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Memo

To: MSCA Board Members

From: MSCA Joint Specifications Committee

Talia Belill, Innovative Contracting Engineer, MDOT

Rick Liptak, Chief Bridge Construction Engineer, MDOT

Stephen Ward, Administrator, Office of Major Projects, MDOT

Mike Mooney, Tunnel Consultant, Michael Mooney Consulting

Sam Swartz, Tunnels & Underground Engineering Practice Lead, Delve Underground
CC: Devin Sullivan, Special Assistant Attorney General

Date: Oct 17, 2025

Re: Review of Enbridge’s Request to Remove 31 63 00 Bored Piles from Joint Specs

Enbridge has requested removing specification section 31 63 00 Bored Piles from the Joint Specifications.
We have reviewed Enbridge’s request dated September 19, 2025, that includes the supporting
documentation provided by their designer of record Arup. We support removing this section 31 63 00
from the Joint Specifications because it does not cover any aspect of the permanent tunnel and shaft
structure that the MSCA will assume ownership of. Our rationale is further described below.

Bored piles were initially envisioned to be part of the south portal/shaft permanent structure — designed
for the 99-year service life and therefore were included in the jointly-developed specifications. The final
design for the south portal includes a permanent shaft to be constructed of diaphragm walls and a
temporary portal/shaft constructed using soldier pile and lagging walls®. The permanent shaft no longer
includes bored piles. Diaphragm wall construction of the permanent shaft is covered by joint
specification section 31 56 00. The temporary portal/shaft, designed for the period of construction only,
will require bored piles. Upon completion of the tunnel and permanent south shaft, the temporary
portal will be backfilled with soil. Because the use of bored piles is for temporary construction only, and
for components that the MSCA will not assume ownership of, we see no reason for bored piles to be
included in the joint specifications.

1 See pages 3-4 of Enbridge’s Sept 11, 2025 memo for an illustration of the permanent and temporary shaft/portal
components.



