favor.



Automated Weather Observation System- New Site Contract Request

Chair Carter called on Mike Soper to present the AWOS Contract request for Hastings City/Barry
County Airport- Hastings, Michigan. Chair Carter asked if there were any questions. Hearing none,
he requested a motion to approve the New Site contract as presented. The motion was made by
Commissioner Smith and seconded by Vice Chair Fiddler. All commissioners voted in favor.

Request for Approval and Transfer of Appropriated Funds for State Block Grant Airports
Chair Carter called on Linn Smith to present the Transfer of Appropriated Funds for State Block

Grant Airports and supplemental Transfers.

Lenawee County Airport, Adrian, M| (ADG)

Ann Arbor Municipal Airport, Ann Arbor (ARB)

Ann Arbor Municipal Airport, Ann Arbor (ARB)
Battle Creek Executive Airport at Kellogg Field (BTL)
Battle Creek Executive Airport at Kellogg Field (BTL)
Antrim County Airport — Bellaire (ACB)

Antrim County Airport — Bellaire (ACB)

Antrim County Airport — Bellaire (ACB)

Tuscola Area Airport — Caro (CFS)

. Tuscola Area Airport — Caro (CFS)

. Tuscola Area Airport — Caro (CFS)

. Fitch H Beach Airport — Charlotte (FPK)

. Fitch H Beach Airport — Charlotte (FPK)

. Clare Municipal Airport (48D)

. Coleman A Young Municipal Airport — Detroit (DET)

. Dowagiac Municipal Airport (C91)

. Dowagiac Municipal Airport (C91)

. Dowagiac Municipal Airport (C91)

. Dowagiac Municipal Airport (C91)

. Drummond Island Airport (DRM)

. Frankfort Dow Memorial Airport (FKS)

. Gaylord Regional Airport (GLR)

. Gladwin Zettel Memorial Airport (GDW)

. Gladwin Zettel Memorial Airport (GDW)

. Abrams Municipal Airport — Grand Ledge (4D0)

. Greenville Municipal Airport (6D6)

. Roscommon County-Blodgett Memorial Airport Houghton Lake (HTL)
. Roscommon County-Blodgett Memorial Airport Houghton Lake (HTL)
. Roscommon County-Blodgett Memorial Airport Houghton Lake (HTL)
. Mason County Airport — Ludington (LDM
. Mason County Airport — Ludington (LDM
. Mason County Airport — Ludington (LDM
. Mason County Airport — Ludington (LDM
. Manistee County - Blacker Airport (MBL)
. Brooks Field — Marshall (RMY)

. Brooks Field — Marshall (RMY)

. Mason Jewett Field (TEW)

. Jack Barstow Airport — Midland (IKW)

. Luce County Airport — Newberry (ERY)

. Oakland Southwest Airport - New Hudson (Y47)

. Ontonagon County Airport — Schuster Field (OGM)

)
)
)
)



42. Owosso Community Airport (RNP)

43. Owosso Community Airport (RNP)

44. Canton-Plymouth-Mettetal Airport - Plymouth (1D2)
45. Canton-Plymouth-Mettetal Airport - Plymouth (1D2)
46. Canton-Plymouth-Mettetal Airport - Plymouth (1D2)
47. Romeo State Airport (D98)
48. Romeo State Airport (D98)
49. Oakland Troy Airport - Troy (VLL)
50. Oakland Troy Airport - Troy (VLL)
51. Oakland Troy Airport - Troy (VLL)
52. Oakland Troy Airport - Troy (VLL)
53. White Cloud Airport (42C)

Supplemental Transfers <15% of Original Transfer — No Action Required
1. Canton-Plymouth-Mettetal Airport - Plymouth (1D2)
2. St. Clair County International Airport, Port Huron (PHN)

Chair Carter asked the Commissioners if there were any questions. Hearing none, he requested a
motion to approve the State Block Grant Airport transfers. The motion was made by Commissioner
Kramer and seconded by Commissioner Kavalhuna. All Commissioners voted in favor.

Airport Loan Program Request

Linn Smith presented a request from Beaver Island Airport for the Airport Loan Program. Chair
Carter asked if there were questions or comments. Hearing none, he requested a motion to
approve the Airport Loan Program request as presented. The motion was made by Commissioner
Smith and seconded by Vice Chair Fiddler. All Commissioners voted in favor.

Hastings City/Barry County Joint Zoning Ordinance- Airport Approach Plan

Chair Carter called on Linn Smith to present the Hastings City/Barry County joint zoning ordinance-
Airport Approach Plan. Chair Carter asked if there were any questions or comments. Hearing none,
he requested a motion to approve the Hastings City/County Joint Zoning Ordinance- Airport
Approach Plan as presented. The motion was moved by Vice Chair Fiddler and seconded by
Commissioner Smith. All Commissioners voted in favor.

Appointment of Linn Smith to Airport Zoning Boards — Bryan Budds

Chair Carter called on Bryan Budds to present the Appointment of Linn Smith to Airport Zoning
Boards. Chair Carter asked if there were any questions or comments. Hearing none, he requested a
motion to approve the Appointment of Linn Smith to Airport Zoning Boards as presented. The
motion was moved by Commissioner Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner Smith. All
Commissioners voted in favor.

Director’s Report

Chair Carter called on Director Bryan Budds to present his director’s report.

Director Budds discussed Federal activities, State MDOT budget updates, as well as section
highlights and staff updates for the Office. Director Budds also highlighted the State Aeronautics
Funds revenue and a projected 2030 shortfall should the Airport Parking Tax sunset without
modification.



Commissioner Comment

Chair Carter asked the commissioners if they had any comments. Commissioner Jacobs Shared
that May 24 is Aviation Maintenance Technician (AMT) Day, in honor of Charles Edward Taylor, who
built the first aircraft engine used by the Wright brothers in 1903. AMT Day recognizes the critical
role of aviation maintenance technicians have in ensuring the safety, reliability, and security of
aircraft.

Chair Carter thanked Commissioner Jacobs for sharing this information and highlighting the
current shortage of AMTs in the field at this time, as well as the critical role they play.

Public Comment

Chair Carter asked if there were any public comments. Don Johnson, Sandusky Airport Manager,
thanked the commission for visiting the airport and for the support that they received from multiple
entities. A local pilot from the Airport shared his appreciation and enjoyed seeing the work of the
commission in person.

Before adjourning, Director Budds noted that the State Local Program transfer item was removed
from the agenda due to an unusually high volume of applications. A total of 75 airports submitted
requests totaling more than $26 million to compete for the $5.4 million available. The Office of
Aeronautics will present the recommended transfer list at the July 15, 2025, MAC meeting.

Adjournment

Chair Carter announced that the next MAC meeting is scheduled for July 15, 2026, at The Office of
Aeronautics Auditorium located in Lansing, Michigan. He thanked all staff, commissioners, and the
public for their participation. The meeting concluded at 11:11 am.

Ben Carter, Chair Bryan Budds, Director

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative format, contact
the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA.



https://www.michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA

