
                            
 

Aug 29, 2025 

 

Mackinac Straits Corridor Authority 
C/O Stephen Ward  
Office of Major Projects 
425 W. Ottawa Street  
P.O. Box 30050  
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
 

Dear Mr. Ward: 

Attached please find the August 2025, Great Lakes Tunnel Project (GLTP) Monthly 
Progress Report, which serves to update the Mackinac Straits Corridor Authority 
(Authority) on key activities progressed over the past month and highlight activities 
planned for September 2025.   
 

Sincerely, 

 

Guy Krepps 
Project Director 
Great Lakes Tunnel Project 

 

 

Enclosure: August 2025 Progress Update 

CC: Tom Schwartz – SVP, LP Strategic Projects & Partnerships; Charles Drayton – Associate 
General Counsel; Peter Holran - Director Gov Relations; Rob Watson - VP, Project Execution 

Enbridge Energy, Limited Partnership 
7701 France Avenue South 
Suite 600 – Centennial Lakes Park I 

Edina, MN 55435 
U.S.  
 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmaps.google.com%2F%3Fq%3D425%2BW.%2BOttawa%2BSt%26entry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=02%7C01%7CNystromM%40michigan.gov%7Cca574a11bd5b4100da9308d686c8c514%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636844594189778937&sdata=U77TeZzR2pDtk0bT5lVSyPDQNtDiZ5usjYT6O0d7svg%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

Great Lakes Tunnel Project: Monthly Status Report 

STATUS THROUGH: August 29, 2025  
  

MILESTONES & DELIVERABLES  DUE DATE  STATUS 

Preliminary Engineering Activities Work Plan  February 4, 2019 Completed 

Identify Project Specifications Team March 1, 2019 Completed 

Procurement and Contracting Execution Draft 

Plan  
April 30, 2019 Completed 

Procedures for Establishing Escrow Accounts  September 16, 2019 Completed 

Geotechnical Data Report December 31, 2019 Completed  

Submit Request for Proposals (Draft); and 

Complete Preliminary Engineering Activities 

(as described in the Work Plan)  

April 30, 2020 Completed 

File Government Approvals and Permits for 

Tunnel Construction  

Within 180 days after Geotechnical 

Baseline Report 
Completed* 

Commence Construction 

No later than 180 days after 

receiving Government Approvals 

and Permits 

Not started 

Tunnel Completion Report 
Upon substantial completion of the 

Tunnel 
Not started 

Tunnel Operations and Maintenance Plan 
Upon substantial completion of the 

Tunnel 
Not started 

*Received EGLE Resource Permit in February of 2021. Due to permit expiration of Feb. 2026, Enbridge 

reapplied for the Resource Permit on March 3, 2025. 

 

Activities and Items of Note  

• Environmental Permitting Update:   

o Continue on-going regular meetings with the USACE to discuss the permitting process, 
maintaining the schedule, discussing mitigation measures, and responding to Data 
Requests.   

o USACE public comment period on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
closed June 30;  

▪ ENB submitted formal comments on the DEIS along with more than 2,000 
individuals representing a broad range of supporters from business, labor, 
conservation, government officials and economic development groups; 
comments discussed design and engineering of tunnel leading to minimal 
environmental impacts  



 
 

 

▪ Comments were submitted by groups and individuals critical of the project and 
operation of the existing pipeline, including uninformed comments on wide-
spread and long-lasting impacts to the water and nearby wetlands;  

▪ As a cooperating agency under NEPA, the State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) submitted a letter of concerns, many which are shared by groups critical 
of the project. Specifically, the SHPO letter, (under the Governor’s letterhead) 
indicates that permit denial and maintenance of the existing Dual Pipeline 
crossing is “a preferred alternative”; 

▪ MSCA did not participate during the DEIS public comment period 
 

o The Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) re-submitted resource permit for 
the Tunnel project was deemed complete on July 16. The public comment period ended 
on August 29, 2025. Two meetings were held: 

▪ August 12- Public Information Meeting 

▪ August 19- Public Hearing  
o Responding to Data Requests from EGLE regarding National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System renewal application. 
 

• Law and Regulatory Update: 

o Continue supporting the environmental and regulatory permitting efforts. 
 

• Stakeholder Outreach Update:  
o August engagement included: 

▪ 8 events 
▪ 5 sponsorships 
▪ 2 tours 
▪ 1 presentation 
▪ 1 group meeting 

o Hosted tours of the Enbridge Straits Maritime Operations Center (ESMOC), Mackinaw 
City Pump Station and Enbridge Informational Center for Lower Peninsula stakeholders, 
state elected officials and agency staff members. 

o Sponsored and attended local and regional events. 
o Presented information on Line 5 and the Great Lakes Tunnel Project to Straits-area 

stakeholders. 
o Updated the Line 5 Newsroom website (www.enbridge.com/line5newsroom) with 

articles and videos in August. 
▪ August 6, 2025: ‘Enbridge has been an outstanding neighbor’ (video) 
▪ August 20, 2025: Michigan-based organization supports Veterans and their 

families 
 

http://www.enbridge.com/line5newsroom
https://www.enbridge.com/viewer?item=4761C631DBEC469FAFD13D8A80C93F98
https://www.enbridge.com/projects-and-infrastructure/public-awareness/line-5-newsroom/michigan-based-organization-supports-veterans-and-their-families
https://www.enbridge.com/projects-and-infrastructure/public-awareness/line-5-newsroom/michigan-based-organization-supports-veterans-and-their-families


 
 

 

• Project Management and Construction Contract Update:  

o Resubmitted the application for MiOSHA variances, submission confirmation received 

on August 25. 

o Concrete batch testing and Gasket testing is underway, with IQA participation. 

o Continue working collaboratively with the Tunnel construction contractor to support 

permitting and develop plans for construction. 

o Continue supporting the environmental permitting efforts. 
 

• Operations Update:  

o Completed planned maintenance activities. 
o Supported community engagement events and meetings. 

 

Planned activities for September 
• Environmental Permitting Update:  

o Continue on-going regular meetings with the USACE and EGLE to discuss the 
permitting process, maintaining the schedule and responding to Data Requests.   
 

• Law and Regulatory Update: 
o Continue supporting the environmental and regulatory permitting efforts.   

 

• Stakeholder Outreach Update: 
o Continue conducting on-going Tribal community engagement meetings and events. 
o Continue updating the Line 5 Newsroom website with information on the Great Lakes 

Tunnel Project.  
 

• Project Management and Construction Contract Update:  

o Continue working collaboratively with the Tunnel construction contractor to support 
permitting and develop plans for construction. 

o Continue supporting the environmental permitting efforts. 
 

• Operations Update:  

o Routine planned maintenance activities. 
o Continue providing tours to Tribal, Community, and Agency stakeholders of ESMOC 

and Mackinaw City Pump Station.  


